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FOREWORD by Kobus Grove

“You it was who fashioned my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you for you fill me with awe; wonderful you are, and wonderful your works. You know me through and through. My body was no mystery to you when I was formed in secret, woven in the depths of the earth. ‘Thy eyes beheld my unformed substance; in thy book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.’ RSV 

How mysterious, O God, are your thoughts to me, How vast in number they are. Were I to try counting them, they would be more than the grains of sand,  To finish their count my years must equal yours.” Ps 139:13-18. REB.

When I realised how precious I am to God, and that the above scripture is a reality, every human being became invaluable to me. My prayer therefore when you read this book, is that you will come to the full realisation of how precious you are to God and to a complete understanding of your true identity in Christ Jesus. You are sons and daughters of God. You died with Him on the cross and were raised with Him from the dead. Through the obedience of Christ who offered His Body once and for all, we are now declared righteous by faith. We are blameless and innocent in His sight and are free to enjoy an uninterrupted, intimate relationship with God for the rest of our lives! “We have been made holy, by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for ever.” Heb.10:10. He is not ashamed to call us His brothers, for ”the Son who sanctifies and the sons who are sanctified share the same origin.” Heb.2:11. “It is from Him that we take our origin, through Christ Jesus whom God gave us to be our wisdom, our justification, our sanctification and our atonement. 1Cor.1:30. Knox Translation.

DIVINE ROMANCE

The central theme and revelation of the Bible celebrates a relationship between God and man of the highest order, a union of absolute integrity, with no hint of distance, inferiority, guilt, condemnation or suspicion. The sacred moment, when for the first time in the history of the universe, the invisible Creator reflected His image and likeness in a fragile vessel of flesh became the reference of a presence and purpose in the earth that would dominate human history and destiny. Genesis 1:26,27,31. The revelation of the Gospel shows how God preserved the blueprint of our design in Christ in spite of mankind’s fall into sin. Our eternal association in Christ from before the foundation of the earth was redeemed. Eph.1:4,5. God found us in Christ before He lost us in Adam! Much has been made of Adam’s fall, while something of far greater implication deserves our undivided attention. Jhn.10:10. The message of reconciliation emphasises the initiative that God undertook and reveals how God succeeded to restore fallen man to Himself in absolute innocence. 1Cor.1:30, 2Cor.5:18,19, Rom.1:16,17, Rom.5:12-20. 

Man exists to be in union with his Maker; in his very make-up he is the God-kind, created for Divine companionship and encounter. Mankind is God’s love dream. Eph.1:4, 5. “I say ye are gods, all of you are sons of the Most High, why would you die like mere men?” Psalm 82:6,7. “You were unmindful of the Rock that begot you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth.” Deut.32:18. In Psalm 22 David prophesies the death of the Messiah-Christ and sees the triumphant outcome in verse 27, “all the ends of the earth shall remember and return to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before Him!” In Christ God dealt with every possible excuse man could have to feel separated and distanced from God; He is the highway in the desert that Isaiah saw, every high place was brought down, every valley filled up, every crooked place made straight, even the rough places was made smooth! Is.40:3-5, Luke 3:4-6. In His death on the cross He prepares a place for us so that we may be where He is: John 14:2,3,20, “In that day you will know that I am in my Father and you in Me and I in you!” Col.1:21,22, 3:3, 2 Cor.5:19. “God was in Christ when He reconciled the world to Himself.”

Paul expresses his boundless gratitude towards God for the believers at Corinth whenever he considers the full implication of their faith-union in Christ. He sees them established in favour and grace, and able to communicate spontaneously in order to equally impact others. 1Cor.1:4,5. “You possess full knowledge and give full expression because in you the evidence for the truth of Christ has found confirmation.” (New English Bible, v.6) The King James translation says, “even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you.” Paul encourages them to embrace with confident expectation the full revelation of Christ in them. The believer may now know beyond doubt that everything he would ever need is already part and parcel of this grace-gift. The testimony of Christ confirmed in you will not leave you stranded half way, but is able to sustain you guiltless in His presence to the end of days. Jesus is the guarantee of your acquittal, His life and testimony is the receipt and documented proof against all accusation and suspicion. Amplified: “He is the guarantee of your vindication; He is your warrant against all accusation or indictment.” In this light Paul pleads with the believers to be mutually persuaded in the same opinion; he exhorts each and every one of us to speak the same exclusive language, (lit. to say the same thing) simply because we share the exact same reference and judgement.    1Cor.1:4-13. God’s point of view is the only light to walk in. Division cannot be tolerated! “As far as it depends on you, live in peace with all men.” Rom.12:18.. “With Thee is the fountain of life and in Thy light do we see the light.” Ps 36:9. In the light of God’s work of grace in identifying and including every man in Christ, there remains no room for any other opinion. No specific emphasis of doctrine or personal style coming from any man, whether it is Paul or Peter or Apollos, should distract from the central theme of the Gospel of His grace. We are not called to identify with any man’s experience, doctrine or interpretation at the expense of the truth as it is in Christ. Eph.4:21. The fountain preserves and secures the original, undiluted thought of God; He is the Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God; He is our origin and all our springs of joy are in Him!  

The following five ingredients are qualities of meaningful friendship that can never be compromised:

· Unconditional love sets the pace. (Appreciation, admiration.)

· Integrity inspires trust.

· Innocence; forgiveness based on total acquittal, no suspicion, blame or guilt.

· Oneness of mind 

· Long-term, sustained feedback. (Living happily ever after)

1. The revelation of God’s initiative distinguishes true Christianity from every other religion. In Africa no witchdoctor would make any money were the ancestors not always portrayed as unhappy or angry! The true Christian faith is not about man attempting to win the favour of deity, or trying to influence the mood of a bad tempered god; here God reconciles a hostile world to Himself! Rom.5:10. It is not about a sacrifice man brings; this is not man with his best lamb; the gospel reveals God’s initiative: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” Genesis 22:13,14, Isaiah 53:7, John 1:29. “We love Him because He first loved us.” 1John 4:19. He loved us while we were still caught up in sin. Romans 5:8. If sin could separate man from the love of God then redemption would be impossible. Jesus Christ is the measure of the value God places on every person. “Grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” Ephesians 4:7. He redeemed His image and likeness in us. Luke 15:8,9. “We are bought with a price.” 1Pet. 1:18,19. “What is man that You make so much of him, and why would You set your mind on him?” Job 7:17. “What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You care so much for him?” Psalm 8:4. “How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How impossible to calculate their sum total; were I to count them my years would have to equal Yours!” Psalm 139:17,18. God sees the fruit of the labour of His love, and feasts upon the thought of our redemption and restoration to Himself. Isaiah 53:4,5,11. “He rests in His love, and rejoices over us with loud singing and exuberant dancing!” Zephaniah 3:17. Love sets faith in motion. Galatians 5:6.

