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PREFACE

Life sometimes seems to be like a mighty magnet, which compels one almost in remote control fashion. 

Yet if karma has the final say, why would it appear that some people are luckier than others? Our own thoughts, words, choices, habits and attitudes continue to turn and empower circumstances, events and people, which in turn touch and shape our destiny. Yet we often find ourselves trapped in confusion where life no longer seems to make any sense. 

Does ‘church’ still have a valid voice in society? Unlike the situation in the time of the Reformation in Luther’s day, the pulpit of the formal church has, especially amongst young people, lost a lot of its public impact. Purgatory indulgences (‘sin now, pay later’, or actually ‘pay now sin later!’) then purchased at any price, have now made room for the same spider in a new web: religious indifference. The purpose of both these lies is to keep man caged in ignorance of his true identity. 

I believe that within the horizon of our hearts, the voice of our spirit echoes truth. We are designed to explore and discover our inmost self, the wealth of light and life within our reach. Even the sense of hopelessness in a crisis would prompt us to dig deeper to find the Rock-foundation inside of us.

I pray that this writing would challenge and stir you to the core of your being and your beliefs to remove every trace of the substitute, man-made self-image with its glorious head of golden glitter and its silvery bust and bronze body. The little stone that was cut out by no human hand is destined to strike that image of vanity and piety on its feet of iron and clay and become in its place a Rock that fills the whole earth; the true image and likeness of God, restored and revealed in man. (Dan.2:32-35)

WHALES AND THE SABI SAND

My family and I live in Hermanus, near Cape Town. This is certainly one of the most beautiful towns in South Africa, and famous for the world’s best land-based whale watching. The Southern Right Whale visits our bay every year between June and December to mate and calve. For many years Hermanus remained a quiet fishing- and holiday-village. But you cannot hide a 14-meter, 40-ton mammal forever. Certainly not up to 200 of them frolicking, breaching, spy hopping and lob-tailing galore! 

We moved here seven years ago, after a most devastating crisis year. In 1996 our business, and almost our marriage, crashed. It felt as if we had fallen into a deep dark pit. Not only did I lose my father, but also one of our dearest friends died in a motorbike accident. For years nobody close to us, died. Suddenly, within a few months, six people whom we knew died in five separate light aircraft accidents. I crashed my own plane in the Sabi Sand Game Reserve, but crawled out of the wreck without a scratch. Yet they say any landing you can walk (or run) from is a good one! During that same year, we were introduced into a ‘wonderful’ investment opportunity, which turned out to be a pyramid-scheme. Millions of Rand were involved, and many people were badly hurt.

But for four years prior to this we lived our dream. I negotiated an agreement with one of the owners of a farm in the Sabi Sand Private Game Reserve, bordering the famous Kruger National Park. We designed, built and managed our own Bush Lodge with five en-suite double rooms. The camp was rustic and warm with ambience and character. While Lydia won the admiration of the guests with her cooking-talent on the open fire, my brother’s son and I entertained them with long walks among the elephants and lion. During weekends and school holidays our four children practised their hospitality skills. Shinga was located in pure African paradise. This was certainly a time of fantastic experience and rich memory. We met wonderful people and shared unforgettable moments. 

I involved a partner who impressed the owner of the farm with his financial connections. We then reached an agreement to proceed with the upgrading of what would become one of the most luxurious lodges in the Sabi Sand. The plans for the new lodge were finalised and all advance bookings for Shinga were cancelled. 

While on holiday in Rooi Els near Hermanus in December of 1996, we received news that shattered us: the Sabi Sand Committee had rejected all our plans for the new lodge. We were further informed that we would not be allowed to re-open Shinga since the owners of the Sabi Sand decided to restrict the number of beds per farm. By now we had already discovered that we had lost everything in the investment scheme and, with the unexpected turn of events, we were forced to make sudden and dramatic decisions.    

My mom and dad’s parents as well as my father’s grandparents lived in Hermanus for many years. We spent most of our holidays here. The ‘De Wets-huis Museum’ was my great-grandfather’s house. (He did not want to have his children study under an English teacher, so he imported Hemanus Pieters from Holland!) Until the 1890’s he operated six boats from the old harbour. The attraction of the sea and the possibility for our children to live in a town for the first time in their lives, with both the Primary and the High Schools a mere block away, helped us make up our minds. 

In the meantime, ‘back at the Ranch’, the partner and the owner of the farm intercepted the plans for the new lodge. Since we were now living 2000 kilometres away from the bush, news about the new developments only reached us six months later via the grape-to-cape-vine. 

But no one feels sorry for you if you live in Hermanus. And it does not even help to feel sorry for yourself. I tried hard for two years. I sulked and whined until my wife one day observed that my conversation had become reduced to sighing. We were surrounded by exquisite natural beauty, and did we have to own before we could enjoy? In fact we never really own anything in the material world beyond the fleeting moment or memory. 

One day on my way to Cape Town to install swimming pool covers, a feeling of desperate hopelessness pressed upon me; nothing seemed to make sense any more. I had such a desire to just hear a voice that would somehow direct my confused thoughts. When I turned on the radio, I heard only one line of a song by Mike and the Mechanics, ’…you’re a beggar on a beach of gold!’  Nothing you could ever lose can leave you feeling more poverty stricken and desolate than losing your awareness of the wealth within you. 

What lies behind you and what lies before you are small matters compared to what lies within you. [Ralph Waldo Emerson] 

For a decade I drifted in a wilderness of spiritual darkness and isolation. I started writing the notes that eventually triggered this book in December 2000. The whisper in the wind became a cloudburst of thought. My wish is that this study would be a lamp to the reader, especially for those going through a dark place. Anticipate the day to dawn for you as the morning star rises in your own heart. (2 Pet.1:19)

GRAVITY

Everything begins somewhere. Sometimes it is difficult to trace the exact origin and time, but you often suddenly become aware that you are caught up in the slipstream of something. You are either chasing something or something is chasing you. It reminds me of the story of a man who arrived out of breath and in a state of shock at a farmhouse. He had run away from a lion. The farmer asked him why he had not climbed into a tree… ‘Huh! I was going too fast’ he said. 

Talking about a slipstream, a thought pattern often creates a momentum that forms a magnetic field with its own pull or gravity. Within a specific environment, the law of gravity works spontaneously. The nearer to the source, the more dynamic the effect of the law becomes. A thought often entertained becomes a footpath in the field of your imagination. It is common knowledge that a negative thought pattern is the major cause of depression. A thought may remain secret and invisible for some time, but it inevitably will affect your conversation, your mood and your health. Your behaviour, whether it be your body language or attitude, will always betray your thoughts. An individual’s attitude and mood can even transmit an invisible energy that influences others. Often a wonderful family mealtime can be spoiled by one person’s bad mood if nobody knows any better. 

How do we escape the habit of negative thinking? The mere effort to match a negative thought or even replace one with a positive thought can be most exhausting and often frustrating, leaving one with the feeling of fighting a losing battle. It becomes a vicious circle. Fighting depression this way can be more difficult than trying to quit cigarettes. We all know that light dispels darkness effortlessly, but how does one turn the light on? Is there a law that can counter the force of gravity?

When I trained for my pilot’s licence, the instructor explained how the law of lift, in a sense, supersedes the law of gravity. One law neutralises the effect of another law, so to speak. To ultimately proceed beyond the atmosphere of the earth would bring about an experience of weightlessness. The law of gravity offers an interesting comparison to help understand how other laws work. A law does not work by chance. It does, however, work according to specific, predictable principles. Choice does not trigger the effect of gravity.  Neither is gravity a respecter of persons; whether you are skinny, overweight, famous, attractive or poor, Catholic or Muslim, gravity will keep your feet on the ground; while you remain within the reach of its influence. But hey, you can always learn to fly!

We tend to become so caught up and occupied within the immediate space of our day-to-day routine that we often neglect to discover the friend in our neighbour, beyond the concrete walls. Breaking through the boundaries of the known, to discover time and space in a different perspective and dimension, would certainly challenge the comfort-zone. 

Science allows us to research our origin, and possible destiny, within the confined limits of what we perceive with our senses to be a realistic measure of space and time. This discipline, however, reaches a point where modern and sophisticated technology fails to calculate the infinite depth of our horizon.       

The Hubble space-telescope captures images of the most beautiful and colourful galaxies, millions of light years distant from us - the furthest the human eye has ever been able to penetrate the universe. A light year measures the distance light travels at a speed of 300 000 kilometres per second over a period of one year! Should one be able to count just the stars in our galaxy at one star per second, it would take about 3000 years!

Archaeologists patiently uncover fossils and skeletons from the dust and through carbon dating reveal historic evidence of millions of years ago. We continue to upgrade our methods and often make yesteryear’s claims look ridiculous.  

Fundamentally, all matter in the universe is made up of tiny separate particles called atoms. The nucleus of the atom is basically a tiny sound wave, electrically charged, and vibrating spontaneously and continuously. A million million atoms make too small a lump to see, but with powerful microscopes we probe into this near-invisible world to unveil its secrets. We discover fascinating reflections of distance, energy and movement that mirror outer space. On scale, the distance between a whirling electron and the nucleus it revolves around within the atom, is further than the distance between the earth and the sun. (220 million kilometres!) Just when we hope to finally calculate the electron, it too breaks down into energy vibrations that blink in and out of our view millions of times per second. 

To appreciate the comparative size of a an atom, the following illustrations will astound you: If one hundred and thirty libraries each contain eight million books, with one thousand pages, each page containing 50 000 dots, the sum total of the dots in these books would equal the number of atoms in one bubble of oxygen the size of a mustard seed! Imagine the smallest visible speck of soot divided amongst eight million people. Their mission in life would be to count the atoms present in their piece! If it were possible to count four atoms per second for eight hours a day, it would take them one hundred and fifty years to do!

Time measures the rhythm of constant change, moments become days, nights and seasons; the eternal frequency of life is registered here. From our exclusive perception of time, we risk definition to capture a glimpse of eternity; we probe space with blunt instruments, measuring speed and distance in our hungry quest for reason.

SPOOKY STUFF

Nothing is more fascinating than to witness windows of spirit within your reach open beyond the blurry boundaries of the senses and science. The attraction promises the most rewarding encounter. Spirit knowledge unveils the invisible world of thought and imagination. Here, feedback is reduced to resonance, and conclusion is the fruit of faith. When tuning a stringed instrument, another string will spontaneously begin to vibrate when the exact pitch corresponds to it.

Humans have a built-in ability to discern truth. We have within us the distinct talent to appreciate value. This exceeds any persuasion or argument, and defeats doubt. There is so much more to life than its visible expression in the meat-box. The statement that man shall not live by bread alone, suggests that enjoying a fulfilled life requires more than just the feeding of the flesh. Luke 4:4. Even having your bread buttered on both sides, leaves a void. Many affluent people today are totally dependent on anti-depressants. Wealth and fame certainly does not guarantee a fulfilled life! Instead, depression has become the modern illness. Yet, in a sense, we have never had it any better. Science has given us remarkable medical breakthroughs to enable us to live longer and safer than ever before. There are more people alive today than the total number of people who ever died in the history of mankind. With the popular emphasis on health foods and exercise one should almost be able to live forever!

The entertainment of the senses has become the biggest industry of our world; whether it be the frowned-upon illegal drug trade and porn-industry, or the popular big-money-sport, film, music, drama, travel, or food and wine-thing, we have perfected the art of entertaining ourselves. This should be an age where we peak in terms of absolute fulfilment. We bombard our senses with information and sensation. We have never known more. We have never travelled faster. Our children astound us with their skills on the computer and on the sports field. From the 1700s to the 1800s, the ends of the earth shrunk from six months’ distance to six weeks.  In the early 1900s this became a mere three days. My grandmother travelled from Cape Town to Pretoria the first time when she was six years old, by ox wagon. The adventurous round trip of about 3000 kilometres lasted several months. In 1961, when she was in her eighties, my father fetched her from Hermanus and they flew from Cape Town to Johannesburg in just over two hours!  Today we transport ourselves anywhere in the world in a few hours, and we pride ourselves on being globally in touch within seconds. Even outer space could become a tourist destination! Life has become so convenient. We have so much available to us at the mere touch of a button. Yet greed and a constant sense of lack seem to dominate both poor and rich.

For many, their role models have become the fashion-world beauties, movie stars, pop-idols or sport heroes. Somehow we have captured the thrill of projecting ourselves to shadow-live in the looks or achievement of others. Their win or loss becomes ours! Millions of people are caught up in this fascinating fantasy world. Life has become reduced to yet another LOTTO. We count the days to the next lucky draw and continue to imagine a million. 

We scorn the statistics that embarrass or expose us: Prisons have become the garbage heap of our society. We hesitate to acknowledge that our Correctional Service system fails to rehabilitate the criminal. In 2003 in South Africa more than 85% of released prisoners returned to crime, and back to prisons, which were already 70% overcrowded. Some prisons in SA are almost 300% overcrowded. It costs the taxpayer more than R500 million per month to keep the prisons going. This is almost R3000 per month per criminal, which is more than three times the minimum wage. This figure only reflects direct prison costs, and does not even include the many related costs, such as policing, prosecuting and the constant insurance hikes, which are due to the ever-increasing spiral of crime. Somehow in our efforts to rehabilitate, all the energy is spent on targeting the cobwebs instead of killing the spider. Crime, juvenile delinquency, drug addiction, and alcohol-abuse, the abuse of women and children, the divorce-rate, the break up of the family, corruption and war make a mockery of our social, religious and political structures. 

Nowhere has life become more worthless than in the context of war. Violence as a voice, whether it is a minority such as al-Qaeda or the Boeremag or a majority such as the Bush and Blair-administration, says the same thing: we have a sick society with a sick self-image. To ignore the value of the human spirit is to insult the integrity of our design. 

This becomes such a complex thing; we are prepared to spend millions to save life and at the same time we spend millions to destroy life. We have failed in our basic education when we fail to appreciate or respect life. Should our mutual respect for one another be challenged, our highest moral value is at risk.

No man can live happily who regards himself alone,

who turns everything to his own advantage.

One must live for another if one wishes to live for oneself.

True fiends are the whole world to one another.

He that is a friend to himself is also a friend to mankind       

Seneca B.C.3 - A.D.65 Rome

FAITH PERCEPTION

In this study I wish to disclose and discuss the secret that I believe will empower the individual to live beyond the confines of the frustrating restrictions of a pot-bound, dwarfed existence.  It will release you to live beyond disappointment and free you from anxiety, the fear of failure, and the fear of death.

There is a law, which dramatically challenges and cancels the gravity-effect of condemnation, guilt, inferiority and the persistent pull of negative habits.

We attach much value to the applause and recognition of our fellow man. Exceptional performance makes you public property. Yet the same crowd who praises you today would more than likely crucify you tomorrow, should the impression of the performance fade, disappoint or fail. While many only dream of wealth and fame, others hide within the confined space of popular brand names: wear the right clothes, drive a certain kind of car, and be seen with the right crowd etcetera; ‘blend’ becomes the magic word. Because of the fear of rejection, the individual dare not be different. The feeling of being accepted by the crowd gives one some sense of security and belonging, yet this sought after space becomes the very trap that dwarfs the individual. 

Masses barely survive and are forced to live below the breadline, without any realistic thought or chance to ever change or escape the deadly routine. Generations of both the rich and the poor live and die within a bonsai-mindset.

If it were true that man is essentially spirit, then to discover our spirit origin and identity would inevitably release a new dimension of thinking and expression! Your thoughts lead the way to your spirit, the inner core of your being. Here the code of your origin and spirit identity is stored in much the same way as the cells in your body preserve the DNA code of your genetic identity.

Life is a fragile flame in its human frame, but an eternal blaze in its spirit age. Yet even in its physical shrine of clay, it reveals a tenacity that stubbornly survives and conquers onslaught of time and challenge.

We can trace our lineage and ancestors to ancient mankind, but is it possible to ultimately perceive our origin in God? Are we the mere product of a big bang, time, evolution and eventual physical conception, or do we share an intelligent common origin beyond our history and genealogy?

On the Internet we master global contact with our fellow man, in spite of geographic, political, cultural and even language barriers. Yet we remain sceptical about our ability to spiritually connect with our Maker and encounter meaningful feedback when we knock on His door, or dare we realise that He is in fact doing the knocking? In science we often attempt to reason away the existence of God, while the mere fact that we are, as ultimate evidence that He is, is blatantly and deliberately ignored. We cannot wish the evidence away. We are the evidence. 