2. Beyond dispute. God Himself guarantees the integrity of this union; “God cannot deny Himself, even if we are faithless, He remains faithful.” 2 Timothy 2:13. “What if some are unfaithful, would their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? By no means! God remains true though all men be false!” Rom.3:3,4. He desires to persuade us beyond all dispute about the transparent integrity of His eternal purpose; (in our human affairs we would swear an oath by the highest authority in order to add conclusive weight to our intentions) God employs a similar method in order to drive home His unwavering conviction concerning us, and treats the issue as if His word could not be trusted; so He swears by Himself, there being no higher authority than His own Throne; by implication God’s Being becomes the immediate guarantee to His word. Heb.6:9-20. Mankind’s redemption is not in the balance neither is it at risk! Jesus is God’s eternal and final yes to man; in His own person He became the guarantee and fulfilment of every promise God had in mind for humanity! 2Cor.1:18-22. “God cannot lie.” Titus 1:2,3. “The word is absolutely sure and worthy of our unreserved embrace.” 2Tim.2:11. “Abraham showed no hesitation or doubt at God’s promise, but drew strength from his faith, confessing God’s power (Greek, doxa, opinion) fully convinced that God was able to perform what He had promised. His faith was thus reckoned virtue.” Rom.4:20,21. Knox Translation. “The word is certainly true and worthy of our undivided attention.” 1Tim.4:9. “When you first heard us preach the word, you did not pass it off as just one more human opinion, but you took it to heart as God's true word to you, which it is, God himself at work in you believers!” 1Thes.2:13. The Message Translation. Jesus is both the source and final proof of our faith. Heb.12:2. God’s faith is the fountainhead of our faith. “From faith to faith.” Romans 1:16,17. Man is faith-compatible; “since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, ”I believe and so I speak,” we too believe and so we speak.” 2 Cor.4:13. The context of this statement is the mirror principle: 2Cor.3:18, 4:1-18. “Having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.” No contradiction has what it takes to persuade otherwise.  The content and chief ingredient of our faith is the mirror reflection of mankind in the face of Christ who is the likeness of God. In the light of God’s integrity, the Bible becomes a document of absolute proof to establish the legal platform and guarantee of mankind’s true identity and acquittal. The inscription and image of Caesar distinguishes the piece of metal as legal tender; in the same way, the gospel reveals the inscription and the image of God in the face of Christ as legal tender to redeem mankind. 

3. Innocence. Sin-consciousness will nullify the effect of the cross and destroy any grounds for meaningful relationship. A relationship based upon guilt, suspicion or condemnation, has no future. For friendship to be worth anything, innocence is a non negotiable. The innocence Adam walked in before the fall is the same innocence that Christ enjoys in union with His Father, and is now the restored privilege of every man. Every accusation against man has been cancelled; mankind stands fully vindicated and acquitted. The Prodigal son is not out on probation; he stands justified, just as if he had never sinned! “Christ was put to death for our trespasses and raised because we were justified. Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access into this grace in which we stand.” Rom.4:25, 5:1 God’s work in Christ on humanity’s behalf has done so much more than the mere forgiveness of sins, He has broken the dominion of sin in our lives! Rom. 8:1-5, “And you, who were spiritually dead through constant failure and bound to a lifestyle ruled by the corrupt desires of the flesh, (the uncircumcision of the flesh, Greek: a life controlled by the sexual organs!) God has made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our failure. He cancelled the bond, which stood against us with its legal demands, this He set aside nailing it to the cross. He thus disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public spectacle of them in His triumph over them!” Col.2:13-15. The Contemporary English Version says: ‘God used Christ's body to condemn sin.’ Sin’s reputation of controlling the human body has forever been challenged and defeated in the body of Christ! Knox translation says: “He has signed the death-warrant of sin in our nature.” Rom.8:3. The gospel reveals that faith communicates a righteous-consciousness instead of a sin-consciousness: Heb.9:9-14,10:1-4,14,22, “Death brings a final end to sin, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, (He died our death; you were on His mind throughout) consider the implication of your co-inclusion in Him; thus  reinforce your mind to stand fully armed against any onslaught. You may confidently live the rest of your time in the flesh inspired by the determined purpose of God with no further obligation to perverted human lusts.” 1Pet.3:18, 4:1,2. “The death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also must reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in union with Christ Jesus. (Greek: logitzomai, logical conclusion) “One act of perfect righteousness presents all men freely acquitted in the sight of God.” Rom.5:18 Phillips. Every accusation against man has been effectively cancelled. Jn.12:31,32, Rev.12:9-12, Ps.103:2,3,10-12, Zech. 3:1-9.

4. Oneness of mind is not a luxury option; it is the conclusion of our faith. This puts friendship beyond strife. Paul sees that oneness in Christ inspires the fine-tuning of our conversation, “I urgently appeal to you that all of you say the same thing! Cultivate a spirit of harmony which makes division impossible since we all are perfectly joined together through the knowledge of what God did in Christ, to enjoy the same conviction of opinion.” 1Cor.1:10. “We believe and so we speak.” 2Cor.4:13. “Let the communication of your faith promote the knowledge of every good thing that is in us because of our union with Christ.” Philemon:6. “I am fully convinced about you that our oneness in Him will ensure our oneness of thought.” Gal.5:10. The entire gospel reveals our co-inclusion in Christ. No wonder Paul says that for us to compete with one another or even to measure or compare ourselves with one another is to be without understanding. 2Cor.10:12. 