The tapestry of life begins with a single thread.                                                                 A single fertilised egg (zygote), the size of a pinhead, contains chemical instructions that would fill more than 500,000 printed pages! The genetic information contained in this “encyclopaedia” determines every potential physical aspect of the developing human from height to hair colour. In time, the fertilised egg divides into the 30 trillion cells that make up the human body, including 12 billion brain cells, with a capacity to form over 120 trillion connections’.  A.E.Wilder-Smith
Within the restricted environment of the senses even Einstein utilised less than 10% of his brain capacity. 

Every time we love, encounter joy or experience beauty, a hint of the nature of our Maker reflects within us. Our ability to perceive and appreciate value is an extension of His attributes. ‘The seeing eye and the hearing ear, the Lord has made them both.’ Proverbs 20:12. Our yearning for a sense of total fulfilment and meaning keeps us searching beyond temporal and sensual gratification. If God does exist and if He is indeed the architect of the universe, responsible for the pattern of things and the electrical charge of the atom and the unique individual structure of the molecule, then no one will question the fact that He must be the most awesome and attractive Being. Then to know and intimately encounter Him must be life’s greatest reward. To doubt Him, is to remain reduced to a philosophy of chance and loneliness. There exists no possible calculation of time that could give chance a fair chance to form just one of the most simple protein molecules, let alone repeat it. ‘Whoever draws near unto God, must believe that He is, and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him.’ Hebrews 11:6. His reward is Himself. Genesis 15:1. Man was not designed to live in loneliness and spiritual isolation. 

The mystery is within us and in all that lives, even in the bodies of the small fishes in the sea-pools, the mystery of the being of God. There is no creature that breathes but the breathing is the rhythm of His love, no flower that glows with any other light but His, no voice that speaks in kindness but the cadence of the compassion is His own. Elizabeth Goudge.

To discover yourself in the mirror reflection of your origin in Him is the key that unlocks the door to divine encounter. Tangible beyond touch our genesis and substance are unveiled. Our most intimate and urgent quest becomes satisfied when we discover our true origin and identity reflected in Him.

As much as the world of science depends upon the senses to perceive, measure and calculate the facts and then to form reliable conclusion, faith perceives the reality of God and extends the evidence to reason. Faith is to the spirit what your senses are to your body.

 Anticipate the revelation of God within you.

WEIGHING WORDS

I enjoy the rich content and meaning of words in the ancient languages of the Bible, but you certainly do not need to be a Greek or Hebrew scholar before you qualify to encounter God, as much as you do not need to understand the technical detail of an aeroplane before you can enjoy the flight.

Words are spirit vehicles. Whenever a windmill is erected, wind that remained untapped for ages can now be harvested and harnessed into an essential power source. We have discovered and mastered the technology of transmission and reception. Today the airwaves are bursting with intelligent information in full colour. It all remains invisible and inaudible until a receiver is tuned to a specific station. The ear is designed to hear the voice of its Maker; ‘he who has an ear to hear let him hear.’ 

The following quotation describes the experience of a little girl listening to her stepfather reading from the Bible: ‘All through the Book, even in the dreadful parts, the language would now and then suddenly affect her like an enchantment. The peculiarities of Father Sprigg’s delivery worried her not at all. It was as though his gruff voice tossed the words roughly in the air separate particles of no great value, and immediately they fell again transmuted, like the music of a peal of bells or raindrops shot through with sunshine and vista beyond vista of incomparable beauty opened before the mind. It was a mystery to Stella that mere words could make this happen. She supposed the makers of these phrases had fashioned them to hold their visions as one makes a box to hold one’s treasure, and Father Sprigg’s voice was the key grating in the lock, so that the box could open and set them free. That transmutation in the air still remained as unexplainable as the sudden change in herself, when at the moment of the magical fall her dull mind became suddenly sparkling with wonder and her spirit leaped up inside her like a bird…’ Gentian Hill by Elizabeth Goudge.

A word in any language can be most fascinating. Seed stores the life energy and the genetic detail of a plant species, in much the same way thoughts and concepts are concealed in languages and words. Whenever the seed germinates it reveals a fresh dynamic life-expression. When the season turns, even old, seemingly dry and dead tree-stumps blossom and bloom with fragrant freshness equal to that of a young plant. 

A positive environment is the only contribution seed requires. My Dad always kept a few chickens in our backyard. As children we were often over keen for the hens to become broody so that we could start counting the days down for the eggs to hatch. We would sometimes cover the hen on her nest under a wooden box, in order to force her to become broody, but all in vain. We understood however, that an egg promised more than just another breakfast.

I recently participated in a small vegetable garden project in Zwelihle Location in Hermanus. I learned a simple principle: that the more effort is spent on preparing the soil, dressing the beds and caring for the garden, the more likely it is for the seed to produce a hundred-fold. We cannot add to the quality of the seed, the seed trodden under foot or eaten by birds or the seed that produces an abundant harvest were equal in potential. No man can duplicate what the seed alone can do. Yet we can do much to the soil in preparing the ultimate environment the seed requires. We do the soil, and the seed does the rest. 

The Gospel according to Mathew, Mark, Luke and John all record how Jesus proclaimed good news, taught it’s dynamic implication and then healed many people. Mathew 4:23,24; 9:35. His preaching and teaching prepared the soil of faith in the minds and hearts of the people. He often referred to the faith response of the audience: ‘let it be to you according to your faith’ [note, not according to God’s will or power to heal] He spoke of great faith and little faith and always responded to visible faith; ‘...when He saw their faith…’ Even a person born blind, heard enough to visualise himself seeing. Faith is the ability to see yourself from God’s point of view. Faith creates the environment for supernatural and divine encounter. Your faith is the key; this kind of faith has its origin in God. ‘Faith comes to you through what you hear’ Romans 10:17. ‘From faith to faith’ Romans 1:16,17. ‘He is the origin of our faith’ Heb.12:2. God’s faith in you, rubs off on you! ‘Paul preached in such a way that many believed’ Acts 14:1. He emphasised a specific standard of teaching that left no ground for doubt or compromise. The Dodrich translation says ‘the model of doctrine instructs you as in a mould.’ Romans 6:17.  ‘Now at Lystra there was a man who was a cripple from birth. He listened to Paul speaking; and Paul, looking intently at him, and seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud voice: ‘Stand upright on your feet!’ He jumped up and walked for the first time in his life. Acts 14:9-11. The content in Paul’s teaching gave volume to his voice which surpassed the noises of any unbelief that could possibly hold him back.

In Mark 11:22 Jesus says ‘have the faith of God’ Unfortunately most translations say ‘have faith in God’ there is a vast difference. God’s faith in you gives your faith substance. The good news reveals God’s faith in man. It reveals how God succeeded to rescue His image in man. Your faith is the reflection of God’s opinion of you. Your faith reveals the value you place upon God’s faith in you. ‘The life that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God’ Gal. 2:20. (Greek text, the faith of not faith in)

One of the saddest scriptures in the Bible is in Hebrews 4:2, ‘…but the word which they heard did not benefit them, because it did not mix together with faith.’  God will never force or impose himself on man. A relationship has no virtue outside of mutual consent. The most frightening thing about man is the fact that as a free moral agent, man has the ability to harden his heart and resist the blessing and purpose of God! Today when you hear His voice, I pray that the eyes of your understanding will be enlightened to discover the full measure of God in you!

THE LAW OF SPONTANEITY

To act right simply because it is ones duty is proper;

but a good action which is the result of no law of obligation

shines more than any. Thomas Hardy.

In the New Testament, James, the younger brother of Jesus, writes about a dynamic concept, which he calls ‘the perfect law of liberty’. James 1:17,18,23-25. This law dramatically challenges the way we think and feel about ourselves. James speaks about the word of truth that reflects the face of man’s birth (genesis) as in a mirror. He calls this word, which proclaims God as our true origin, the perfect law of liberty. To perceive God as our origin ignites a new order and quality of spontaneous life. The law of perfect liberty in the Greek, nomon teleion eleutherias, means the following: nomon, law, order, teleios, complete or perfect, eleutherias,  unrestrained, exempt from obligation or liability.

Religion traditionally proclaims and promotes man’s responsibility and obligation to observe strict prescribed codes of conduct. Only within the implicit obedience of these could man wish to score some points. The more we struggled to do the right thing the greater the sense of condemnation and guilt became whenever we failed. To even imagine a life without obligation and exempt from liability sounds reckless and irresponsible. Surely this law of spontaneity can be nothing more than wishful thinking. Yet the effect of this law guarantees a potential life expression of total fulfilment and liberty, complete, perfect and lacking in nothing. James 1:4. We all know that the experience in ‘real’ life is in sharp contrast. We have accepted the fact that we are incomplete, imperfect and will always be in lack. 

Could such a life of total fulfilment be available to your average man on the street, or is this exclusively reserved for the odd priest or perhaps the Pope or possibly the Dalai Lama?

The law of perfect liberty does not rely on man’s ability and disciplined performance to obey and perform routine regulations and commandments. Like the law of gravity, this law works spontaneously within a specific ‘magnetic’ field of influence. Living under the law of Moses or any moral law for that matter, depends entirely upon the individual’s willpower and self-discipline to consistently adhere to and obey the requirements of the law. Thus the law of obligation became the basis of man’s experience of condemnation, guilt, and a sense of failure, lack and inferiority. What keeps religion enslaved to this law is fear of punishment and a hope for reward, whether it is the thought of escaping hell and gaining heaven one day, or at least the pious feeling of applause and recognition now. Any measure of success achieved produced a ‘holier than thou’ attitude, which could easily become the breeding ground for hypocrisy. The need to be noticed and applauded became more important to the Pharisees than the good deed in itself. Mathew 6:1-8.

Under the law of obligation, doing remains a duty and not a spontaneous lifestyle. So much of religious zeal and energy involves man’s endeavour and effort to do things that will hopefully qualify him to be accepted by God. But sadly, within the day-to-day experience of most, the sense of distance between the Creator and the creature remains a reality. Ultimately, man remains isolated through feelings of guilt, inferiority and disappointment, and is left with a vague hope that God will feel sorry enough for His pathetic and miserable creatures to eventually excuse them and still slip them into His heaven one day in the sweet by and by. That is, if there is a God after all. The less spiritual feedback we encounter, the more we become dependent upon programs and structures of religious routine and rituals to at least keep the process going in the absence of God. It does not really matter what we believe, as long as we just believe, we imagine.

God is so much bigger than religion, as much as experiencing Him is bigger than our best definition of Him.  Someone once said: ‘A man with an encounter is not at the mercy of a man with an argument.’ 

When one falls in love, one experiences a glimpse of the law of spontaneity: Suddenly you cannot do enough to please your partner; no sacrifice is too great, everything is shared in the most unselfish manner. You look at the other person with eyes, which are new. Maybe you even grew up together but never really noticed each other; yet, now you cannot get the person out of your mind. You are thrilled with delight at the mere thought to be in the company and arms of the one you love. Life takes on a brand-new meaning. You find yourself to be more tolerant even with people around you who would normally drive you crazy. Your total attitude and outlook on life is renewed. Life is bliss. They say no one is perfect until you fall in love!   

Sadly, though, the goose bumps seem to gradually disappear, and we accept the fact that maybe life was never meant to always be such a high-peak experience. We were just beginning to soar into a new dimension when we came back to earth with a thud. Maybe life is only a marathon and struggle where a select few survive to the bitter end? 

If we can discover and tap into the secret source of inspiration and passion, we can break out of the routine of failure, disappointment and regret. 

One of the following four things would normally motivate us: 

· Fear of failure or punishment. 

· The attraction of reward or recognition. 

· The force of habit or addiction. 

· Spontaneous life, inspired, unselfish passion.
You can get a person to do almost anything if you can starve or scare him enough or promise him a big enough reward.

A man was carrying a very ill person over a long distance when someone asked him if the load he carried was not too heavy for him. ‘He ain’t heavy, he’s my brother’ came the prompt reply. This man’s attitude is the theme of the law of liberty. The law of love liberates one into a different level of life. Its language is not ‘have to’ but ‘want to’. There is a distinct difference between willpower and willingness. This law governs the will of man, not through a sense of obligation but inspiration and passion, with a love that desires to please. Faith-inspiration is the purest energy of the soul. This level of inspiration is fuelled not by reasoning, but by revelation. God’s faith in you declares your value; realised value ignites passion. Routine living takes the edge off passion; routine dulls passion; taking yourself or others for granted does the same. 

To hear the word of truth is to see the face of your birth as in a mirror. You cannot fault that image, or flaw the likeness; even at close scrutiny every detail of your original design remains intact and confirms that you are complete and perfect and without lack. This is the fuel of faith that produces a joy that overcomes all contradiction. James 1:2-4,17,18,23-25.

GENESIS

To believe that God is, and that He is indeed the origin of your being, sets the stage to experience Him. The face-to-face encounter with the mirror reflection of your true origin, preserved and perceived in the blueprint of God’s thought, ignites the energy of this law of liberty. Just like the ugly duckling, suddenly realising in the reflection of its image that it was a swan all along. 

“A work of art is like a human being, the more it is admired the more beautiful it grows reflecting the gift of love like light back to the giver” Elizabeth Goudge. 

In your every relationship begin to discover and declare the value of the other. God desires closeness, not distance. You are designed to live a totally fulfilled life. Sustained, intimate and total pleasure is not an illusion, but very much meant for you. 

One of our most basic human rights is to feel appreciated. We long for recognition. Nothing harms a relationship or self image more than to feel neglected and taken for granted. Love and friendship blossom in an environment of appreciation. It is in the nature of love to admire without prejudice. Yet, love can afford to be misunderstood, ignored, face conflict, injustice and war, and still conquer. To appreciate means to express and communicate value. But value must have a realised, realistic reference, a reference that goes beyond our best, or poorest performance. 

My passion and mission in life is to help ordinary people realise the integrity of their authentic individual value and escape the frustrating routine and ritual of a mere bonsai existence. There are two things we need to know about ourselves: We are all the same; yet at the same time we are all unique. Nothing is more rewarding than to discover the person in another person. Only discovering the person in you equals that. We are fashioned in the same mould, the expression of the same thought.  Our author’s signature and invisible image is nowhere better preserved or displayed than in our inner consciousness. Our origin traces the very imagination of God. 

Every invention begins with an original thought. We are His original thought. We are His initiative. The fruit of His creative inspiration, His intimate design and love-dream. (The first word in the bible, Bereshet, literally means ‘in the head.’) We are the expression of the greatest idea that ever was! God imagined you!  Awake to His image within you! In the same way as seed conceives within the womb, so He reveals Himself within your being. The moment an idea ignites, it creates its own space and momentum.

During the years of depression a preacher told the story of the talents to his congregation, and after the message gave each one present a half crown. One of the ladies immediately went and bought some flour and proceeded to bake rusks under the most difficult circumstances of poverty and in the smallest of kitchens. Few people today realise that the Simba Chips and Ouma Rusks that they buy in every Supermarket and Café in South Africa, was lying hidden within that first half crown.

Lying dormant in the heart of every human is a potential consciousness of the likeness and image of God. At the core of our being we all share likeness with God and with one another. To realize the image of God in everyone is to discover our common blueprint. On the surface, every human seems very different from the next. But when you get down to the nitty gritty of our genetics, the most that any two people might differ from each other is a mere one hundredth of one percent. Only 0.01 percent of our genes is reflected in our external appearance, whatever our racial or historic background is. 

We share so much common ground that we actually have 99,9% reason to be every one’s friend!  Yet, the fact that we are different gives us distinct value. Each of us can make an individual, authentic contribution to life that no one can repeat or compete with!  Life finds unique expression in you, beyond your fingerprint. You are indeed irreplaceable!

These two realities are the basis and reference to all true value. Wrapped within its potential lies the genius of man, which gives each one of us an individual value. This reality explains the cross: Why would God bother to go to such length to rescue mankind? Market value is established only by the price someone is prepared to pay. The virtue of such love cannot be credited to the mere sorry state of the human race or the pity of the Creator. God saw enough calculated value in every man to justify the price He paid for humanity’s redemption from sin, guilt and fear. He successfully redeemed His image and likeness in man. ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man discovered and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.’ Mathew 13:44. Paul reveals in 1 Corinthians 2:7,8, why this treasure was covered up. (See ch.  22, ’The Mystery revealed.’)

Through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, God vindicated man beyond anything that could ever disqualify or condemn him again. Adam’s transgression can no longer hold the human race hostage. Romans 5:7,8,12-21. Many theologians are quick to believe in the universal impact of Adam’s fall, but fail to credit the cross with a far greater significance, out of all proportion to Adam’s sin. God believes in you, whether you believe in Him or not. The lost coin never lost its original identity or value. Being lost simply kept it out of circulation. ‘Suppose a woman has 10 silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search diligently until she finds it.’ Luke 15:8-10. In His next breath, Jesus tells the parable of the lost son. One night God revealed to me the tear-stained face of my mother in a dream. She was on her knees, sweeping the house in search for her lost coin! ‘Bring me a coin, whose image and inscription does it bear? Luke 20:20-26. He might as well have said ‘ Bring me a man….’ The image and inscription of God is engraved in our inner being. ‘Return to Caesar what belongs to him, and to God what is His.’

The more you remind yourself or someone else of shortcoming and failure, the less chance you give yourself or the other person to escape into the quality of life that is consistent with your true design. Your life can be inspired by love or ruled by fear. However, fear is not a force in itself; it is merely the absence of realized, conscious love. Darkness is not a force; it is the absence of light.  But we can give fear power. We give experiences, circumstances, rumours or people power over us by the way we react to them. Irritation, sarcasm, anger, and self-pity are snares that will only weaken you. Whatever happened in your life to cause anger, resentment, self-pity or regret, is now past tense and history; to continue to harbour these thoughts within you, keeps the poison in your system. Forgiveness releases the flow and healing virtue of the love of God.

The oldest book in the Bible records the story of Job: here was an extremely wealthy man, trapped in fear. He gives the reason for his fall: ‘The thing I greatly feared has come upon me!’ Job 3:25. Job’s mind became so cluttered and occupied with fear that he lost sight of who he was and what he had. His fear became the magnetic field that attracted disaster. In fact fear made Job lose his possessions long before he actually lost them.

Fear’s focus feeds on frustration, lack, lies, need, worry, anxiety, jealousy, anger, inferiority, suspicion, guilt, depression, ungratefulness, cynicism etc. Faith is fuelled by love. Love believes. Love values potential above performance or disappointment.

As long as you can find someone or something to blame, you remain trapped. In blaming someone or something the depressed finds an excuse to remain depressed. You are freed the moment you realize that no one can take your quality of life away from you, if no one can stop you from thinking thoughts that truth inspires. Our ignorance and unbelief empowers deception. ‘If you continue in My word, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free; whom the Son sets free will be free indeed.’ Sonship sets you free!  John 8:31-36.

If you can grasp and believe the truth about yourself, about how complete you are in your spirit, you will realize that everything you could ever need to make you happy is already within you. Life is not about what you do, it is about who you are. Your career, job-description or achievement can never give you a greater sense of worth and contentment than the simple awareness of who you are. Nothing you could wish to have or achieve can add more value to your life. To know who you really are is the essence of all virtue. Everything God designed you for is within you and within your reach. What God knows about you, exceeds your highest ambition for yourself. What we already are, far exceeds anything we could ever wish to become! You are God’s love-dream! 

Many years ago my father bought a Land Rover. On his first off-road trip he got the Landy horribly stuck in the mud. We struggled in vain to get the vehicle out. Mercifully a stranger stopped by to offer his help. Looking into the cabin, he immediately noticed that the 4x4 gear lever was not properly engaged! In a moment the vehicle was out. It was a huge embarrassment, but an even bigger lesson and relief: An off road-vehicle is designed in the first place to handle rough terrain, how much more a human being! Life is meant to be a most exciting adventure. No one can upset, discredit or humiliate you without your permission. ‘Perfect love drives out fear… herein is love perfected: to know and believe the love that God has for us’ 1 John 4:16-19. God has placed a value on your life that is beyond dispute; your true value is a non-negotiable. To forget what manner of man you are, whenever you encounter contradiction, is to deceive yourself. No one can do you greater harm. You are Spirit. In essence your spirit is not subject to change. Yet your mind, your mood, your body and your circumstances can all change. You are infinite.

In the 1890’s, Pierre and Madame Curie discovered Radium. Radium spontaneously and continuously transmits radioactive energy. This valuable and rare element is a mere one millionth of a percent present in the ore that carries it. Yet the ore takes its value from the treasure it holds. This is exactly true about human life. Even in the most corrupt and evil life, we must believe that the value of the human spirit remains intact in its full potential. The inscription on the coin makes the piece of metal legal tender. The discovery of spiritual wealth transforms a life. Faith knows the truth about you; faith is to agree with God about you. Because faith knows the truth about someone, faith anticipates and encourages positive change, with patience. Faith ignites the energy for growth and change. Faith does not tolerate anything in your mind, mood, body or circumstances that is inconsistent with your original design. Even old habits are challenged. Negative, genetically transmitted traits lose their ground. Faith creates the environment for change. 

The broody hen would stubbornly maintain an uninterrupted temperature around her eggs, regardless of challenging weather conditions or any contradiction to what her instinct (faith) knows. She continues to see the reward. She counts the chickens before they are hatched. It would be wrong to say that she cannot wait for them to hatch; of course she can; she knows!  She protects her nest with her life. Faith is not being unconscious; faith knows. 

‘Guard your heart more than anything that needs to be guarded, for from it flow the issues of life.’ Proverbs 4: 23.  Appreciate the content of your heart above all value. Every positive virtue of life is your portion. Your heart holds the secret to the genesis and origin of your life. Anticipate a life influenced by the values of your heart. The heart holds out the treasures of life to the hands of thought and words as an apple tree holds out its fruit to the hungry. The thoughts you think activate the energy fields that dictate the outcome of your day-to-day experience. Cultivate a thought pattern that pictures the ultimate life. ‘A man’s life will be of the character of his thoughts’ John G Lake. 

“It is the habitual thought that frames itself into our lives that affects us even more than our intimate social relations do. Our confidential friends have not so much to do in the shaping of our lives as the thoughts which we harbour.” Teale.

A value-conscious focus will continue to block out of your life and mind those distractions, which could possibly hinder you in your embrace of life’s excellence. Your thoughts are your sanctuary, your sacred space, and your secret place. 

Our thoughts are silent words that only God and we hear, but those words affect our inner man, our health, our joy and our total attitude. [Unknown]

Faith speaks the truth about you. Faith only communicates what love inspires. Instead of blame, bless, instead of complain, praise. Even the biggest failure feels encouraged and challenged rather than intimidated or condemned in the presence of faith. Jesus was known to be the friend of sinners. No one ever felt condemned or judged unworthy by him. He only judged hypocrisy and unbelief. 

Faith forgives; forgiveness sees beyond pain or disappointment. Fuelled by love, forgiveness cancels the past, sees the future and changes the present. Forgiveness prefers what faith knows. To be unwilling or reluctant to forgive those who have sinned against you, will block the blessing of God in your life and distract, delay or destroy your destiny. Resentment and bitterness will neutralise you into an unfruitful life. Instead of bringing any relief, regret and blame only prolongs the pain. Faith defeats disappointment. Some you win some you learn; with all your learning get understanding. Faith maintains one exclusive opinion and spontaneously communicates gratitude, appreciation, affection and value. 

Ultimately life is only experienced on one of two levels: fulfilment or frustration.  Fulfilment begins with appreciation. Occupy your mind with gratitude instead of criticism and regret. The fruit of gratitude is contentment and joy; this takes you beyond resentment, envy, competition or contradiction. Contentment based upon the awareness of who you really are places you beyond threat. Competition, temptation and disappointment will not distract or confuse you. Cultivate an attitude of gratitude. Today is your gift; every moment is to be celebrated, gratitude is the fuel of joy. ‘Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life; it can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.’   Melody Beath.
‘To the hungry everything bitter is sweet, but he who is satisfied loathes the honey.’ Proverbs 27:7. Nothing makes you more vulnerable than to be driven by a sense of need or lack. Nothing makes you more beautiful and confident than a sense of total fulfilment. The awareness of who we really are and the greatness that dwells in us is out of all proportion to the lie of lack and need. 

The most significant and profound virtue of mankind is not their intellectual capacity, nor their technological skill or achievements, neither their advanced modern expression and communication, but the capacity of the individual to comprehend and reflect the impression and image and likeness of God! Your greatest feature is not your attractive face or your sexy body, nor your fame or fancy car, but His glory, His opinion reflecting in you! This persuasion becomes an awareness within you, which makes your life irresistibly attractive! 

We can afford ourselves the luxury to entertain the thoughts of God concerning us, exclusively.

‘MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL…’

‘In Your presence (Hebrew: face to face with You) is fullness of joy’ Psalm 16:11.Fullness of joy is to see the Father’s face mirrored in the reflection of your own eyes. This was when, in the movie, ‘the Lion King’ the cub discovered his true identity. 

‘Of His own inspiration, God brought us forth through the word of truth… for anyone to hear this word, is to see the face of one’s birth reflected as in a mirror.’ Jam.1:18, 23-25.  The word of truth is the word that holds the blueprint of man’s original design, and declares man’s authentic value. To see yourself this way, and then to go away and forget who you really are when you face the first contradiction, is to deceive yourself. To forget what manner of man you are does not change who you are, but it certainly neutralises you. This is such a waste of precious life!  2 Peter 1:8,9. For a moment the contradiction seems more credible than the truth. It remains your choice, which influence you embrace.

‘But he who stoops down to look deeply (parakupto) into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres (parameno) being no hearer that forgets, but a doer that acts (inspired by the realisation of who he really is) he shall be blessed in his doing.’ Jam.1:23-25. Instead of struggling to do what is right out of a sense of obligation and duty, doing becomes a joy. To struggle to do, means to fail to see. Doing spontaneously is directly related to perceiving and realising the virtue of your individual identity and value. Doing is now the fruit of conclusion. 

Gazing at the reflection of the face of your genesis and true origin and seeing its perfection, as in a mirror, ignites the law of perfect liberty. It is almost like picking up an old coin that has become crusted over with dirt and age, and then upon cleaning the coin, to discover the original inscription to be still intact! 

Parakupto, to lean over and stoop down so as to peer within, and to study with microscopic scrutiny. Parameno, to remain under the influence of. This suggests becoming attracted to, to the point of addiction, and to conclusively remain within the magnetic field of the pull and gravity of this impression. Js. 1:25.

In any field of study there exists various schools of thought. Much time, energy and talent are invested to expand justify and support a specific doctrine.  Volumes are written and wars are fought to defend the persuasion. Right or wrong the cause justifies the action, is believed. Multitudes live and die often in stubborn pursuit of a lie.

Any sincere student of music would sensitively seek to so capture and interpret the piece, not to distract from the original thought and heartbeat of the composer. To form an accurate conclusion in the study of our origin would involve a peering over the Creator’s shoulder as it were, in order to gaze through His eyes and marvel at His anticipation. Personal opinion or traditional belief holds no ground against the fountain freshness of His thought. The word of truth accurately preserves His original idea in the reflection of our hearts.

Jesus encouraged a level of hearing and acting on His word that would be compared to a man digging deep until the foundation of the house he builds, would rest upon rock. This house can withstand any size storm or onslaught. The rock communicates its character through the foundation, which makes the structure equal to the rock it is founded upon. Matt. 7:24-27. Discover your identity, ‘look to the Rock from which you were hewn.’ The Rock preserves the mould and blueprint of our original design. Is. 51:1. ‘Simon, son of Jonah, I tell you, you are Peter, son of God, upon this rock I will build My church.’ (petros = a portion of rock from petra = a mass of rock.) ‘Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock, His work is perfect. Is not He your father who created you, who made you and established you?  But you were unmindful of the Rock that begot you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth.’ Deut. 32:3,4,6,18. The greatness of the Master craftsman is displayed in his workmanship: ‘His work is perfect!’ (:4) ‘We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.’ Eph. 2:10.  ‘When the house was built, it was with stone prepared in the quarry; so that neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple, while it was being built.’ 1 Kings 6:7. ‘Like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house…’ 1 Peter 2:5. ‘Every good endowment and perfect gift comes from above, from the Father, who is the source of all light with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth. Any man, who hears this word, is like a man who sees the face of his birth as in a mirror. But when he faces a test or temptation (:2) and then acts contrary to his design, he forgets what manner of man he is and deceives himself.’ Jam.1:17,18,23,24. To understand that the image of God is preserved in the spirit of man, like a watermark in a paper note, is the moment of truth. Realising and esteeming your true origin and nature makes anything inconsistent with your original design, unattractive. 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, integrity, humility and self-control are not fragile, fading emotions, produced by willpower. They are the fruit of what you know in your spirit to be true about you. Fruit is the effortless, spontaneous expression of the character of the tree. This knowledge ignites the law of perfect liberty. ‘Against such, there is no law.’ Galatians 5:13-15,22,23.These character qualities are not rewards for the most diligent and disciplined among us, neither are they ‘pie in the sky, wishful thinking’ illusions. They reflect in fact the very nature of our design and blueprint, the mirror image of our origin. 

God’s desire is to reveal within you a treasure of immeasurable wealth. A wealth that surpasses all popular prayer requests! There is such a large difference between wishful thinking and truthful being. So many people are trapped in the ignorance of striving to become something they already are! Nothing will please you more than to know and believe the true testimony of you. The most attractive life you can live is a life conscious of this. Let the full implication of this truth govern your mind and conversation. Like a small rudder steers and directs a massive vessel, so our thoughts and conversation about ourselves dictate our destiny on the ocean of life. Window-shopping only teases you with dreams and desires beyond your reach. Gazing into the mirror, however, reveals the essence of your true nature, the image and likeness of God. 2 Corinthians 3:18. See within that sacred focus the face of your birth, conceived in His thought before time began. 

To strive to obtain love, peace and joy etc. or to pray to God to give you these qualities is wasted religious energy. ‘My people perish through lack of knowledge...’ Hosea 4:6. The perception exists that God needs to be talked into doing things for us.  To realise His presence and nature within you, is what sets you free to be who you are. The more aware we become of God in us, the more overwhelmed we are with a sense of total fulfilment and completeness. Needs disappear into insignificance. He is not a God who is afar off; Emmanuel means ‘God with us’. 

Nothing you can seek to do or wish and pray for could qualify you more for life. Nothing can make your life more significant than to simply become aware of His nature and presence in you and His favour towards you. 

Our prayers and worship now blend in harmony with the eternal reflection and ascension of earth’s praise, the adoration not of men only but of all created things. E. Goudge.

Like bird-song or the fragrance of flowers and incense, every minute molecule and vibrating atom has a voice, saluting the Maker. Listen up! Beyond the silence their voice echoes like the sound of many waters and like mighty thunder.

THE INCARNATION

God takes pleasure in mankind. His reference exceeds anything that could possibly disqualify man. He has broken down every wall of hostility and every excuse we have to feel distant from Him. Seven hundred years before Christ the prophet Isaiah proclaimed: ‘…in the wilderness prepare the highway of the Lord; every valley shall be lifted up, every mountain and hill be made low, the uneven ground shall become level, every crooked place shall be made straight, even the rough places shall be made smooth. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. And all flesh shall see it together.’ Is.40:4,5, Luk3:4-6. The wilderness is the fruit of the curse, it was never meant to be man’s destiny. 

God speaks a language that all flesh understands. In Christ God reveals the new and living way: The word made flesh makes the invisible God visible and in the same breath reflects the mirror image of man. Col.1:15-23. The Incarnation is God’s Highway! Now any excuse we could possibly have to continue in a life of spiritual drought, isolation, sin, unworthiness, guilt and inferiority is cancelled. Mankind is no longer trapped in a wilderness; there is a highway of escape. 