This concludes that no personal differences, preferences or prejudices can be tolerated above the wonderful truth of God’s work of grace and reconciliation. Paul reminds Titus, “to avoid gossip, to speak evil of no one, to quit quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all men. Remember how foolish and hard of hearing we ourselves were; not knowing the truth about ourselves we were led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, we existed only for our own selfish interests, hated by men and hating one another. But when God overwhelmed us with goodness and His fondness for mankind dawned on us in the gospel, He rescued us, not because of some righteous deeds done by us, but by His own mercy demonstrated in Christ.” Titus 3:2-5. “You never need to retaliate, instead cultivate the attitude to anticipate beauty and value within every person you encounter. (Greek: pronoeo, anticipate, consider or know in advance; kalon, beauty, that which is of precious value.) You are more than able, and have within you all that it takes to be at peace with everyone, regardless of how they treat you! Don’t bother yourselves to get even when you feel done in. Here’s good strategy: be sensitive to the needs of your enemies and those who hate you, feed them when they’re hungry and give them something to drink when they are thirsty!” Rom.12:17-20. Paul here quotes Proverbs 25:21,22. “Heaping coals of fire on someone’s head” refers to how a refiner would melt metal in the crucible, not only by putting it over the fire, but by heaping coals of fire upon it, thus intensifying the heat and speeding up the process! Thus these acts of kindness will certainly get rid of the dross in the mind of your enemy and win him as a friend! God sees gold in every relationship. He won us while we were yet hostile towards Him! Rom.5:8,10. “The goodness of God would incite you with forceful persuasion into a total change of mind.” Rom.2:4. “The love of Christ constrains me, for I am convinced that one died for all, therefore all  have died. From now on therefore I no longer consider any man from a human point of view.” 2Cor.5:14,16. Study and memorize the following scriptures with diligent attention: 1Cor.1:30, 1Cor.2:2,7,8, Acts10:15,28, 1John1:7, Ps.36:9, 2Cor.1:18-20, Philemon:6, Eph.4:7, James3:9, 1John 5:9,10,20, 1John 2:8,9,10, Heb.2:11. Since God is not confused about us, we can afford to be unanimous in mind and united in the same thought.

5. Living happily ever after! This is not a flash in the pan, hit and run thing! This gospel measures a union to be enjoyed with an unhindered, unlimited, uninterrupted future! To Job this thought was just too good to be true. Fear dominated his relationship with God. Job1:5, 3:25. When he reflects on his life he speaks about the days of “the autumn of God’s friendship.” Job29:2-4 (RSV) This suggests that he lived under the constant fear that the winter would soon interrupt the bliss of this friendship! God has so much more than a seasonal blessing in mind. Eph1:4,5 reveals that we are God’s eternal love dream. In Christ the Sabbath Rest is no longer a day but the celebration of a perfect redemption; it is a place of God’s unhindered enjoyment of man, and man’s unhindered enjoyment of God. The disciple John, the close friend of Jesus, writes (60 years after Jesus was separated from them in the flesh,) of an uninterrupted fellowship that he not only constantly enjoys but desires for every believer to fully participate in.”‘Our message concerns that Word, who is life; what He was from the beginning, what we have heard about Him, what our own eyes have seen of Him: what it was that met our gaze, and the touch of our hands. Yes, life dawned, and now we are eyewitnesses. I am writing this that joy may be yours in full measure!” (Knox Translation) “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.” To walk in the light as God is in the light suggests seeing yourself exclusively from God’s point of view. Now confessing sin takes on a brand new meaning. The Greek word translated, to confess, is made up of two words, homo + logeo, which means to speak the same thing, so instead of telling God about the detail of your sin, you tell sin about the detail of your redemption. God doesn’t need the information, the powers of darkness do! You cannot afford to cheat yourself by living a double standard life, acting out ‘the fellowship thing’ while still hiding sin in your life! Address sin in the authority of the light of God’s provision in Christ; His blood cleanses us from all sin. John writes to believers at different levels of their maturity, little children, young men and fathers. 1John2:12-14. To the little children he says, “I am writing this so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, (sin is the exception) we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous; and He in His own person is the atonement made for our sins, as well as for the sins of the whole world.” No one is better qualified to represent you than Him!  1John1-2:1,2. Study and memorize also the following scriptures: Heb.9:12, Col.2:13-16, Rom.6:1,6,7,11,12,17,+8:1-4, 1Pet.4:1,2, Col.3:1-3.  
THE SUCCESS OF THE CROSS
The gospel reveals how God succeeded to erase the effect of Adam’s fall. For the Gospel to be good news it must at least communicate a redemption that restores man to God’s original love dream. In Ephesians 1:4 Paul sees man associated in Christ from before the foundation of the world; because of this union, everything that happens in and through Christ includes man. “Of God are you in Christ” says Paul in 1Cor.1:30. This oneness is not the result of man’s presumption or wishful thinking, “all this is from God, who in Christ reconciled the world to Himself!” 2Cor.5:18,19. 

Something much bigger and of far greater consequence happened to mankind in Christ than whatever could be said against man as a result of Adam’s fall. All of recorded history could not bring enough evidence against man to contradict or cancel God’s verdict of acquittal! “God’s free gift immeasurably outperforms the transgression in consequence. For if through the transgression of the one individual the mass of mankind have died, infinitely greater is the generosity with which God’s grace, and the gift wrapped up in His grace, which found expression in another individual, Jesus Christ, have been bestowed on the mass of mankind. It follows then that just as the result of a single transgression is a condemnation, which extends to the whole human race, so also the result of a single decree of righteousness is a life-giving acquittal which extends to the whole human race.” Rom.5:15,18. Weymouth Translation. “The single action of Adam and the single action of Christ is similar, in that all of mankind is affected by it, although the effect is quite different.” Rom.5:18. Johnson’s translation. The same humanity that fell under the spell of Adam’s sin, are now addressed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ! What God accomplished in Christ is beyond comparison and out of all proportion in effect to Adam’s sin. 

J.B.Phillips writes (1955) in the preface of his translation of the book of Acts, the following: “Now in much modern evangelism the main plank of the platform is the emphasis, again and again, upon the utter sinfulness of man. “The Bible says, ‘All have sinned’,“ the modern evangelist will shout. “The Bible says, ‘There is none righteous, no not one.’ The Bible says, ‘All our righteousness is as filthy rags’.” But Luke in writing the Book of Acts, seemingly knows nothing about this emphasis. He instead highlights the experience of Peter with Cornelius, when God persuades him to call no man common or unclean! Indeed the modern technique of arousing guilt by quoting isolated texts of Scripture is not found in the Book of Acts at all.”