In John 14:2 Jesus prophesies how His death and resurrection would prepare a place for us so that we may be where He is, one with His Father, wrapped up in union with Him. By the way, Jesus was not about to become a building contractor in heaven. He is not in the mansion building-business, as some translations will imply! In His death and resurrection He prepared a place for us of intimate oneness with Himself and the Father. Philip feels that if he can persuade Jesus to just reveal the Father to them it would be enough. Jesus replies: ‘If you have seen Me you have seen the Father...in that day you will know that I am in My Father and you in Me and I in you! John 14:2,8-12,20. Sometimes the thought of a Triune God confuses us. The Incarnation did not interrupt or split up God’s oneness. In some of the Pentecostal traditions we have taught on the Holy Spirit in a way that has almost distracted from God the Father and God the Son. When Jesus introduces us to the Holy Spirit, He reveals Him as the mirror reflection of Himself in the same order that He Himself is the mirror reflection of the Father! He says in John 14:18 ‘I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you! The mirror image gives such an accurate account; the one reveals the other, without distraction! Eternal Oneness. In a symphony orchestra, every individual instrument reflects the other.’ For unto us a Child is born, and His Name shall be called: ...the Everlasting Father!’ Is.9:6. The revelation of God as Father, the true Origin of man, is the central theme of the Gospel. All that Jesus is and accomplished confirms this. 

‘The light of the gospel is the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God. And we all beholding the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are being changed into His likeness. The God who said: Let light shine out of darkness, has shone into our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory (opinion) of God in the face of Christ!’ In the face of flesh, Christ reveals God’s opinion of man! 2 Cor.3:18,4:1-7. ‘We have this treasure in clay pots’. God sees your flesh as a worthy vessel! 

The Incarnation reveals that when the word became flesh, God took back the territory Adam lost. God restored His manifest image and presence in a tabernacle of clay. There is nothing wrong with the clay pot! The human body is not plan-B, an inferior excuse that will have to do in the absence of something better. ‘In Christ there is all of God in a human body!’ Kenneth Taylor. ‘It is in Him that we find our completion; He is the fountainhead from which all dominion and power proceed. Knox. Col.2:9-10. ‘Of His fullness have we all received John 1:14,16. The vessel takes its value from the treasure it holds!     I sold my son’s Isuzu Bakkie for R18 000 recently. When I delivered the vehicle the man paid me with the cash in an old brown envelope. I folded the envelope and stuck it in my pocket. The Khaki pants I wore, I bought at Mr Price for R79.99; they were now suddenly worth R18 079.99!! This truth and its fully realised consequence will conquer the world! 

‘And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together! Isaiah 40:5. ‘The knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth even as the waters cover the sea.’ Habakkuk 2:14. ‘The eye is the lamp of the body! If the eye is focussed the whole body will be full of light.’ The revelation of the Incarnation will enlighten your whole body. Matthew 6:22.

In Matthew 16 we read how Simon’s name was changed to Rock (Peter) when he confessed Jesus to be the Son of the living God. At the same time he realised his own true origin and identity beyond his father in the flesh, Jonah, when he discovered the Rock out of which the son of man was hewn. Deut 32:18, Isaiah 51:1, 1Kings 6:7. 

Having contemplated and discussed the implication of such a revelation at length, he and his two fisherman-partners, James and John are invited to join Jesus six days later on a high mountain. Matthew 17:1-9. Suddenly on reaching the summit, Jesus is transfigured before them; His face shone like the sun and His clothes became dazzling white like light; just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah in conversation with Jesus. Six days after Simon discovers his own new identity in the revelation of the Christ, God reveals man in His image, just like He did on the sixth day in Genesis chapter one, when, for the first time in the history of the universe, the invisible God showed Himself reflected in a body of flesh and blood. 

Adam and Eve lost the glory and fell away from that order of life, and became dwarfed and dormant in their spirits. But here in Christ, that same glory returns in a human body. Jesus is now the full expression in one Person of all the fragments of God’s thought concerning man’s true identity and redemption, as communicated in the law and the prophets. Hebrews 1:1,2. This time it is not a reflection of the image and likeness of God in a separate person, but God Himself in the flesh. A new eternal seventh day is about to dawn: the new Sabbath. Man is now invited to join God in His rest. God does not grow weary or tired; His rest is so much more than a special holy day; it is the eternal celebration of perfection, of all that He successfully accomplished; when the Master Craftsman adds His final touch, the masterpiece reflects it all. ‘We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.’ Eph.2:10. The rest of the Craftsman is a celebration of satisfaction. ‘He rests in His love, and spins around in jubilant joy at the thought of you!’  Zeph.3:17. The Greek word for love, agape is made up of two words: ago, which means to lead as a shepherd leads his sheep, and pao, which means rest! Ps.23. ‘Today if you hear my voice, do not harden your hearts.’  Heb.3:13-19, 4:1-11. Now is the fullness of time. Now is an eternal concept, not a time concept. Every moment in the history of man is God’s now; also every moment in man’s future is God’s now! The moment the individual embraces His voice, the now of His eternal strategy begins to unfold. 

Redemption is a reality. God cancelled every legal claim against us in His body of flesh when He was nailed to the cross. Colossians 2:14,15. He disarmed the claim and dominion of the Accuser over the human body! God’s eternal verdict in man’s favour is beyond dispute and a non-negotiable. ‘We are convinced that one died for all, therefore all have died. From now on therefore, we no longer consider any man from a human point of view.’ 2 Corinthians 5:14,16. Out of all proportion to the effect of Adam’s transgression, is the effect of the free gift of His grace in Christ Jesus. Romans 5:15-19. 

As a Psalmist and worshipper of God, David knew the presence and the plan of God. The Spirit of prophecy revealed to him the agony of Christ’s suffering on the cross many hundreds of years before the great historic event: ‘My God, My God why did You forsake me? Why are You so far away and do You not care to rescue me? Why do You seem to be deaf to the words of my groaning? I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax, it is melted within my breast. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaves to my jaws. You laid me in the dust of death.  Yea, dogs are round about me; a company of evildoers encircle me, they have pierced my hands and feet, I can count all my bones, they stare and gloat over me, they divide my garments among them, and for my raiment they cast lots! We have despised and rejected Him, but He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; and He has not hid His face from Him, He has heard when He cried to Him. The afflicted shall feast and be satisfied. All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before Him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, and He rules over the nations. Yea, to Him shall all the great of the earth bow down. Before Him shall bow down all who go down to the dust. Posterity shall serve Him; men shall tell of the Lord to the next generation, and proclaim His deliverance to a people yet unborn, that He has wrought it. Psalm 22. It is so wonderful to know that Psalm 23 follows Psalm 22! The triumph of the cross is celebrated. ‘I shall not want…even though I go through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil!’ 

Seven hundred years before it happens in our history, Isaiah sees the Plan of God, a mystery that none of the rulers of darkness understood. Had they insight into the mystery of God, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory, they would have cushioned Him lest He bruised His foot against a stone!’   1Corinthians 2:8-10. Because of the law of the Incarnation, everything that happened to Jesus immediately included the human race. Mankind is eternally associated in Christ. Ephesians 1:3,4. The word associate means: occurring together in close union, so as to co-here, in such a way that when any of them is afterwards presented to mind, the others are apt to be brought up in idea. This implies that it is impossible for God to entertain the thought of His son, and at the same time exclude man! In the mind of God, we are associated in Christ on equal terms! ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation!’ It is important to understand that the “if” is not a conditional word in this context but a conclusion! We are not “in Christ” through personal choice, ‘of God are you in Christ, whom God made our redemption, our righteousness and our sanctification.’ 1 Corinthians 1:30. ‘All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God reconciled the world to Himself not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us’ 2Corinthians 5:17-20. 

Sin warped and twisted mankind out of their true pattern. Philippians 2:15. We were designed to reflect the perfection of beauty, with no spot or scar of blemish. Now He, who knew no sin was made sin for us so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21. ‘As many were astonished at Him, His appearance was so marred, His body was crushed beyond human resemblance, and His form beyond that of the sons of men, so shall He startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of Him; for that which has not been told them they shall see, and that which they have not heard they shall understand.’ Isaiah 52:14,15. ‘Who has believed what we have heard and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew up like a root out of dry ground. He had no form or comeliness that we should look at Him; and no beauty that we should desire Him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces, He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely He has borne our sicknesses and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace and by His stripes we are healed!’ Isaiah 53:4,5. ‘He shall see the fruit of the travail of His soul and be satisfied! By His knowledge shall the Righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous; and He shall bear their iniquities.’ Isaiah 53:11. ‘We live in an age that is twisted out of its true pattern, among whom we shine as light-beacons.’ Phil. 2:15. 

On the mountain of transfiguration, Moses no longer sees the Promise from afar; he looks into the eyes of God’s Canaan. The Promised Land is no longer a geographical address on the planet, but one New Man that represents and embraces the entire human race! 

The whole dispensation of the law and the prophets is represented in Moses and Elijah. They foresaw this moment and proclaimed its implication. ‘In many and various ways God spoke of old through the prophets, but now God has spoken to us in a Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. He reflects the glory of God and is the express image of His person, upholding the universe by His word of power.’ Heb.1:1-3. This Word that became flesh, is the culmination of God’s thought; sonship accurately articulates the heartbeat of God. Imagine God searching for a word, worthy to hold His ultimate thought; His final, eternal most intimate word to mankind. He frames this word not in an ancient language of men or angels, but in an earthen jar, a clay pot, Jesus, the last Adam, the New Man, at the same time the mirror reflection of the fullness of the Godhead in a human body. God’s language is a life in the flesh that reveals His glory.         2 Corinthians 3:3. God spoke everything into existence, but having created man in His image and likeness, He now fashions a body of clay with His hands from the dust of the earth. ‘O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay and You are the potter; we all are the work of Your hand!’  Isaiah 64:8. 

(In1947 a Bedouin shepherd-boy discovers the Qumran-scrolls in clay pots in a cave!  These scrolls proved to be the most ancient and authentic text to confirm the historic integrity of Isaiah and many of the other books of the Bible. More than 800 scrolls represent a library of scriptures hidden away in caves near Qumran around the outbreak of the Jewish-Roman war in 66A.D. The library belonged to a group called the Essenes who were led by a priest they called ‘The Teacher of Righteousness’) Today, the most accurate and authentic display of the Presence and Person of God, is His life preserved and revealed also in a clay pot, the human body. 2 Cor.3:2. 

Many years after the transfiguration on the mountain Peter writes: ‘Concerning this salvation, the prophets who spoke of the grace that was to be yours, searched diligently to find out the exact time and circumstances to which the Spirit of the Messiah within them was pointing when they predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glorious implication thereof. It was revealed to them that they were not serving their own generation but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been announced to you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit... therefore gird up your minds to embrace the full intent of God.’ 1 Pet.1: 10-12. 

God’s work of redemption is valid with immediate effect. ‘We have received a faith of equal standing; His divine power granted to us all things that pertains to life and godliness through the knowledge of Him.’ 2 Peter 1:1,3. Peter wishes for every believer to have a first-hand encounter with Jesus, to know Him for who He really is and not just as a vague, distant, historic figure. He writes in his last letter that he was not following cleverly devised myths, but was an eyewitness of His majesty, he saw his body transformed into light and he heard the voice that day on the mountain, ‘this is My beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.’ Now the prophetic word is confirmed beyond doubt. We can argue, ‘well that is great for you Peter; you were one of the lucky ones to be an eyewitness. What about us?’ That is exactly what Peter has in mind in writing this letter: ‘... you will do well to pay attention to the prophetic word and to my testimony as to a lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your own hearts!’   2 Pet.1:16-21. The reading of the Bible and spiritual literature serves merely as a lamp to awaken the revelation of God in you. It is impossible to cook a meal in the heat of a single match, but it only takes one match to light the fire of the oven! ‘The heir, as long as he is a child, is no better off than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; he remains under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father, but now the time had fully come!’ Gal.4:1-11.

A young man of noble birth, Saul, who excels in zeal for the tradition of his religion, more ambitious and recognised than any of his contemporaries, pursues his mission to wipe out the followers and influence of this Jesus. Suddenly a light brighter than the sun overwhelms him. He is blinded for three days, but he has Christ revealed within him. ‘The same God who said: ‘let light shine out of darkness’ has shone into our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory (opinion) of God in the face of Christ. We have this treasure in earthen vessels.’ 2Cor.4:6. Now Paul no longer knows Him from a human point of view, in fact he no longer knows any one from a human point of view.    2 Corinthians 5:16. In this light there exists no longer different types of people, even his own chosen people suddenly lose their prominence and natural identity. Here there is no longer Jew or Gentile, not even male or female, slave or freeman, but one new man! Eph.2:14-22, Gal.3:28. This revelation becomes the passion of his new mission: to reveal Christ in every man. There is such a difference between preaching Christ to man and revealing Christ in man. The Greek text clearly says that he was sent to reveal Christ in the heathen. Gal.1:16. 

The revelation of their true identity and the sun of God’s favour shines so brightly on the apostles that at times their shadow would fall on people and they would be supernaturally healed! Acts 5:12-16. The power of God within them would even be transmitted into cloth and garments they touch and these would be laid upon sick and demon possessed people and they would be delivered.’ The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn which shines brighter and brighter until the full day.’ Prov.4:18. ‘I have made you a light to the nations that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ Acts 13:47. ‘All flesh shall see the glory of the Lord’ Is.40:5. All of creation eagerly anticipates the revealing of the sons of God, the redemption of our bodies! Rom.8:19.  ‘Arise and shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you! Kings and nations shall come to the brightness of your rising!’ Isaiah 60:1-3. 

OUR DAILY BREAD

God has taken the initiative. We love Him because He first loved us. We believe in Him because He first believed in us.  Understanding and appreciating His initiative, cancels all ground for presumption; His presence and purpose becomes predictable.

To get in touch with God is a local call. He is not watching you from a distance. Long distance religion is out-dated! Acquaint yourself with God, Emanuel means God with us. He places His presence amongst men. He dwells within us; God’s address is you; He is always in touch, within your immediate reach. Your joy and your love, reflect Him; His presence is your portion, you are within the frame of His thought, within the focus of His heart. Your wealth is your awareness of His nearness. Acknowledge Him, adore Him… or ignore Him! It remains your choice to hear His voice. You are His audience; listen up!

We sometimes get the idea that God speaks in very exclusive and economic ways; His words are rare and we have to pay a priest or a pastor to hear God on our behalf. But in fact, you do not even have to wait for next Sunday! ‘Wisdom cries aloud in the street; in the market-places she raises her voice; on the top of the walls she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks; How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing, and fools hate knowledge? Turn to Me, and I will pour out My thoughts to you! I will make My words known to you!  Proverbs 1:20-23.

If man’s design and inner make-up is such, that we are to be sustained by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God, then His word must be more readily available than our daily, freshly baked bread! 

‘The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

the firmament proclaims His handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech,

and night-to-night declares knowledge.

There is no speech; nor are there words;

Their voice is not heard, yet their range (or rhythm) goes out through all the earth. (Hebrew: kawv from kawva - a cord connecting together, to bind together by twisting, a musical string or accord, a measuring line.)

Their words reach the ends of the world.

In them He has set a tent for the Sun,

which comes forth like a Bridegroom leaving His chamber,

and like a Strong Man runs its course with joy;

its rising is from the end of the heavens,

and its circuit to the end of them;

and there is nothing hid from its heat.

The law of the Lord is perfect (the perfect law of liberty)

reviving the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure,

making wise the simple;

the precepts of the Lord are right;

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is pure,

enlightening the eyes;

more to be desired are they than gold,

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honey comb.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,

be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer’ Psalm 19. His word reflects in the meditation of my heart and the words of my mouth.

It may seem that within such an abundance of availability and outpouring of God’s thoughts and words, even popular preachers will run out of business and an audience. Yet the unveiling of His thoughts and the revealing of His mystery only belongs to the ones who embrace His words, who value His voice, who make their ear attentive to wisdom, who also incline their heart to understanding, who cry out for insight and who earnestly seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures. Proverbs 2:1-4. The apostles, prophets, preachers, pastors and teachers are gifts to the believers to establish them in their faith and present them in the full and mature stature of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-16. There is such a vast difference between a gift and a reward! We are God’s gifts to one another. What we are in our individual expression is a gift and not a reward for personal diligence or achievement. These gifts were never meant to become mere formal titles, but rather to identify specific and dynamic functions for all to come into the realisation of the fullness of the measure of Christ in them! 

In the early church, the apostles were in much demand while many signs and wonders were done through their hands. Acts 5:12.  So much so that some of their daily duties, which included the distribution of provision and food amongst the widows, were neglected. They thought of a very practical solution: several men of good repute, full of the spirit and of wisdom and faith would be appointed to these tasks. This would free the apostles to spend more time to pray and preach. 

But God’s plans and strategy for our lives are so much bigger than the labels we wear! Stephen was one of the first to be appointed as a deacon. He was called to serve tables when suddenly he got launched beyond his job-description! ‘And Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people, and those who disputed with him could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke!’ Acts 6:8. Also Philip’s dynamic ministry takes him way beyond the duties of a deacon! He breaks through the political boundaries of his day and continues the ministry of Jesus amongst the Samaritans. John 4:38. Remember, the Jews viewed them as dogs and did not even speak to them. ‘But multitudes with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, when they heard him preach and saw the signs which he did. For unclean spirits came out of many who were possessed, crying with a loud voice; and many who were paralysed or lame were healed.’ Acts 8:5-8. In verse twenty-six, an Angel of the Lord leads him South! The good news is going South! Africa is about to get it! Note how God’s strategy goes beyond the masses and the crowds; Phillip is led to a lonely road to minister to one individual! He is then transported supernaturally to the next city after leading the first African to Christ. 8:26-40. The value of the individual must never be underestimated! God saw a continent in one man. It is in the nature of seed to produce after its own kind. An impact of equal value is to be extended to the next person in order to equip that person to discover his or her full potential. 

Paul feels the urgency to encourage the believer to discover the fully realised implication of their salvation, independent of his next visit or letter. Philippians 2:12. ‘Not only in my presence, but much more in my absence, take your salvation to its full conclusion.’ This is such a vital concern, since one can so easily become trapped in the momentum and slipstream of someone else’s experience. 

Ministry was never intended to keep crowds entertained week after week and year after year in a comfort zone of convenience. God does not exist for our convenience! While the presence of God and the moving of His Spirit upon your spirit is the most entertaining encounter man could ever imagine we are not in the entertainment business! If ministry does not mobilize you, it neutralises you! If His full stature, realised in you, is not the product of my preaching and teaching, then I labour in vain! 

Peter was making sure that by way of reminder, his writing would serve to encourage and stir the believer to so consider his testimony, that the impartation of truth would become an individual, first-hand encounter: ‘…until the morning star rises in your heart, and the day dawns in your own understanding.’       2 Peter 1:12-15,19. Jesus helps the woman at the well to discover her true origin, the fountain within her. No follow-up visit or further correspondence is promised. John 4:6-42. The fountain within follows its own course and leads to fellowship and extends spontaneous, effective ministry beyond the individual encounter. ‘He who believes in Me as the scriptures say, rivers of living water will flow out of his innermost being!’ John 7:37,38. A river cuts through mountains and creates its own path, bringing life wherever it flows. 

The standard and ingredient of teaching the believer submits to, determines the quality of personal encounter and fellowship he is to experience. Rom. 6:17. ‘I pray that the communication and fellowship of your faith may promote the knowledge of every good thing that is ours in Christ.’ Philemon :6.

‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My thoughts higher than your thoughts, and My ways higher than your ways…’ We often stop reading there and then use this scripture as a reference to explain why we do not understand the ways of God; yet the next verse says: ‘…But as sure as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and water the earth, softens the soil and triggers the seed, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread for food, so shall the word be that proceeds out of God’s mouth. It shall awaken His seed within you and accomplish His purpose and cause you to prosper in it.’ Isaiah 55:8-11. The seed and the soil understand the language of the rain. The Incarnation forever bridges every distance that could possibly separate man from God. God is in our face! His word has become flesh! John 1:1,14, Heb.1:1,2. 

‘The people who dwelt in darkness have seen a great light’ Mathew 4:16. ‘The true light that enlightens every man has come into the world.’ John 1:1-5,9,14,16. ‘You are the light of the world, like a city set on a hill, its light cannot be hid.’ Mathew 5:14. ‘Let your light so shine, that men will see your good works and glorify the Father.’  When people encounter what God does through you, they discover the opinion of God about them! Matthew 5:16. ‘Arise and shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. Behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness, the people. But the glory of the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. And the nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.’ Isaiah 60:1-3.  Talking about living an attractive life! God endeavours to accomplish His will in the world through you.

Hearing that every good and perfect gift comes from God, the Father of light, who brought us forth by His own initiative and love, is like seeing the face of your birth, your inner-self as you really are, as in a mirror. James 1:17,18. We are His perfect gift to one another. We are spirit; we are born from above; our outward appearance in the flesh seems a fragile vessel of clay, yet it holds an immortal treasure. The vessel takes its value from the treasure it holds. The value of the clay pot does not lie in its shape, size or colour. You can gym-trim your body and decorate your face and features with fancy make-up and expensive clothing and jewellery, but ‘it’s not on top, it’s inside!’ 

Like the watermark concept on a paper note, our inner man carries the exact imprint of God’s character. ‘He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of His nature.’ Heb.1: 3. (Greek word for glory, doxa  from dokeo = opinion) We all have one origin. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren.’ Hebrews 2:11. ‘He made from one, all of mankind. He is not far from each one of us, we are indeed His offspring.’ Acts 17:26,27,28. This ‘watermark’ parallel is also reflected in the seed concept. Every seed bears all the genetic information of the species. What ignites the life cycle and visible expression of the species is what matters. 

The fountain within us is released when we discover our origin in God. Our basic design and make-up originates from the same thought. In the core of our spirit our original design remains intact. To consider the image of God in a person adds a value to the individual that exceeds any talent, skill or achievement, or disappointment for that matter. Discovering the wealth within is what liberates and empowers one to be an asset and not a liability. This alone will break the bonds of poverty, greed and corruption. The compulsion to take and have is replaced with a desire to share and be useful. Every invention has its origin in thought. To trace your design to the imagination of God is to discover the essence of the word of truth, the word that contains the original thought of God, the fountainhead of truth. This is the word that was in the beginning before time or language was, the word that is God, the word that became flesh, the blueprint of our design. Just as our DNA preserves the code of our individual, unique physical identity, our spirit contains the code of our origin reflected in the thought of God. He fashioned and framed us, and knitted us together in our mother’s womb. Within the atmosphere of this truth, we escape the effect of the law of sin, guilt and inferiority. It becomes so easy to believe something you can grasp. We often think that faith is to believe things we do not understand. Blind faith is an illusion; faith sees. The broody hen counts her chickens before they are hatched; she already sees them in the shell. Two key truths sponsor this law: the fact that God created man in His image and likeness, as well as that in Christ; God reconciled the world to Himself. Genesis 1:26, 2 Corinthians 5:18+19. 

The message of man’s inclusion in all that Christ achieved on humanity’s behalf holds an immediate and vital implication for all of creation. Understanding who you are both in your oneness with God and humanity, and in your individual uniqueness, is the most exciting truth your mind could ever ponder. Falling head over heels in love with life is to love and admire God, your fellow man and yourself with equal admiration. Mathew 22:38,39, James 2:8-12, James 3:9,10, Romans 13:7-10. The mirror reveals our oneness. Paul says that while we compete with one another and still strive for recognition, and measure and compare ourselves with one another, we are like people without understanding. 2 Corinthians 10:12. Only one kind of competition is encouraged, ‘to outdo one another in showing honour!’ Romans 12:10. ‘From now on we no longer know any man from a human point of view.’ 2 Corinthians 5:16.

We have become so overwhelmed with the impression of His likeness in us, that any sense of lack, shortcoming or inferiority is challenged, even in the face of the most severe contradiction.

BEYOND JACOB’S WELL

One day, having walked for at least twenty miles on a warm summer day, Jesus sent His disciples along into Sychar, a city of Samaria, to buy food. He waited for them exhausted, hungry and thirsty besides the well of Jacob on the outskirts of the village. A Samaritan woman eventually arrived at the well to draw water, and immediately He asked her for a drink. He had nothing to draw with and the well was about 150 feet deep. Recognizing Jesus as a Jew, she began to exploit His predicament and reminded Him that Jews were not supposed to speak to Samaritans.  She was hoping to at least get some mileage out of the politics of her day. 

Jesus lived a life, convinced and conscious of His true origin and spirit-identity. In conversation with Him the woman began to realize that Jesus was more than a Jew and that she was more than a Samaritan. Suddenly she understood that all people indeed share the same origin. The fountain of living water was not distant from her, beyond her reach, but within her. Not any of her previous five marriages or even her religious tradition could quench her thirst. Not because she failed to meet ‘Mr. Perfect’ or they failed to meet her expectation, but simply because of the fact that a partner was never meant to complete her life. Nothing and no one can equal the wealth someone discovers when one discovers one’s Origin as the fountain of life. Here, there remains no partner, politics or past experience to blame or compete with, only a new life within you to discover, explore, share and enjoy. Your source will sustain you. Truth therapy does not attempt to untangle the complicated emotional hurts and traumas of the past; instead truth reveals the integrity of the origin of life, the fountainhead of our genesis! ‘Are you bigger than our father Jacob, who gave us this well?’ The hour has come and now is where neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father! You worshiped in ignorance; (religious tradition keeps multitudes trapped in ignorance) the true worshippers now worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is our true fountain! Your father is not Jonah or Jacob!  ‘Blessed are you son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you.’ The end of an era has arrived! Return to your Source. ‘He is the Author and conclusion of your faith’ Heb.12:2. ‘Of God are you in Christ; He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus’ 1Cor.1:30. ‘All this is from God’ 2 Cor.5:18. ‘We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.’ Eph.2:10. 

All of ministry exists for one purpose: to reveal to mankind their inclusion in Christ and its full implication; restored value equals restored fellowship. For some to say, ‘I am of Paul, or I am of Apollos’, is to get stuck in a rut of comparison, strife and jealousy. 1 Cor.3:4. When Paul first arrives in Ephesus he finds disciples of John the Baptist there, many years after their leader was murdered. They have never even heard of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and were still preaching a doctrine of a sin-consciousness. Acts 19:1-6. While the disciples of Jesus were feasting and drinking, the disciples of John were fasting and praying. Luke 5:33. John the Baptist announced Jesus to be the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, he saw the heavens open above Him and witnessed the Holy Spirit upon Him in the form of a dove and heard the voice of God. Yet instead of becoming the first disciple of Jesus, he continued his own ministry. He continued to preach sin and condemnation as if the Lamb did not take away the sin of the world. The title of his message says it all: ‘You brood of vipers…!’ The very portion of scripture he proclaimed under the prophetic unction of the Spirit, from Isaiah 40:3, begins with the words, in verse 1 and 2: ‘Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and cry to her that her warfare is ended and her iniquity is pardoned!’ Sadly, the ministry of guilt and condemnation seems to be blind to the good of the gospel. Condemning Herod’s lust after his brother’s wife landed him in prison. Doubt and offence begins to haunt him and from prison he sends his disciples to ask Jesus, ‘Are You He who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ Jesus answers them,  ‘go tell John what you see and hear: the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is he who takes no offence at Me.’ Matthew 11:2-6. Whatever offends you neutralises you.

John’s reaction in prison is in sharp contrast to Paul’s; neither were they in jail for the same reasons. John did not get jailed for his association with Jesus. While Jesus made friends with sinners, John condemned them. Paul went to jail often, and every time for the same reasons and by the same religious people who crucified Jesus. He tells his own story: ‘I have been imprisoned many times, and received countless beatings, often near death. Five times I was beaten 39 lashes. (In the movie, ‘The passion of Christ’, Mel Gibson graphically portrays what happens to the human body when whipped thirty nine times!) Three times beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day adrift at sea; on frequent life threatening journeys, in danger from flooded rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own Jewish people, danger from the Romans, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.’ 2 Cor.11:23-28. This testimony fills one with horror, yet Paul sees it this way: In all these things we are more than conquerors. He sees life flooded with joy in the midst of all manner of contradiction! ‘This slight, momentary affliction prepares for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison!’  2 Cor.4:17. We are given a glimpse of the depth of Paul’s insight into the mystery, of Christ revealed in him: ‘Rejoice always, and again I say, rejoice! I do not complain of lack, for I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be content. In ill repute or good repute, I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of facing a feast and hunger, of having abundance and of being in lack: I can do all things through Christ who energises me! Phil.4:11-13. 

Abundance is not proof of God’s goodness; neither is lack the evidence of His absence! 

CONQUER CONTRADICTION

Competition is not what makes of you a champion, to realize how complete you are in the face of contradiction, 
without any external confirmation or applause, is the true character of a champion.

Faith so captures the impression of His likeness in you, that it becomes foolish to forget what manner of man you are, even in the midst of the most adverse and challenging test: ‘so that you may be what you are: perfect, complete and lacking in nothing’ James 1:4,24. The word of truth, that reveals the integrity and perfection of your origin, produces faith. Faith produces steadfastness, and steadfastness produces proof! James 1:17,18. ‘Grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’ Ephesians 4:7. His likeness in us is the measure of our perfection and completeness. ‘Of His fullness have we all received, grace against grace’ John 1:16. Greek, xarin anti xarin, grace against the fact that we did not deserve grace, as a result of personal performance or achievement. Grace is a gift, not a reward. Romans 4:3,15,16.

There are two kinds of tests, a self-test and the life-test. Both tests ask the same question and imply the same conclusion. In Paul’s final letter to the Corinthians, he challenges the believers to examine themselves, to see whether they are holding to their faith. He says: ‘Test yourselves. Do you not realise that Jesus Christ is in you!’ This is what your faith is all about. This reality is the only correct conclusion of your faith. This is the first and final test that qualifies the believer, just like when a medical student for example, will have to correctly understand and answer all the relative questions in his final examination before he qualifies to face the real life issues of a career in medicine. Why must we come to the conclusion of Christ in us? Certainly not for mere personal entertainment or convenience, but for dynamic and effective service and ministry! The blessing of His nearness, presence and awesomeness is inevitable!

‘If God be for us, who can be against us? Since God pre-designed us to be jointly fashioned in the same mould and image of His son. (‘We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him.’ Verse 29, The Message translation.) Who can bring any accusation or condemnation against us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ Romans 8:29-39. 

‘Count it all joy when you encounter various tests, contradicting your true identity, knowing that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.’ James 1:2-4. Steadfastness is the fruit of a process triggered by tests and temptations; embrace the process with enthusiasm and joy instead of wishing it away. You cannot buy steadfastness over the counter, neither do you inherit steadfastness; it comes no other way. There are no short cuts to obtaining steadfastness; it is a non-negotiable. Steadfastness in your faith, to be convinced about your oneness with God, is your link to the most sought-after quality: a life-experience beyond lack. A test or temptation in this context means anything that makes you feel imperfect, incomplete and in lack; anything that would challenge your conviction that Christ is in you. Remember, God tests no one; there is no hidden agenda with God, no shadow of inconsistency or change of mind. God is convinced about you. His mind is made up about you. His opinion of you is not subject to your passing or failing a test. He is in no need to still experiment with you before He finally approves of you. For you to be double minded is to be cheated out of steadfastness and to deceive yourself; you cannot afford that, not for any reason, no matter how many valid excuses you have. ‘Let steadfastness have its full effect so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing’ The Greek word for complete, holokleroi, means to be in complete possession of your allotted portion. Compare James 1:15, hamartia from ha-meros: to fail to possess your allotment, the full measure of life God intended for you, traditionally translated: sin. What is commonly proclaimed as sinful is often the mere symptom of an unfulfilled life. ‘For the hungry, everything that is bitter, seems sweet; but he who is satisfied, loathes honey. Proverbs 27:7. ‘The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places, I am well content with my inheritance.’ Psalm 16:6. That is why God desires to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise, the unchangeable character of His purpose! Hebrews 5:17.

‘Count it all joy’ is the Greek word, hegeomai which is the strengthened form of the word, ago, to lead as a shepherd leads his sheep. A shepherd in Bible days was a figure of authority. He had to defend his flock against the elements, robbers and wild animals. Thus, hegeomai means to be officially appointed, to be in command with official authority, to have the rule over. ‘Let joy take official charge over your circumstances.’  Joy is not a weak attempt of a smile, while you are actually licking your wounds and feeling sorry for yourself.  Joy is the dominant force of your spirit in the face of contradiction. The most sober calculation one can make is a conclusion, which always results in joy. Remember that joy is not something you do; it is the fruit of something you know. Joy understands that you are infinite and one with your Creator. Joy is the voice of faith. Joy responds to what faith knows. When joy has the official authority, then anxiety, sighing, feeling sorry for one self, complaining, seeking sympathy, talking about your problems and comparing problems etc. are all out-ruled. These reactions will trap you into weakness and inferiority.