The success of the cross and the fresh impact and implication of the resurrection was evident in the Book of the acts of the early believers. “The Holy Spirit bore witness to the word of His grace with signs and wonders that followed their preaching, and the word increased and the number of disciples multiplied greatly!” Acts 6:7,14:3. 

The gospel declares man’s innocence; it is the receipt that confirms man’s acquittal. In any transaction a receipt represents the documented detail and legal reference to effective payment; it is the written acknowledgement of such payment. Mankind now faces instead of due judgement and condemnation, the ultimate verdict: God’s forgiveness and favour! The legal grounds for such a verdict is detailed in the preaching and teaching of the gospel of grace. The concept of acquittal means that all grounds for accusation, judgement, and condemnation are removed; mankind is declared not guilty and officially discharged from debt! “We were made alive in His resurrection; this confirms that our trespasses have been forgiven. The body of Christ nailed to the cross, represented the cancellation of the handwritten document of humanity’s guilt. The accuser of mankind now stands openly exposed, naked and embarrassed, having had his weapons stripped from him, his prey escaped his tyranny!” Col.2:13,14. Satan can no longer black-mail man with guilt! God has done enough to vindicate mankind; His resurrection from the dead triumphantly declares our justification. Rom.4:25. 

The revelation of the righteousness of God is the power secret of the gospel. Rom.1:16,17. “From faith to faith” means God believes what the gospel reveals and we take our faith from that; the gospel announces with distinction the ground God has to say of man what He declares to be true of him in Christ. 1Cor.1:30. 

Many so called gospel tracts over the years proclaimed Rom.3:23 in an isolated context, while verses 21, 22 and 24 to 26 reveals the triumph of the cross! The very same people that stood condemned, now stand justified in Christ! How God interprets the death and resurrection of Jesus gives ultimate definition and impact to the gospel. He now desires to capture our gaze to see what He saw in the fruit of the travail of His soul, and to know ourselves even as we have always been known! Isaiah 53:11. The highlight of John 10:10 is not the fact that the thief came to steal, kill and destroy, but that Jesus came that we might have life to the full in its most complete expression! “For with Thee is the fountain of life and in Thy light do we see the light!” Psalm 36:9. The testimony of God is our only claim to fame! 1John 5:9-11,20. 

“From now on therefore I no longer know any man from a human point of view!” 2Cor 5:16. “God has shown me to call no man common or unclean.” Acts 10:28. No personal ambition, qualification, noble-birth or achievement gives more distinction or definition to the individual, than the fact of man’s identification and co-inclusion in Christ! Philippians 3:4-9. Paul guards with jealous zeal over this gospel. Gal.1:6,7,11,12, Gal.2:5. “My gospel is the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery (every man’s inclusion in Him, 1Cor.2:6,7,8, Hos.6:2) which was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all nations.” Rom.16:25-27. The rulers of darkness failed to comprehend that all of mankind were represented in the death and resurrection of Christ; what they failed to see brought their power-claim over man to zero. The Greek word, katargeo, means to be rendered entirely useless! 1Cor 2:6. God destined and decreed what happened in Christ to be the restoration of man to the original opinion (glory) of God. The enemy can do nothing without man’s permission; the only possible power that a defeated foe can now assume, is to employ man’s unbelief and ignorance to persuade man to deceive himself and forget what manner of man he is. James 1:8,18,22-25. Jesus said that to continue in His Word is to know the truth, and to know the truth of sonship is true freedom indeed. John 8:31,32,35,36. Truth begets faith naturally; faith is quickened in our hearing; this is the anticipated and spontaneous outflow and persuasion of the integrity of God’s plan as it is revealed in Christ. Romans 10:17, Eph.1:13, 4:21. God’s eternal purpose has always been for mankind to share in His glory; faith sees the triumph of the cross in its full implication. 1Pet.1:10-13. Redemption finds its emphasis and definition in the fact that man was designed in the image and likeness of God; the true reflection of our Maker is waiting to be awakened in us through the gospel of faith. Genesis 1:26,31. The gospel confirms beyond dispute that God redeemed His image and likeness in man.

History recorded the death and resurrection of one man; eternity registers the death and resurrection of the Adamic race! God sees in the death of Jesus the death of every man! 2Cor.5:14, 1Cr.15:22. 

Mankind’s inclusion in Christ is the conclusion of grace. The Prophets saw it: “Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall the earth be born in one day? Shall all people be brought forth in one moment?” Isaiah 66:8. “On the second day He will revive us, on the third day He will raise us up that we may live before Him.” Hos.6:1,2,7. Our co-inclusion in His death and resurrection was prophesied 800 years B.C. through Hosea and 700 B.C. by Isaiah. “To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” Is.52:10,53:1,4,5,11. Peter saw it: “God has shown me to call no man common or unclean.” Acts 10:28. Peter realised that something happened to mankind in the death Of Jesus. We were born anew in His resurrection! 1Pet.1:3. Luke wrote: “We bring you the Good News, that what God promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled in us by raising Jesus from the dead even as David prophesied in the second Psalm saying: ‘Thou art My beloved Son, today I have begotten thee.” Acts 13:30-33. The resurrection of Jesus declares mankind’s new birth. 

Paul saw it: “While we were dead in our trespasses and sin, God made us alive together with Christ.” Eph.2:5. “I have been crucified with Christ, united with Him in a death like His.” Gal.2:20, Rom.6:5, Col.2:11-13, 3:1-4. Gal.3:26, 4:7, 2Cor.5:16-19. John saw it: “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, to know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His son, Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.” 1John 5:20. “What is true in Him is equally true in you.” 1John 2:7,8. Jesus saw it: “The hour has come for the son of man to be glorified; unless the corn of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” John 12:23,24. Now we see it: Paul prays for us that the eyes of our understanding will be enlightened that we may know the mystery of His purpose. Eph.1:9,10,17-19,2:1-10. “For we have been united with Him in a death like His to also be one with Him in a life equal to His.” Rom.6:5,6. “Think of yourself as dead to sin.” Knox Translation Rom.6:11. The Greek word logizomai , means logical conclusion; this is the conclusion of faith, which suggests that it is not wishful thinking or presumption to think of yourself this way! In fact, there is no other way to see yourself without cheating or twisting the truth! Where the law appealed to the obligation of obedience by sheer willpower, the gospel of His grace appeals to the conviction of faith. This releases a new kind of obedience: the obedience of faith. Rom.1:5, 16,17/16:25,26. The law revealed how exceedingly sinful man became, while the Gospel reveals how exceedingly righteous man became. Rom.7:13. The ends of the earth shall see it! “The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” Is.52:10. Habukkuk, (whose name means to embrace) is the prophet who saw righteousness by faith, 2:4; in chapter 2:2 he says, “Write the vision, make it plain upon tablets that he may run who reads it.” Die Contemporary English Version says, “Then the LORD told me: "I will give you my message in the form of a vision. Write it clearly enough to be read at a glance.”  And then in verse 14 he makes this remarkable statement, “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” Psalm 98:1-3 records the following song: “Sing unto the Lord a new song, for He has done marvellous things! His right hand and His holy arm have gotten Him the victory. The Lord has made known His salvation, His righteousness has He openly shown in the sight of the nations. All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” All principalities and powers will see it: “Through the ekklesia, (those who hear and respond to the voice of their true origin and identity) the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to principalities and powers. And in the coming ages He will continue to display in us the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus“ Eph.2:6,7, Eph.3:10.

Paul sees his ministry and apostleship as the fruit of grace which now compels him to bring about the obedience of faith. Rom.1:5. The Greek word for obedience, hupakouo (upo, to submit under + akouo, to listen out for) to hear with distinction and accurate understanding. Paul desires to make all men see. Eph.3:9. James sees the mirror mystery, where our true identity is revealed, as the perfect law of liberty. (The law of spontaneity) James 1:23-25. Our doing is triggered by our seeing the truth about ourselves; no longer a doing to become something or even a doing to improve ourselves, but a doing because of who our faith knows we are. Being convinced about your true identity in the face of contradiction is the secret of a fulfilled life. James1:2-4,17,18. The gospel remains in the first place something I see, not something I do; even my dying is not a doing, but a seeing; the seeing always inspires the doing. The law of faith reveals how the obedience of Christ cancelled out the effect of the disobedience of Adam. Rom.5:19. The immediate implication of Christ’s obedience releases an authority to us whereby we may destroy every stronghold and arrest every thought that keeps us enslaved to an inferior opinion or identity. (See 2Cor.10:3-5 where the King James Bible has the correct translation, “the obedience of Christ,” instead of the obedience to Christ like most other translations wrongfully suggest. This makes an enormous difference: to obey Christ keeps man restricted to the same limitations and frustrations he experienced under the law; his own inconsistency and inability bring about the inevitable sense of guilt and failure; whereas the obedience of Christ links man to the limitless success of Christ’s achievement on humanity’s behalf; He performed in our stead!) No contradiction to the implication of His obedience is tolerated. The moment of faith is like the effect of light dispelling darkness, effortlessly! Darkness does not erase the truth, it only hides from view that which already is; that which light reveals. 

It remains possible for man to ignore or neglect the truth of salvation and make too little of it, but it is not possible to make too much of such a great salvation. 

Redemption can be underestimated, but not exaggerated. Heb.2:3, 2Chron.9:5,6, Luke 11:31. Discover the immeasurable dimensions of the love of God which surpasses knowledge. Eph.3:18-20. “Both of two believers can appreciate that Christ died for their sins and rejoice in His forgiveness; one of them instead sees deeper and understands that Christ also died for our sinfulness.” (George Peck 1880) “Is it possible that we now have permission to sin in order to take advantage of grace? How absurd! We cannot be dead and alive to sin at the same time.” Rom.6:1,2. “Our being co-crucified with Christ means that sin has lost its right to the use of our bodies as its vehicle. A dead man is immune to the power of sin. Since we are included in the death of Christ through faith, then that is the basis upon which we also participate in His life.” Rom.6:6,7. “We have passed out of sin as truly as a dead man has passed out of life.” Rom.6:6. Way’s translation. “We may now confidently conclude that we are actually dead to sin and in living union with God through Christ. Our bodies are as good as dead as far as the dominion of sin is concerned.” Rom.6:11,12. “On the cross His own body took the weight of our sins. (Knox) Thus we died to sin and are now reckoned alive unto righteousness; by His stripes we were healed!” 1Pet.2:24, 4:1,2. “In Christ God dealt with sin in such a way that He condemned its power in the very domain it claimed as its stronghold, the human body!” Rom.8:3. 

JESUS - THE REVELATION OF MAN’S TRUE IDENTITY

(The testimony of truth)
The origin of man is forever imprinted in the mind of God. Genesis 1:26. “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” Jer.1:5. An inseparable association exists from before the foundation of the earth that identifies mankind in Christ. Eph.1:4. “In Christ we see the original mould and intended shape of our lives.” Rom.8:29 The Message. The two most important words in the Bible are the words, “in Christ.” This union is the key that unlocks the mystery of the Bible; it is not possible to understand the Bible or redemption in any other light. The word “associate” means that there exists a union between different parties, which makes it impossible to ignore or exclude any party from the other when one is brought to mind. In the mind of God, Jesus immediately represents mankind; this association makes it impossible for God to distance or separate man from the life, death, resurrection and glorification of his Son. God is intimately acquainted with man in the essence of His eternal thought. In the depths of His Being He sees man in His own image and likeness. “When God imagined us and fashioned us in union with Christ, He had an excellence of expression in mind that would be consistent with His expectation and true to our original design.” Eph.2:10. The Greek word hetoimatzo, lit. to prepare beforehand, is drawn from the oriental custom of sending on before kings on their journeys persons to level the roads and make them passable. In Christ God made a royal Highway for us, every obstacle is removed so that we may walk as kings! Is.40:3,4. In the context of Ephesians 2, Paul reveals how God restored us to dominion at His right hand through our union with Christ in His death and resurrection. We are now co-seated with Him and share His victory and throne over all sin and principalities of darkness. History would never present enough contradiction to nullify or diminish God’s image in man. Our origin reveals a genesis of greater consequence than what any contradiction can deny; while time and history can only record and register fleeting moments and events, faith reveals truth in spirit and eternal dimension. The wealth of this intimate association forms the basis of our Divine encounter. This is the fuel of our faith-persuasion and ultimate life expression. In the light of this union lies the mystery and truth of the gospel. Jesus is not ashamed to call man His brother, since they share the same origin. Heb.1:1-3 and chapter 2:11.