One of the biggest problems in South Africa since the demoralising and destructive philosophy of Apartheid, is the current constant reference to the ‘Previously Disadvantaged.’ Although it is well meant, we will never succeed to empower people by emphasising and encouraging feelings of pity and blame. Nothing is more self-destructive than feeling sorry for oneself and blaming someone else. A generation of people who are becoming more and more dependent on handouts is the inevitable result. This is just another cruel attack on human dignity. It becomes so easy to point a finger to the past and to whatever and whoever is to be blamed. The sad reality is that the more we feel justified in doing that, the longer we remain neutralised, paralysed and impoverished through reproach. Life is not about things we do not have, but it is all about what we do with what we have! Discover the wealth within you! 

Joy is the voice of faith; joy sings instead of sighs. The effect of our utterance is compared to the rudder of a ship, a massive vessel can be steered effortlessly; never underestimate the dynamics of conversation. James 3:2-4. Even our thoughts are silent words that impact our health and total life attitude. ‘Speaking the truth in love, is the communication of our faith, which promotes the knowledge of every good thing that is in us, in Christ.’ Ephesians 4:15,29, Philemon 1:6. This standard of conversation creates the environment that perfects the full stature of Christ in everyone. The truth that is displayed in Jesus is our only true reference. Ephesians 4:20-27. ‘Let the word of Christ inhabit you in rich abundance.’ Colossians 3:1-4, 10,11,16. This word-wealth becomes the theme of conversation; it is the inspiration of every teaching and encouragement, every Psalm, and song of praise, or even new spontaneous songs in the spirit. The word of Christ is the word that reveals the integrity of our inclusion in Him and our  true identity. The word of truth as referred to in James 1:18, Colossians 1:5,6 and Ephesians 1:13 is the word that always edifies and imparts grace. Many sincere people think that there is virtue in discussing problems and detail darkness under the disguise of being truthful and open. The truth of the good news of the Gospel is not related to how sinful man is but rather, how beautiful, complete and redeemed man is! This is the word of truth that the Spirit of truth speaks. John 16:13. ‘If you continue in My word, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free!’ John 8:31,32.

SPIRIT ENERGY

Your mind, as a mental faculty, entertains thought from two sources, the senses (including memories), or the spirit. Spirit knowledge comes from within, while your senses only relate to your external environment. Our thoughts feed our feelings. Perception makes the difference. 

Spirit knowledge is realised through resonance and faith. Faith is to your spirit what your senses are to your body. Faith perceives reality beyond the horizon of the senses. The Greek word, to understand, sunieimi, means a joint-knowledge; a flowing together as of two streams. The word for conscience, suneidesis from sun + oida, means virtually the same: joint knowledge or reflection. 

Isaiah 40:29-31 speaks about man reaching the limit of his physical strength and ability. In his youth, his strength peaks, but even the young become weary and they often faint with exhaustion. Many can relate to the experience of reaching a point where one feels totally overcome and paralysed with weakness. But here is good news for those who feel that they have reached the end of the road: ‘They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.’ This certainly suggests a new dimension of experience; while your spirit soars, your body seems to cope with a new found energy facing the routine of day-to-day living or even having to deal with the increased pace of a real demanding day or crisis. 

Here is the key: WAIT upon the Lord. Waiting has never been my favourite occupation. In fact I cannot think of anything more boring to do. Until I discovered the meaning of the Hebrew word translated ‘to wait.’ The word ‘KAWVA’ means to be intertwined or platted together like in the making of a rope or a musical string, thus multiplying its breaking-strength, or altering its pitch! Nothing thrills more than intertwining your thoughts with the thoughts of God. The KAWVA-principle equals the Sabbath-principle. This is the secret of the mirror impact; the reflection of the truth of God’s opinion about me energises my meditation, conversation and total experience and conduct. Its effect is like the rain that softens the soil with its moisture, awakening the seed to sprout spontaneously with energy and vibrant life. Isaiah 55:6-11.He infiltrates my consciousness and inspires my being with His energy.

Paul speaks of toiling and striving with all the energy that God mightily inspires within him. Colossians 1:25-29. He feels consumed with conviction and passion to present every man in the full measure and stature of Christ. (See also Ephesians 1:17-20, 2:7) He sees equal potential in everyone to reveal the character of God in the flesh, in the same order as Jesus did.

In Matthew 6:22, Jesus says that the eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light! The word translated ‘sound’ haplous, comes from a Greek word, according to Strong’s concordance, ha, which in this case denotes a particle of union, + pleko, which means to be intertwined, braided or platted together! This was long before electricity was discovered!  Thus: If your eye is switched on with the opinion of God about you, your whole body will be full of light. ‘With Him is the fountain (origin) of life, in His light do we see the light’ Psalm 36:9. Nothing will benefit your body more. No amount of anxiety can possibly increase your quality of life. Discovering the integrity of your authentic, individual value from your Father’s point of view enriches your life beyond your highest ambition. What we already are far exceeds anything we could ever wish to become!  

In this context Jesus says not to be anxious about what you shall eat and what you shall drink or even to worry about your clothes. Mathew 6:25-34. This is as basic as you can get, but amazingly these basic concerns so often occupy our minds and time with so much unnecessary care. 

‘Look at the birds: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And who of you by being anxious can add a measure to your span of life? Why are you anxious about clothing?’ This does not mean that there is any merit in poverty. Wearing shabby clothes is not a mark of spirituality: ‘Consider the flowers of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you that not even Solomon, with all his wealth, could clothe himself in greater splendour.’ 

There is certainly nothing wrong with sowing and reaping and gathering; it is the law of life. But it is foolish to get yourself entangled in greed and anxiety in the process. To be driven by a sense of lack and need produces greed, discontentment and disappointment. The law of liberty sows with joy and reaps with gladness. Faith even sows in famine. Genesis 26:1+12.

You cannot love and cleave to God and money at the same time; the one occupies the space of the other. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. Occupy your mind with Him and not with anxiety about things. The love of money makes people funny. It is the weakest measure of value. Your worth is so much more than your job-description or salary. In your pursuit of fulfilment, ‘why do you spend your money for that which is not bread; and your labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen with undivided attention to Me, and feast with delight on the fatness My words. O, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.’ Isaiah 55:1-3.

To walk in the light as He is in the light means to see your life and everything that concerns you, exclusively from your Father’s point of view. You are indeed the focus of your Father’s favour. To be convinced of your origin in God is the vital energy of the law of liberty. To reflect the opinion of God gives you radiance that makes your life irresistibly attractive.

In the old days, training to become a teller in a bank, involved the continual handling of real notes in order to become so acquainted with the feel of the real thing that a false note would immediately be detected. To teach your children what two plus two is not, is ridiculous. Teach them the truth, and they will naturally know the difference. For years we have been bombarded with sin, condemnation and guilt and have been told how unworthy and inferior we are; the inevitable result is more sin, condemnation, guilt and inferiority. Evil is not immortal, light is. Light remains the ultimate authority over darkness. There is no substitute for light. To discover yourself in the light of God’s opinion is what truly sets you free. 

To ‘die daily’ makes no sense at all, if you are already decently dead. In the mind of God the sinful-you died when Jesus died, once and for all. To come to the same conclusion and reckon your sinful, unenlightened-self to have died in His death is to agree with God. It is as simple as that. Romans 6:5,6,10,11. Your cross is not your partner, or your kids, or your boss; His cross is your cross. You are co-crucified with Christ.

Paul’s almost unbearable sufferings did not add value to the sufferings of Christ; nothing we suffer can contribute any merit to the validity and vital implication of the suffering of Christ on humanity’s behalf. To punish your own body, by plucking out your eyes, cutting off your hands or even castrating yourself could never add to the implications of the horror death Jesus suffered on your behalf. 

The symptoms of flu, depression or any other illness or disease for that matter are always consistent. Rich or poor, famous or not, the symptoms appear the same in anyone. Whatever the symptom, it can never replace your person, at no point does it become you; it remains an intruder. The body is designed with an intelligent immune system to fight and resist any foreign intrusion. To judge or condemn your body when it feels ill or tired would be ridiculous. Learn to love yourself in the light of God’s opinion of you. 

It is impossible to love yourself and die to yourself at the same time. There is absolutely no merit whatsoever in any attempt to die to yourself outside of realizing that you died the same death Jesus died. His resurrection reveals your new birth. 1 Peter 1:3.

‘After two days He will revive us, on the third day He will raise us up that we may live before Him! Hosea 6:2. (800 years before Christ) ‘You are fearfully [awesome] and wonderfully made’ Ps 139:14. ‘You are His workmanship’ Ephesians 2:10.‘His work is perfect.’ Deuteronomy 32:4.

If someone pays your debt simply because that person sees enough value in you to feel justified in doing that, then for you not to gratefully accept the gift would be an insult. Believe that God is right about you, He believes in you.

To soar in spirit dimension and share His vision for your life is your destiny and portion now!

BEYOND WINDOW-SHOPPING

What happened historically and spiritually when Jesus suffered, died and was raised from the dead includes the whole of mankind, whether they believe it or not.’ God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.’ God did not gamble with the life of His Son. God’s righteousness is not at risk. His love is based on value, not pity. He saw equal value in you. He redeemed His image and likeness. He saw the fruit of the travail of His soul, and it satisfied Him. God’s faith sees you free! Your new birth is not the result of a sincere decision you make to follow Jesus, but an awakening of your spirit to the truth of what already took place two thousand years ago when God raised Jesus from the dead. His resurrection from the dead introduced a new species! 1 Peter 1:3. 

To merely see Jesus die historically as an individual carries no further significance beyond religious sentiment. Jesus is not an example for man; He is the example of man!  ‘Beholding Him as in a mirror, changes the individual into His likeness, from glory [opinion] to glory [opinion]’ 2 Corinthians 3:18. His opinion sets the pace. The mirror reflects the death and resurrection of the one beholding. The mirror reflects mankind in Christ. This is the key to understanding the Gospel. See yourself mirrored in His death and in His resurrection. Romans 6:6.  To believe in the mineral wealth deposited in the earth is no guarantee against poverty. To discover gold in your own garden is what makes all the difference and sets one free. Find yourself in the Bible!  This makes Bible reading exciting and life changing. Whenever we read the Bible we so often have someone else in mind! When the scroll was handed to Jesus, He found the place where it was written: ‘ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor…’ His next statement startled the local audience; they thought they knew Him so well, ‘…Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing!’ Luke 4:17-22. The entire Bible is about Jesus, and all of Jesus is about you! ‘It is written of me in the roll of the book’ Heb.10:7. The revelation of the mirror reflection changes everything. He is the mirror reflection of me. This is how God sees me! When He died, any excuse I could have to live an inferior life, died, and when He was raised, mankind was raised together with Him into newness of life. In the mind of God, everything that Jesus did and everything that He is, includes the human race. The good news is simply a receipt offered to mankind as legal proof of their acquittal.

It is amazing how we seem to struggle to receive something we did not work for or maybe argue that we do not deserve, yet we would have no problem claiming the money should we win the LOTTO. We also have no problem accepting the victory of our team or sport hero as our own: ‘We won!’  Even though we only watched the game as a spectator. Yet we continue to reason that it will eventually take our own physical death to finally free us from the embarrassment of our body, as if Jesus’ death only has spiritual and sentimental significance. As if the first coming of Christ was a bit of a failure, another popular trap of religious thought and sentiment is to now desperately await the rapture and His second coming to rescue us. Your faith in His death and resurrection as your own is not in the first place to qualify you for heaven one day but to release His life in you in order to equip you for life here and now on planet earth. He desires to communicate and reveal His glory in you. In this sense and context you are His second coming! The corn of wheat that would feed mankind with the true bread from heaven has fallen into the earth and died. It did not abide alone but produced an immeasurable harvest! John 12:24.This harvest is ripe and ready! You are God’s harvest. Immediately after the resurrection, Peter and John gave to a cripple what they had as a result of Christ’s triumph. Mankind’s inclusion in Christ’s life, death and resurrection, is the restoration of all things that the prophets saw: ‘They proclaimed these days, God having raised up His son, sent Him to you first.’ Jesus is not dead and gone, He is alive and well in every believer that embraces Him as the true reflection of man. The miracle of Acts 3 was not so much the healing of the cripple, but rather the fact of the risen Christ revealed in the lives of common, uneducated and ordinary men!  Acts 3:7,13,18-21,24,26. Acts4: 13.

While I am still aware of a law within me, forcing me to think, speak or do things that would harm others or myself, I have already forgotten the word of truth that reveals the mirror image of my true identity. But then, to turn again to the fountain of truth, and perceive with awe the integrity of the perfect law of liberty, confirms within me the unspeakable joy of oneness with my Maker. God’s gift to mankind in Christ is out of all proportion to the effect of Adam’s transgression. Rom. 5:12-21, 1 Cor. 15:21,22. We are convinced that one died for all, therefore all have died. From now on we no longer consider any man from a human point of view. 2 Cor.5: 14,16.To hear that every good and perfect gift comes from God, and that we are His love dream, conceived in His image, is to see the face of our genesis as in a mirror. James 1:18,23,24. The Royal Law can only make sense in this context: Sharing an equal origin frees me to love and value my neighbour, as I love and value myself. To practise hospitality and to show no partiality is the logical conclusion. Discover royalty, dressed in rags! James 2:1-4,8. How can we bless the Lord and Father, and then with the same mouth insult men who are made in the likeness of God. James 3:9. It does not matter how much man appears to deserve insult, judgment and condemnation, in God’s mind and in the light of what Jesus achieved, he deserves acquittal more. This is the good news in a nutshell. ‘When the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away. When I was a child I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish ways. Now we see an enigma in a mirror, but then (when I became a man) face to face. As a child I know in part, but as a man I know even as I have always been known. 1 Cor. 13:10-13. God never knew man in any other light! The essence of the gospel is to know ourselves even as we have always been known. ‘As for me I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake, I shall be satisfied with beholding Your form.’ Psalm 17:15. The mystery of truth is to see the face of God in the face of man!

LIFT OFF!!!

A little girl who had lost her front teeth, asked her teacher to take a bite into her apple, just to help her get ‘thtarted.’

Without getting stuck in the dos and the don’ts, or falling into the trap of just another religious recipe, I would confidently encourage the following attitude: Prayer has four ingredients: worship, intercession, request and thanksgiving. Focus on worship. Worship beyond religious routine. It is amazing how small your requests become when you focus on His Omnipotence, and the awesome truth of His indwelling. Sometimes one can be more aware of needs and requests than of God. God desires to be so much more in you than a ‘quick-fix’. Let His Being and the revelation of His provision and your inclusion in Christ, overwhelm you. It is not the degree or severity of our needs that inspire fervent and effective prayer, but the persuasion and steadfastness of our faith in His accomplished work and His fullness in us. ‘Ah Lord God! Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thy outstretched arm. Nothing is too difficult for Thee. Great and mighty God, Thou art great in counsel and mighty in deed. “Behold I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too hard for me?” Jeremiah 32:17,27. There is an immeasurable value in seeking His kingdom and righteousness first, not because of any hidden agenda, but because He has become your only desire. Mathew 6:33. ‘Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.’ Psalm 37:4. Do not be snared in the deceitfulness of riches. Nothing beats intimacy with God. Salute your Genesis with great reverence and respect. He is such a Gentleman. He schools us in the womb of His patience. He enables and anoints us. ‘He surrounds you with favour as with a shield.’ Psalm 5:12.

Begin to live your wealth. With what you have seen, you can already enrich the life of someone else. Remember how one boy’s breakfast fed a multitude! Live a value-conscious life. Live aware of the wealth, which is within you. When someone is really rich, they beam with confidence, without presumption or arrogance. They can afford to be humble; there is no need for them to be noticed or complimented. Mathew 6:2-4.

God is pleased with you because He believes so much in Himself in you. Your faith reveals the value you place upon God’s faith in you. To be overwhelmed with the awareness of God’s indwelling, ignites and awakens the human spirit with a desire to be useful. Suddenly your immediate, personal needs seem insignificant in comparison to God’s ability in you to reach out to others. As much as He desires to bless you, He prefers to bless others through you! No wonder that James conclude that true religion is to visit the widows and the orphans. Can you imagine how their grief and loneliness would test the concept of being complete, perfect and lacking in nothing!