The significance of mankind’s inclusion in Christ culminates in the revelation of His death being our death and His triumphant resurrection as our new birth. Jesus as the last Adam brings an end to the fallen Adamic race; 1Cor.15:45, 1Pet.1:3. When He is raised by the power of God, a new species is born, the old things have passed away, behold everything has become new! “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.” The “if” is not a condition but a conclusion! 2Cor.5:17. “If God be for us, who can be against us!” Rom.8:31. The Good News reveals that God is for us! The angels announced His favour and delight in mankind when they announced the birth of Jesus. This is the glad tiding of great joy, which will come to all people! Luke 2:10,14. “Of God are you in Christ.” 1Cor.1:30. 

The revelation of Christ is irrelevant outside of man’s inclusion in Him! “We were made alive together with Him, and were raised up together with Him to be seated with Him in heavenly places.” Eph.2:5,6, Hosea 6:2. “It was His desire to bring us forth through the word of truth.” James 1:18. To hear the word of truth is to see the face of your birth; yourself as you really are. James 1:22-25. The truth about man is revealed in Christ; this is the mystery of grace: God revealed us in Christ! “One died for all, which leaves us with only one conclusion, all have died!” 2Cor.5:14. The gospel is the truth about us as it is recorded in Christ. Eph.1:13, 4:21. Within the context of this gospel no person stands condemned; the judgement of humanity fell on one man, “once and for all.” God gave evidence of humanity’s righteous judgement, by raising Christ from the dead. Acts 17:31, Rom.4:25. ”From now on therefore I no longer regard any person from a human point of view.” J.B. Phillips translates this to read, “our knowledge of men can no longer be based on their outward lives.” 2Cor.5:16. God has done in us what the law could not do, (we could not accomplish this through the law, since the law restricted us to our flesh; what God did in Christ opens a new dimension of thinking to us, we may now see ourselves in our spirit identity, free from the dominating influence of the old sinful man of the flesh.) Christ condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us. “Christ signed the death-warrant of sin in our nature.” Knox.  Rom.8:3-5. Man remains capable to reason contrary to the truth and so deceive himself and neutralise the effect of faith; there needs to be a conscious setting of the mind upon the things of the spirit. To be double minded about your true identity, will keep you confused and unstable. James 1:7,8. The perfect law of liberty frees you to see your true self beyond all contradiction! James 1:25. “O Galatians, why do you allow yourselves to be swept along by philosophical deceit? In losing that initial faith impact of the truth, you are losing all the ground you have gained in your minds! Christ crucified was preached with graphic display and implication, so that what happened there historically, equally happened within you! The truth was declared in such a way that you witnessed His death as your own.” Galatians 3:1.  Faith is not a chance you take; it is not a blind-fold shot in the dark! The gospel is first about something you see, before it is about something you do; not even your dying is a doing it is a seeing that you have died in His death; He actually died your death! Rom.6:11, 1Cor.1:30. So much of religious energy is wasted on useless attempts to do things that are already done; to become something you already are! Because of ignorance, Christianity has become much like Buddhism; people have become totally engaged in a fruitless but constant effort to die to self. When you discover the truth about the image of God in us and the reality of Christ in us, you cannot but love your neighbour even as you love yourself! Seeing inspires doing; the law of association is the principle of faith. Rom.3:27, James 1:25. The law of faith equals the perfect law of liberty; Paul also calls this life the law of the spirit and the law of the new creation. Rom.8:2. Gal.6:15,16. Truth is never under threat; ignorance or contradiction cannot cancel truth. We can do nothing against the truth, only for the truth! 2Cor.13:8, Rom.3:3,4. Disappointment, distraction, personal experience or someone else’s opinion should never persuade you contrary to the truth! There is no need to manipulate or tamper with the word of God so as to squeeze the opinion of God into a compromise as it were, getting God to agree with man about his failure. Human experience is not the measure of truth. “With the open statement of the truth I commend myself to every man’s conscience.” (Greek word for conscience, suneidesis, a joint-seeing.) With Christ as the mirror reflection of man’s true identity, the appeal to man’s conscience is universal. 2Cor.3:18, and chapter 4:2. Paul understands that mankind is conscience-compatible; he therefore anticipates their favourable response to the appeal of truth. 

Many popular doctrines are based on isolated scripture references outside of the context of God’s work of redemption as it is revealed in Christ. Any concept that excludes the good news of what God achieved on humanity’s behalf in Christ is irrelevant, no matter how many scriptures can be quoted. Redemption is the context of scripture, not even its historic or traditional setting. Many translations through the years have been manipulated to reflect human opinion and traditional interpretation, rather than the truth of man’s complete deliverance from sin and restoration to the image of God. Man’s sense of guilt and shortcoming has been most severely exploited through religious institutions over the years. Many of the magnificent ancient Catholic cathedrals bear witness to this fact. The selling of millions of indulgences often funded such building projects. An indulgence was a piece of paper issued on behalf of the Pope or a local Bishop with the authority of the church offering written promises of shortening time in purgatory! This lie gave the man with money freedom to continue to indulge in any sinful appetite without the plaguing sense of guilt, since he bought some relief for himself and his deceased relatives. Promoting and selling fear became the major emphasis of the church, especially while the masses had no access to a Bible that was written in languages which none but the church leaders could understand. When it comes to guilt and the uncertainty and fear of the future, man has always been a sucker for punishment, no wonder the biggest and tallest buildings in the old days were the churches or cathedrals and in any modern city today they are usually the insurance companies; they are still selling the same product, fear. Man will pay any price and buy any lie to imagine that he feels relieved of his sense of guilt or fear. Amongst the Protestant churches, the message of sin, hell and eternal judgement has been a popular mode of convincing people into making decisions for Christ. It always amazes me how intelligent people can imagine a relationship of intimate divine romance between God and man, built on a foundation of a constant sense of fear, failure, inferiority and guilt. Somehow the emphasis on Adam’s transgression and humanity’s utter sinfulness seemed to be the main ingredient of the ‘good’ (!?) news. While the true gospel reveals that God ‘s free gift of grace in Christ cancelled the impact and implication of sin. Yes “the thief came to steal, kill and destroy, but I have come that you might have life and have it more abundantly!” John 10:10. In Christ God reveals man’s true value. “He has shown me to call no man common or unclean!” Acts 10:15,28, 1Joh.5:9-11, 2Cor.5:16. The entire Bible is about Jesus, and all of Jesus is about us! Unbelief feeds on ignorance or wrong knowledge and keeps man trapped in an inferior mindset and opinion of himself. The ignorance of man does not change the fact that all of mankind stands equally acquitted and forgiven in God’s sight; yet the individual’s resistance to the word of truth, whether it be due to ignorance or his own hardness of head and heart, robs him of enjoying the benefit of God’s love, a life flooded in light. “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him; whoever lacks these things are short-sighted and blind.” 2Pet.1:3,9. Not seeing something does not make it non-existing! Awareness awakened equals appreciation. The image and inscription remains in tact on the lost coin, it can never lose its true identity or value. Mark 12:15-17, Acts 17:27-29. Just like in the coin, the image and name of God is engraved in every man; in Christ the true identity of man was preserved, in spite of the fall of Adam. The negative of a film preserves the original moment of the photograph; thus Jesus remains the blueprint of man’s true origin.

“Who do men say that the son of man is? The son of man is the son of God.” Math 16:13-18. This question highlights the crux of the mission of Christ; He gives accurate definition to mankind’s true origin and their spiritual identity. In seeing Him beyond popular opinion from a mere human point of view, we discover the face of our birth as in a mirror! 2Cor.5:16, Jam.1:18,23. “Simon, son of Jonah, you are Peter” (Rock) son of Petra (God, the great Rock who gave you birth, Deut 32:18.) In modern computer language the Rock would resemble the Hard Drive, the permanent memory-bank. Upon this Rock, I will build my church. (ekklesia) Church is a word invented by the translators of the King James Bible! Almost nothing that the word suggests in our familiar traditional reference is consistent with its true context and meaning. Two Greek words make up the word ekklesia: ek, a preposition which denotes origin, and the word kaleo, which means, to invite with a loud voice, or to give someone a name, to identify someone by name, to salute by name. This is exactly what Jesus did; he revealed man’s true origin (son of God) and gave Simon a new name! It is upon the revelation of man’s true identity that Jesus builds His ekklesia. This is not a man-made building or organisation, but living stones revealed together as the habitation of God in the earth. 

“The Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.” Eph.3:15, Mal.2:10,15, Is.51:1. “It is from Him that we take our origin.” 1Cor.1:30. Knox. “For He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one origin. That is why He is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, ‘I will proclaim Your name to my brothers.” Heb.2:11,12. “We are indeed His offspring.” Acts 17:28. Jesus is so much more than a Jew. John 4:9,10. He is the Gift of God that awakens the fountain of life (origin) in every man.  “He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.” Col.1:15. All things share their authentic origin in Him. Jn.1:3. “Beholding Him as in a mirror, we are changed into His likeness.” 2 Cor.3:18. “God separated me from my mothers womb, when He revealed His son in me, in order that I may proclaim Him in the nations!” Gal.1:15,16. Most translations suggest that Christ must be preached to the nations. There is an enormous difference; this revelation will revolutionise the concept of evangelism! “From now on therefore, I no longer consider any man from a human point of view!” 2Cr.5:14,16. Paul’s noble birth in the flesh carries no further significance! Phil.3:3-9. “Now there can no longer be Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free men, male or female, but we are all one in Christ!” Gal.3:28. It is time for the ugly ducklings to discover themselves in the mirror of truth! The ekklesia is the echo of the voice that announces man’s true origin and identity.  The believer’s life is the living epistle that appeals to every man’s conscience; to be known and read by all men.  2Cor.2:2,3, 4:2. “This grace was given to me to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, that through the ekklesia, the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose, which He has realised in Christ Jesus.” Ep.3:8-11. “We are no longer obliged to live under the dominion of a sinful nature, neither are we cheating anyone through false pretensions, but we stand fully identified in the knowledge of the new creation according to the pattern of the exact image of our Creator.” Col.3:9-11.
GOD’S STRATEGY - ASIA IN ONE MAN

“Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for Christ.” Rom. 16:5. God sees the many in the one. He says of Abraham, “In you will all the nations be blessed.” Gal.3:8,9. He is the God “who calls things, which be not (because they do not yet appear to be) as though they were” (because they are!) Rom.4:17. The law revealed how the mass of mankind was included in Adam, and now with far greater consequence, the gospel reveals the same mass of humanity that once stood condemned in Adam, included in one man’s act of righteousness. Rom.5:15-19. “All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” Ps.98:1-3. “The furthest parts of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before Him. Men shall tell of Him to the next generation, and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has wrought it.” Ps.22:27,30,31. 

Habakkuk sees righteousness by faith; he sees mankind fully embraced and restored in favour and innocence, because of God’s doing. This vision is to be published with the greatest accuracy and clarity so that he may run who reads it. For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Hab.2:2,4,14. The most severe contradiction cannot nullify the enthusiasm and joy that the liberating knowledge of truth brings: “even though the fig trees do not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, (this sounds like the curse of Deut.28!) yet (because of righteousness by faith) I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. God the Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like hinds feet, he makes me tread secure upon high and slippery places!” Hab.3:17-19, Jam.1:2-4. 