Communicate gratitude, appreciation, affection, admiration, encouragement and value. Become a messenger of good news, exclusively. Do not argue. What is the use of winning the argument, but losing the person? Now you can afford ‘to give without hesitation, to lose without regret and acquire without meanness.’  George Sand

Our ability to see value in another must be kindled, even if those values have become crusted over with corruption, fear, disappointment and hatred. The human spirit, enlightened by the reflection of the Spirit of our Maker, continues to be the dominant force against corruption and all manner of darkness. Suspicion and prejudice are overpowered by forgiveness, integrity and friendship. These are forces of light and life that can never be underestimated.

The greatest personal gain is to love and give without a thought for personal gain, to live to give, without side motives or any hidden agenda. Can you imagine a society where this attitude rules? 

I drive two old Leyland buses. The one is 30 and the other 50 years old. What always amazes me is how reliable these old buses are. At the mere press of a button, the engines crank, puff and with a thunderous roar, start; they were designed to do just that. People are designed to respond to touch. May this teaching touch you like the gentle rain upon the tender shoots, and like showers upon the strong herbs. Deuteronomy 32:2.

I will whisper words that the wind will take beyond; and time will turn to thunder in the cloudburst of thought. Time is the partner of the womb.

When my youngest son, Stefan was four years old, he stood on tiptoe in order to reach the keyboard of the piano and played the very same tune he just heard his eldest brother, Renaldo played. I was startled and asked him how he did that, ’…its easy, Dad, I just press the buttons that sound like the song!’

MANKIND’S MOMENT OF GLORY

By the way, this same James who writes about the mirror image of our origin in God, was the younger brother of Jesus. They worked as carpenters with their father and led a normal life within the accepted social structure of their time, for many years. But when Jesus turned 30, His extraordinary life and ministry began. Initially James must have struggled with a bit of an identity crisis. Where would his brother get all this talent from, all of a sudden? 

Multitudes were attracted to hear Him preach and witness His miracles. Ordinary water is nominated best wine at a wedding. In the same way ordinary people have their lives transformed. Many chronic diseases are miraculously cured. The blind weep with joy when they suddenly begin to see. The deaf hear, the lame leap and dance. Lepers are declared clean and even the dead are raised. 

His reputation spreads abroad. So much so that people travel from overseas to meet Him. Tourism gets a boost. Travel in those days was far from convenient. It was life threatening! Yet the Greeks arrive and demand to see Jesus. John 12:19-24. His disciples are excited; they must give them value for their money. Maybe they could get Him to do a trick or two, like walking on water, or should they begin to line up the sick. What an opportunity to market Him internationally! 

But Jesus responds to the request of the Greeks with this startling statement: ‘The hour has come for the son of man to be glorified.’ Would He now seize power and be crowned King of a new age and dispensation! He could possibly become the greatest political leader of all time. Yet this was not to be the great moment for a great individual; this is the great moment for mankind!  ‘Unless the corn of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone. But if it dies it bears much fruit!’ It is impossible for a single corn of wheat to produce a loaf of bread unless it is first sown into fertile soil and harvested, not even in God’s economy where five loaves of bread and two fish fed thousands. Since man is not designed to live by bread alone, no amount of entertainment of the senses, nor even witnessing the supernatural and the miraculous, can satisfy the human spirit. 

In this context the Greeks represent the nations beyond the Jewish people. Jesus understood that the revelation of the invisible God in a human body was never meant to remain the exclusive revelation of God in a single unique individual whose significance would in time fade to become mere heroic, historic and religious sentiment. Neither was He meant to be the Messiah of a single unique nation. His life, death and resurrection would so include and represent humanity, that they themselves would become the harvest of God’s eternal purpose! We are the harvest of His death and resurrection.

The greatest need for mankind is to embrace the familiar voice and to discover His closeness; and to know that God is not a foreign, remote and distant God, but that He is closer to us than the air we breathe!

The hour has come for the son of man to be glorified. The time of captivity and darkness is over. The harvest of all that He purposed and accomplished in His sacrificial death is here! The opinion and glory of God in the face of Christ now shines into our hearts to bring the liberating knowledge of our oneness with Him. The mirror of truth reveals and reflects the glory (original opinion) of God restored in the flesh. Arise and shine for your light has come! 

CHURCH

The teachings, miracles and fame of Jesus became a subject of much debate. What would the meaning of all this be? 

‘Who does man say the son of man is?’ Jesus asks His followers. Matthew 16:13. Everybody knew that Joseph and Mary were the parents of Jesus. Or would Jesus possibly be a reincarnation of Moses or maybe the prophet Elijah? Simon suddenly speaks up with conviction ‘…You are the Christ, the Son of the living God! The Greek word for Christ, xristos, reminds of the word xeir, hand. The handbreadth was the earliest form of measure or blueprint. We still measure a horse to be, for example 17 hands high. The word Christ or Messiah means the anointed one. Jesus, means Saviour; He was prophesied to rescue the human race, since the beginning of recorded history. He is the hand of God that would interrupt time and reveal the eternal blueprint and measure of their original design. ‘We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him.’ (The Message translation. Romans 8:29.)  

‘Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father.’ You are more than just the son of Jonah. The origin of man goes beyond the flesh!  ‘I tell you that you are Petros and on this Rock (petra, the greater rock, thus, petros hewn from the petra, Is.51:1) will I build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against this Voice.’ (ekklesia). The church is the voice of the identity of God in the flesh; the word made flesh! The revelation that the son of man is indeed the Son of God is fundamental to this new space the Father calls us into. The word translated, church, ekklesia, says so much more than what the traditional picture that comes to mind, suggests; ‘ekklesia’ means, to call by name, or invite with urgency and conviction. We are called to come out of the restricted space of mere survival and existence in the flesh into a new unlimited space of life. We are called to discover our true identity in Christ. Two Greek words make up the word ekklesia: ek, which is a preposition, which denotes origin, and the word kaleo, which means, to invite with a loud voice or, to give someone a name, to salute by name. This is exactly what Jesus did, he revealed man’s true origin and gave Simon a new name!  

The word hades, from ha + ideis means not to see. To see life merely as one dimensional through the natural eyes, is to be trapped into a bonsai mindset and existence. The phrase ‘the gates of hades shall not prevail’ suggests that the call to come out of this walled city of life in the flesh, protected by the senses as it were, will cause all resistance to crumble. Hades represents anything that imprisons man into an inferior opinion of himself. There awaits the most exciting life imaginable outside the walls of this city. The walls that were meant to locate and protect the city became a prison. 

God’s strategy for His church is not a building, but a body! Fellowship is so much more than a formal meeting; it is an ongoing conversation; ‘the communication of every good thing that is in us in our union with Christ’. Philemon :6. All the church buildings today, of all denominations, filled to capacity, could not even accommodate 2% of the world’s population. God sees much more than an organisation or a building; He sees your body, as a practical, mobile vehicle that contains and reveals the presence and nature of an invisible God. His compassion finds expression in your eyes and touch, His word finds a voice in you. God sees a potential in the individual equal to what he saw in Jesus. The corn of wheat produces a harvest of equal quality. The harvest is not a diluted, inferior replica of the original seed; it is the exact mirror image of the same seed! Jesus said, ‘…the works that I do, you will do also, and greater works, because I go to the Father.’ Jesus could only be at one place at one time, for three years of ministry. Now He is multiplied in us beyond time and restriction. This is God’s strategy. This is the harvest He anticipates. For this purpose He equips the church with all that it takes to present every man in the full stature of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13. God’s purpose is to equip you with the revelation of His fullness in you so that your life will touch the next life with equal impact. People relate to people. Paul understands this strategy: ‘and our hope is that as your faith increases, our field among you will be greatly enlarged, so that we may preach the Gospel also in lands beyond you.’ 2 Cor.10:15,16. The invisible God makes Himself visible, tangible and audible in you! Wow! Your body and person is His vehicle. You are God’s strategy! Imagine God thinking His thoughts in your mind. Imagine God speaking His word through your lips. Imagine God doing His work through your hands! Imagine the eternal One employing your time! ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to preach good news to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, to set the captives free and to open the eyes of the blind.’ Luke 4:18-19. This message does not come to you as another alternative, interesting perspective or a new interpretation of traditional doctrine. Neither does it offer you the option to trade in your ‘skedonk’ for a Mercedes. We are talking space ships here! A new dimension of dynamic life in the here and now is awakening within you.

While we were on honeymoon at Blydepoort, Mpumalanga (Jan 1979) Lydia and I met an official from Nature Conservation who told us of a fascinating incident; she witnessed the dramatic release of a Black Eagle a few weeks prior to our visit. This eagle had been captive in the Pretoria zoo for ten years. She told us how thrilled they were with excitement and anticipation when the eagle finally arrived in its cage and the gate was opened. But only with difficulty did they eventually succeed to nudge the bird out of its cage. It was one thing to get the bird out of the cage, but how do you get the cage out of the bird? In the mind of this eagle, it was still captive in the Pretoria zoo!  Every one was holding their breath, but this once mighty bird remained the pathetic prisoner of an inferior mindset. Nothing changed until much later when another eagle began to call in the area. The eyes of the zoo-eagle immediately lit up, and the next moment she took off in majestic flight to soar in unrestricted space. When you hear the familiar voice, you no longer require flying lessons. The prison doors are open. Hades cannot hold you back. EKKLESIA.

‘YE ARE GODS; YE ARE ALL SONS OF THE MOST HIGH’

Next to the fact that Genesis 1:26 declares that God created man in His image and likeness, these words rank amongst the most startling statements on record in all of scripture. What makes it even more startling is the audience Jesus addresses: The religious leaders of His day are so offended by Him that they are about to stone Him for blasphemy. How dare He, a mere son of man make Himself equal to God? Statements such as ‘I and the Father are one’ just did not go down well with the Pharisees! John 10:30-39. They would rather have Him classified mad and demon possessed, or better still, destroy and silence Him for ever. To these unenlightened religious fanatics Jesus quotes the prophet Asaph’s words: ‘I say you are gods; you are all sons of the Most High, but you know nothing and understand nothing, therefore you will die like mere men.’ Psalm 82:5-7.

In spite of man’s darkened understanding, there must be something inherent in man that makes man the God-kind. Man is not a separate creation detached from God; he is the very image bearer of God, equal in likeness and spirit capacity. He is in fact a part of God Himself. 

The scripture in Hebrews 2:6-12 is equally dynamic in content. Here even the translators of the text seem to be reluctant to identify man with God, they feel more comfortable with the word  ‘angels.’ The eighth Psalm of David is quoted: ‘what is man, that You are mindful of him? What would attract You to the son of man that You would visit him? You made him a little lower than God’ says the original text, (the translators prefer, ‘a little less than angels.’) ‘You crowned him with glory and honour. All things are placed under his control.’ We share in the substance and being of God; we are only limited in our understanding and perception. Yet the fall into sin plunged humanity into a place where instead of man ruling over the animal world, the animal nature rules in man.

Only when redemption-realities dawn in our understanding, the dominance of the inferior nature is broken. 

In his Book, THE GOD-MEN, Dr John G Lake writes the following:

We have our physical body with its five sensory organs, and through these we are brought into contact with a certain range of activity that is purely physical. But that is not all there is to man. God desires an awakening of our understanding to realise that the man within is the real man. The spirit-man is the eternal undying man. It is the man whom God Himself cannot destroy, because God cannot destroy Himself. Man is of the very substance of God.

When man subjects that great God-man of the heart to the degradations of the desires of the outer fleshly man, how that inner man must groan. God never intended that the outer man of the flesh should be the governor of the great man of the spirit. Just as the outer man receives by impression, through contact, the things that occur about him, and as these are recorded in the soul, so the greater range of action of the spirit, through the spiritual senses, permits man to touch God Himself. He is able to touch the best things in the universe and bring them back in consciousness to the soul. The spirit man has a larger range of action than the physical man. Both the physical and the spiritual man record their facts in the soul consciousness.

The development of the inner man into the likeness and stature of Christ is the greatest element and purpose that can occupy our lives. The new force that takes hold of our heart is the consciousness that God has an eternal purpose in our life. A divine mission and purpose that will continue to unfold even beyond our life in the flesh.

I am a believer in the partnership of man and God. There is a fusing, a symphonising of God and man; the two become one. Not a saved man and a glorious God. But man fused into God and God fused into man, one divine creation. When Moses stood at the Red Sea, it was not Moses and God; it was just God. We say: ‘Lord make me a channel’ leaving ourselves separated from God in our thought and expecting God to pour His spiritual power and blessing through us. That is not the highest thing. There is a greater experience than that in God’s word: It is where you and God are one.  Your whole body, your whole soul, your whole mind, your whole heart, your whole spirit begins to move in the rhythm and fusion and symphony of the eternal God; one in heart, one in mind, you and God as one. Moses tried to back out of this relationship. God told him to shut up and stop praying and to get on with the job! ‘...You stretch out your hand over the sea and you divide it!’

God is not merely looking for a place of residence; he is looking for a right of action in the body and spirit of man. God expects that same love union that is brought to pass between your soul and His own to be extended so that you embrace in that union every other soul around you. In your home, in your office, wherever you are, you leave the impress of your thoughts there. Wherever you are you manifest His sweetness and evidence His power.

The ultimate note of the gospel of Jesus Christ is to reproduce and make every man, bound by sin and held by sensuousness and enslaved by the flesh, like Himself in deed and in truth, sons of God. Not sons of God in a lower order, but sons of God as Jesus was. The human being is the most marvellous and wonderful instrument in all of creation in its capacity to reveal God.

People have so been in the habit of putting Jesus in a class by Himself that they have failed to recognise that He has made provision for the same living Spirit of God that dwelt in His own life, and of which He Himself was a living manifestation, to inhabit your being and mind. You are just as necessary to God in His plan for the salvation of mankind as God is necessary to you. Without man God would have no medium through which He could express Himself to the world.

We have treated the precious Spirit of God as though He is a method of providing a means of spiritual entertainment. God’s purpose is far mightier than that. When Jesus was about to depart, He said, ‘the glory that the Father gave me I give unto you. The works that I have done, you will do also and greater works.’ Unless Jesus was the possessor of a divine secret, a secret that others did not understand, such words as these would be words of madness. But because Jesus understood the secret of the Father’s promise and purpose, He was able to make these marvellous statements.

John G. Lake was an American preacher, greatly used of God in South Africa and also in the United States in the early 1900’s.

What men of his generation had to say about John Graham Lake:

‘Dr Lake’s teaching will eventually be accepted by the entire world.’

Mahatma Ghandi, Hindu Nationalist leader.

‘His message has swept Africa. He has done more toward South Africa’s future peace than any man.’  Cecil John Rhodes the Empire Builder.

‘Dr John Lake’s healing ministry is one of the most remarkable the world has ever seen.’  Dr William T Gentry, author of Materia Medica, a work of 27 volumes found in almost every medical library.

‘The man reveals more of God than any other man in Africa’  

Rev. Andrew Murray.            

SABBATH

Absolutely no work whatsoever is allowed on the Sabbath. More than forty times this commandment is repeated in the Old Testament. Why? What does the Sabbath mean?

God’s creative expression culminates on the sixth day in the making of man in His own image and likeness. This is the day history has been waiting for: For the first time ever, the invisible God manifests His likeness and image in a body of flesh. Adam stands tall and reflects the image of his Maker as in a mirror.   Thus God sanctifies the seventh day as a holy Sabbath, a day that was to be the prophetic shadow of His eternal Rest. God does not grow weary or exhausted and therefore does not need a break in order to gather His strength again; once the artist adds the final touch to complete his masterpiece, the reflection of all that his imagination saw, now satisfies him with joy! In Zephaniah 3:17 this is beautifully portrayed: ‘He rests in His love, and exults over you with loud singing and exuberant dancing as in a festival.’ 

The Sabbath is God’s eternal celebration of His completed work. What God sees in the Sabbath sustains His rest: ‘And God saw everything that He had made, and behold it was very good.’ Genesis 1:31. ‘Ascribe greatness to our God! The Rock, His work is perfect. Is not He your Father who created you, who made you and established you? …The Rock that begot you, and the God who gave you birth.’ Deut. 32:3,4,6,18. ‘When the house was built, it was with stone prepared in the quarry; so that neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple, while it was being built.’ 1 Kings 6:7. ‘Every good and perfect gift comes from above, He brought us forth by the word of truth.’ James 1:17,18. Nothing that man can do can add to the perfection of God’s accomplished work. ‘You are all together lovely, there is no flaw in you!’ Song of Songs 4:7.  ‘From the sole of his feet to the crown of his head, he was without blemish.’ 2 Sam. 14:25.