“Make the vision plain on tablets, so that he may run who reads it!.” Hab.2:2. “When you read this you will perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ.” Eph.3:4. “Think over what I say for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything that I say.” 2Tim.2:7. “We impart this in words, not taught by human wisdom (experience is not a true teacher) but taught by the spirit, combining (intertwining) spirit with spirit.” 1Cor.2:13. “Paul preached in such a way that many believed.” Acts 14:1. “Faith (persuasion) comes through hearing, and hearing is ignited through the revelation of Christ.” Rom.10:17. “We have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believe and so I speak” we too believe and so we speak!” 2Cor.4:13. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light dawned. Thou hast multiplied the nation, Thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before Thee as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast broken as in the day of Midian (when God wrought a mighty victory through Gideon, without any weapons, only trumpets and torches inside empty clay jars, on a day when they were totally outnumbered). For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder, and His name will be called, “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do it.” Is.9:2-4,6,7. The zeal of the Lord is in total contrast to a religious zeal for God. The zeal of God is fuelled by the revelation of righteousness by faith. Hab.2:2,4, Rom.10:2,3.  “Ask of me the nations for your heritage and I will give you the ends of the earth for your possession.” Ps.2:8. The remote corners of the earth will witness the salvation that God has brought about. Is.42:6,7, 52:7-10, 60:1-3,21,22, 61:1,2. The gates of hades will not resist the revelation of man’s true identity. (ha+ideis, not to see, spiritual ignorance) Math.16:13-18. If geography had to be the measure of the greatness of salvation then the ends of the earth can be the only conclusion. The breadth, length, height and depth of the love of Christ, which surpasses knowledge addresses every human as included in God’s audience. This gospel is every man’s portion. “Behold we bring you good news of great joy, which is meant for every man! Peace on earth among all people, for His pleasure and delight is in man!” Luke 2:10,14. 

The destiny of the good news is to win the world. “Every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:10,11. All men became exceedingly sinful through the fall of one man, Adam; they did not realise this until the law revealed it; but all men became exceedingly righteous through one man’s death and resurrection; yet they do not realise it until the gospel reveals it. Rom.5:12,13, 7:7,13. This realisation ignites a compelling urgency to include the next person into this life of blissful union with God! Eph.3:9, 2Cor.5:14-21. “We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20. Declaring the glad tidings gives definition to life. ‘It is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him understand. I am full of words. The spirit within me constrains me. Behold my heart is like wine that has no vent; like new wineskins it is ready to burst. I must speak that I may find relief.’ Job 32:6-8, 18-20. “My heart became hot within me. As I mused, the fire burned; then I spoke!” Ps.39:3. “Did not our hearts burn within us while He spoke to us and opened the scriptures to us?” Luke 24:32. “That which we have seen and heard we declare also to you so that you may participate with us in a celebration of fellowship with the Father and the Son in fullness of joy!” 1John1:4. Paul speaks of an inner energy that mightily inspires him with enthusiasm and passion to persuade every man fully in the revelation of God’s mystery. Col.1:24-29. Our beholding Him as in a mirror, gives volume to our voice! The revelation of grace fuels the fire within! 1Cor.15:10. Faith finds its inspiration in revelation knowledge; Paul says that the secret to his ministry is not his articulate utterance or persuasive speech, but his faith-knowledge. 2Cor.4:13, 2Cor.11:6, 2Cor.5:14, Eph.3:4, 1Cor.2:1-5.  Paul’s ministry was so much more than a mere career choice of convenience; he was compelled by love and joy because of what he knew to be true, in the midst of severe contradiction. 2Cor.11:23-30, Phil.4:11,12. Temporal setbacks and lack offered no threat to the overwhelming conviction of God’s love. Rom.8:37-39. He felt urged and indebted to persuade both the learned Greeks and the illiterate masses of their inclusion in Christ. Rom.1:5,14,15. He continued to labour with his own hands not to put any burden on the people he ministered to, yet he was never known as Paul the tentmaker; even his apostleship was not a formal title but rather a description of his passion; he was driven by the word to make all men see. Acts 18:3,5, 1Thess.2:7-9,  Acts 20:33, 1Thess.4:11,12,  2Thess.3:6-13. To him life in the flesh meant fruitful labour; everything that happened to him only served to advance the gospel. Phil.1:12, 21-25. Not even a prison cell could dim or frustrate his vision; he continued to see the word unfettered by his circumstances. 2Tim.2:9. He remained fully convinced that his ministry would never be ineffective or in vain; neither would he be like an aimless boxer just beating the air. 1Cor.9:26, and chapter 15:58. He understood the value of the individual and knew that the key to reaching the next person was in reaching the one. 2Cor.5:16, 10:12-16, 2Tim.2:2. Jesus never underestimated the individual, regardless of their reputation; He reaches the city of Sychar through one woman. John 4:40-42. In Mark 5:19+20, He sees ten cities in one man’s testimony! (Dekapolis = 10 cities.) Phillip is led by the Spirit on a lonely road to introduce one Ethiopian to Christ; there is a continent in the individual! Acts 8:26-40.
Paul is not led by open doors, but by the knowledge that God always leads us in triumph and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. 2Cor.2:12-14. God saw so much more in Gideon than what Gideon saw in himself. Before he encountered the word of the Lord, his life was reduced to mere survival. Judges 6:11,12,14 –16.  God watches over His word to perform it! Jer.1:5-12. Jeremiah sees an almond tree; the Hebrew name for an almond tree is the tree that has woken up, since it is the first tree to blossom and bear fruit while all the other trees are still sleeping! “You say there are yet four months, then comes the harvest, I tell you, lift up your eyes and see how the fields are already white for harvest! I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour; others have laboured that you may enter into their labour!” John 4:35,38. “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; God making His appeal through us. Being co-labourers therefore with Him, we beseech you, “be reconciled! Do not accept His grace in vain!” Behold now is the acceptable time; behold now is the day of salvation!” 2Cor.5:18-20, 6:1. 

Righteousness by faith says: “God has wrought it; of God are you in Christ, He has done it, we enter into His finished work, we enter into His rest (the fruit of His labour) where we cease from our own labours! Today when you hear His voice, do not harden your heart.” Heb.4:2,7,10. Is.26:12.  Our obedience and belief is superseded by His. It is what He did and believes that inspires our action and faith! Uneducated, ordinary men turned their world upside down. Acts 1:5-8, 4:13, chapter 17:6, 1Cor.1:26-31, Heb.12:1-3, Acts 8:5-7, 26, 27, 40. Acts 10:1, 5, 28. “There remains yet much land to be possessed!” Josh.13:1. All of Asia heard the word within two years as a result of focused ministry coming from one school! Acts 19:8-11. “Get you up into a high mountain, O herald of Good Tidings, lift up your voice with strength!” Is.40:9. Picture the body language of the messengers returning from the battlefield with the glad tidings of victory! “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good; who publishes salvation!” Is.52:7.
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