In sanctifying this special day of rest, God extends an opportunity to man to enter into His rest, by seeing what He sees. He desires for man to discover and embrace the full implication of His finished work. No contribution of man can add any value or virtue to what God has achieved; nothing that man can possibly do to change himself or his ways, can add to, change or influence the love and value God already has for His creature! Faith is the ability to see what God sees. Our faith is the value we place upon God’s faith in us. God’s rest is not at risk. His rest reveals the integrity of His persuasion concerning us. What we already are far exceeds anything we could ever wish to become!

What if man proves to be a total failure; will our unfaithfulness nullify the faithfulness of God? By no means! God remains true and faithful though all men be false! Romans 3:3,4. Man’s experience does not prove God right or wrong. ‘We can do nothing against the truth.’ 2 Corinthians 13:5,8. If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.’        2 Timothy 2:13. ‘When God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise, the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed with an oath, since He had no one greater by whom to swear, He swore by Himself; (as if He could not be trusted!) this makes it, in human terms, impossible for God to be proved false. Men indeed swear by a greater than themselves, and in all their contract agreements, an oath is final for confirmation and cancels any ground for dispute. Hebrews 6:11-18. The cross is a success! God is fully persuaded about us, he does not need any further proof; He’s concern now, is to persuade us about ourselves.   

Traditional religious rituals like special holy days and festivals, rules and regulations pertaining to fasting and special diets, baptisms, rites and observances, hold prophetic value until the time and person they point towards come to fulfilment. While many are still divided about whether the Sabbath should be held on the first or the seventh day, the Sabbath has already come to fullness in a Person. Who Jesus is and what He has done reflects all that God sees in the Sabbath! 

God’s time is an eternal concept; hence the scriptures refer to the Lamb of God that was slain from before the foundation of the earth. Revelation 13:8. (Greek: kataballo, to be cast down, this could refer to the fall of man.) Jesus is the fullness of time. God found us in Christ before He lost us in Adam. ‘See to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty distractions, according to human traditions and not according to Christ. (Traditions only hold fragments of truth as pointers to a greater reality.) For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells in a human body. (It is in Him that God gives a full and complete expression of Himself in a human body. Phillips translation.) Because of your oneness with Him you express the same fullness. He is the fountainhead from which all dominion and power proceeds. 

In union with His death, you were spiritually circumcised when, through baptism, you threw off the tyranny and control of sin over your body. In the mind of God you were also raised by the same power with which God raised Jesus from the dead. (Greek: the faith of God) Your inclusion in His death, burial and resurrection is powerfully demonstrated in water baptism, which in this context replaces the tradition of circumcision. Because of your uncircumcised, sinful nature you were dead towards God, but God made you alive in the resurrection of Christ, having forgiven us all our trespasses. 

He cancelled the legal, hand-written document, which accused us with its historic content and evidence, when the body of flesh was nailed to the cross. (Everything Jesus suffered immediately included the human race.) Christ utterly wiped out the damning evidence of broken laws and commandments, which always hung over our heads. (Phillips translation.) He brought the power of darkness to zero when He cancelled their claim against the human body! When He wiped out the evidence against us, He disarmed principalities and powers. Our guilt empowered them. The Knox translation says: He robbed them of their prey! He then made a public display of them and exposed them in the triumph of His resurrection.

In the light of all this, let no one judge you on matters of eating and drinking or with regard to a religious festival, a new moon or a Sabbath. (In the matter of annual, monthly or weekly religious festivals. TCNT-translation.) These were only a shadow of what was to come; the substance is the incarnation of Christ. (All these things have at most only a symbolical value. J.B. Phillips translation.) Let no one disqualify you, forcing on you a false sense of humility, even if he claims to be worshipping angels that appeared to him, he did not see anything but is puffed up by his own imagination. (No angel from God will contradict Christ.) These instructions do not come from the Head, from whom the whole body is nourished and knitted together through its joints and ligaments and grows into the full stature which is from God. If you died with Christ, you parted company with worldly principles. Why behave as if these rules and regulations are still important? “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!” These are man-made instructions forbidding the use of things, which disappears in any case once it is consumed. These have indeed an appearance of religious devotion, in that it promotes strict self-abasement and severity to the body, but they are of no value in checking the indulgences of the flesh. Colossians 2:8-23. 

In this context it is clear that the Sabbath is fulfilled in Christ, we are no longer celebrating a day, but a life! The prophetic word is like a placenta that held the unborn child. It becomes useless once the child is born.

God invites us to enter into His Rest on the same basis that He enjoys His Rest. He encourages us to see what He sees, to walk in the light as He is in the light. We are to see ourselves as He sees us, exclusively. Mankind could neither create nor redeem themselves. ‘All this is from God.’ 1 Cor. 1:30. He is the Alpha and the Omega. Rev.1:8. Personal achievement through religious devotion and discipline cannot influence the love and favour of God. It is futile to seek to obtain something you already have! The essence of the revelation of the Gospel is the fact that God is well pleased with man. This is a non-negotiable. Nothing can separate man from the love of God! 

The angels announced the favour of God at the birth of Christ and echoed the prophetic word before there was any evidence of faith or transformed lives. 

‘In the coming ages, God desires to display the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and even your faith was not your own doing, but the gift of God! We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.’ Ephesians 2:7-10.’ Do not presume upon the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience. Do you not know that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?’ (The word, repentance in the Greek, metanoia, means to come to your right mind, to be transformed in the way you are thinking) Romans 2:4. ‘To one who works, his wages are not reckoned as a gift but as his due.’ Romans 4:4. We are the fruit of the travail of His soul. Is. 53:11.

Man’s every effort to redeem or justify himself is in direct conflict with God. It is in fact an insult to the cross, as if Jesus failed to successfully achieve our salvation. 

‘In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.’ Isaiah 30:15. The Sabbath means to see and celebrate with God. It is an eternal festival of gratitude, a celebration of perfection.

GOOD WORKS

Where do good works fit into the picture? We have seen in the previous chapter that our own good works cannot save us; neither can it influence God in any way to love and accept us more than what He already does. God does not love people differently, He desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 Timothy 2:4. ‘For God so loved the world, that He gave Jesus, He did not come to condemn the world, but to save the world.’ John 3:16,17. ‘For the love of God constrains us, because we are convinced that one died for all, therefore all have died. God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself.’ 2 Corinthians 5:14,19. ‘Can a woman forget her suckling child? This is the strongest bond that exists in human relationships. Even should this be possible, I will never forget you; I have tattooed your name upon the palms of my hand! Isaiah 49:15,16. The love of God for sinful man, underlines the value God places upon every individual. Man’s good behaviour does not contribute any virtue to influence the heart of God.

However, good works are the spontaneous and dynamic consequence of redemption: ‘For the fruit of the spirit is goodness.’ Galatians 5:22. ‘Love your enemies; bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them who despitefully abuse you, and persecute you; that you may display your father’s character; He makes His sun shine on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just as well as the unjust.’ Mathew 5:44,45. ‘The fruit of the spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth.’ Ephesians 5:9. ‘We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God originally designed us for.’ Eph. 2:10. ‘Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father.’ Good works reveal the glory and opinion of the Father. Our good works demonstrate to people how God sees them. ‘He is the father of the orphan, and the protector of the widow. God gives the desolate a home to dwell in; he leads out the prisoners into prosperity.’ Psalm 68:5,6. ‘This is the essence of true religion: to visit the widow and orphan in their affliction.’ James 1:27. God is attracted to the lonely.

‘What must we do, to be doing the works of God? Jesus answered them: This is the work of God: that you believe in Him whom He has sent.’ John 6:28. This means to see in Christ what God sees in Him: He is not an example for us, but the example of us! ‘Truly, truly, I say unto you, whoever believes in Me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my Name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the son; if you ask anything in My Name, I will do it.’ John 14:12-14.

‘Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and labour for that which does not satisfy?’ Is. 55:2.  ‘If a person is ill clad and in lack of daily food, and you say to him, “Go in peace, be warmed, be filled,” without giving him the things needed for the body, what does it profit? So faith by itself if it has no works, is dead. Show me your faith apart from your works, and I, by my works will show you my faith.’ James 2:14-18.

When Jesus saw the crowd, He had compassion on them, and He taught them and healed their sick. And great crowds came to Him, bringing with them, not their broken chairs and tables for the carpenter to repair, but the lame, the maimed, the blind, the dumb, and many others, and they put them at His feet, and He healed them. Then Jesus called His disciples and said to them: I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with Me now three days, and have nothing to eat; and I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way. But the disciples said, “Where will we get enough bread in the wilderness to feed such a large crowd?” A valid response, one would argue, yet Jesus was about to reveal to them that there exists a realm of supply and supernatural provision closer to us than the nearest Supermarket. “Give them what you have.” He said. God has called us into a divine partnership where He turns our contribution into a new dimension, exceedingly, abundantly, above all that we could ask for, or even imagine! Mathew 14:14-21, 15:30-38. Ephesians 3:20.

‘And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, for they were harassed and exploited, like sheep without a shepherd,’ at the mercy of the wolves. (In Psalm 105:37 we see such a different picture: when Israel was rescued out of Egypt, there was not a feeble person among them; now, many years later, they are worse off in Canaan and the established religious structures than what they were in the wilderness!) Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.”  And He called to Him His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity.’ Math.9:35-10:1. ‘Thereafter He appointed another seventy, and sent them on ahead, two by two into the cities where He Himself was about to come.’ Luke 10:1.

Prior to His ascension, Jesus told His disciples, a hundred and twenty at that time, to wait in Jerusalem for the Promise of the Father, until they are clothed with power from on high. Luke 24:49. ‘And you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses, locally, nationally and globally.’ Acts 1:8.

Judging good works:

The Bible speaks of three types of judgement: The first is the judgement of sin, which Jesus took upon Himself on humanity’s behalf. ‘He suffered the punishment that brought us peace.’ Isaiah 53:5.  When Jesus cried, “It is finished!” He declared God’s verdict: mankind has been acquitted! The second judgement is the judgement of those who blatantly turned their backs on the Good News. Obviously this involves those who had a fair chance to hear the Gospel of truth and rejected Him. The third form of judgement is what concerns us in this chapter: Paul refers to this in 1Corinthians 3:8-16; ‘We are God’s partners, His fellow workers; he who plants and he who waters are equal, and each will receive his wages according to his labour. The fact that we are all equal does not imply that we will all receive equal wages, each man’s work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. Jesus Christ is the foundation; if the work, which any man has built on the foundation, survives, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burnt up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each one may receive according to what he has done in the body.’  2 Corinthians 5:10. 

Remember, your body is God’s strategy! ‘Every athlete participating in a race, subject themselves to severe discipline in all things. They would do it, only to receive a temporal crown; we are doing this for something far better than applause. God is already our exceeding great reward! I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air; but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to others, I myself should be disqualified.’ There is often so much time, effort and money wasted in ministry initiative, which results in nothing more than mere ‘beating the air.’ 1Corinthians 9:1-27. Always consider this scripture in the light of the perfect law of liberty; this liberating lifestyle that expresses the energy of God in a human body takes you beyond the boundaries of mere religious obligation and discipline. Why spend your energy and labour for a reward that leaves you frustrated and empty? Isaiah 55:2. All our works will be judged: wood, hay, straw, or silver, gold and precious stones? 1Corinthians 3:12. ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’ Math.25:21. ‘Who then is the faithful and wise steward, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master when he comes will find so doing. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.’ Luke 12:42-44. ‘Do not neglect to do good, and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

May the God of peace equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight.’ Hebrews 13:16,21. ‘For God is at work within you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.’ Philippians 2:13.             ‘I became a minister according to the divine office which was given to me for you; that is to make the word of God known in it’s full implication; the mystery hidden for ages, but now made manifest. What is the glorious wealth of this sacred secret in the heathen? It is Christ in you! This is the anticipation of God’s opinion of you! (The hope of glory.) Him we proclaim, reminding every man and teaching every man in all wisdom in order that we may present every man in the fullness of Christ. For this I toil, striving with all the energy, which He mightily inspires within me.’ Colossians 1:25-29. 

Paul encounters the urgency of his call to preach the gospel, as so much more than a mere career-choice, based on attractive benefits; ‘Necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! I am entrusted with a commission; what then is my reward? Just this: that in my preaching I may make the gospel free of charge, not taking any advantage of my rights.’ He makes this dramatic statement to emphasise the fact that the law of liberty and spontaneity, releases a much greater motivational force, than what any law based on fear or reward or moral obligation could do. Under this law, walking the second mile becomes the natural thing to do! The teaching of the truth brings forth spontaneity. If what you hear only appeals to your willpower and leaves you feeling guilty and frustrated, you are listening to the wrong Gospel!

This same law of love is powerfully demonstrated in the area of finances: Paul boasts about the churches in Macedonia how, ‘in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of liberality.  For they gave according to their means, and beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favour of partaking in the relief of the saints. (In modern churches it is often the preacher begging his congregation to give!) Now as you excel in everything, in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, in all earnestness and in your love for us, see that you excel in this gracious work also.’  2 Cor.8:1-7. In Philippians 4:17 he sees more merit in the fruit that giving releases to the credit of the believer, than in the gift itself.

Finally he exclaims: ‘I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who loved His light. 2 Timothy 4:7,8. The revelation of God’s favour is the light Paul walked in. The core of his message was the grace of God that brought about man’s righteousness. Grace in Paul’s mind is the revelation of the sum total of all that God achieved on man’s behalf in Christ Jesus. It is so much more than an overdraft facility to excuse sin. God’s grace is His ability to live His life in and through us. 

Grace gives new definition to our lives. Our lives are no longer contained in an inferior opinion of ourselves. Many well-meaning believers are living ineffective and fruitless lives, having become blind and short-sighted to the wealth that is within them. Seeing energises and equips the believer. 2 Peter 1:8,9. Ignorance and wrong teaching neutralises people and empowers deception. Any teaching that emphasises the responsibility and contribution of the individual to do things in order to gain God’s approval, keeps the person in bondage. This type of teaching sustains a sin consciousness and keeps a person enslaved to feelings of inferiority and guilt. The merit of God’s favour, love, approval and presence, does not lie in the degree of man’s crisis or even in the effort of man to justify or qualify himself; but in realising the value God has placed upon us, while we were yet sinners. 

God cannot divorce Himself from His image and likeness in man. You are irreplaceable; you are His original thought; you occupy the mind of God for all eternity! We are dealing with an eternal Romance that can never be exhausted! 

THE MYSTERY REVEALED

WHERE SHALL WISDOM BE FOUND?

God did not hide anything from man, only for man. The mineral wealth was deposited in the earth for our benefit and for us to discover. Man possesses an amazing talent to search beyond any obstruction and horizon; he is in essence a value conscious being, attracted to beauty and driven to explore. 

Job, the oldest book in the Bible, records one of the most striking pieces of scripture in chapter 28: ‘Surely there is a vein for silver, and a place for gold, which they refine. Men put an end to darkness, and search out the farthest bound, the ore in gloom and deep darkness. They open shafts in the valley, (going deeper than what the natural contour of the horizon allows them to go) away from where men live; travellers forget them; they hang afar from where men live, they swing to and fro. (The standard routine of social life, the applause, the gossip, the backbiting, the games people play, has lost its attraction and appeal. Their quest to find value in a different context has taken them beyond bungi jumping and the search for the mere adventure rush; beyond the ‘been there, done it, got the T-shirt’ tourist type of mentality.) 

As for the earth, (the visible horizon, or topsoil) out of it comes bread; (This is the reason for man’s search: because man is in essence spirit, the feeding and stimulating of the flesh and the senses could never satisfy and fulfil him completely or permanently. ‘Man shall not live by bread alone…’ Now that he has eaten his fill from the harvest of the earth, his craving continues to drive him to search beyond his daily sustenance, even at the risk of losing his life.) 

Underneath, the earth is turned up as by fire. Its stones are the places of sapphires, and it has dust of gold. (If there is dust, there must be more!) This hunger in man distinguishes him from the animal world; no bird of prey knows an appetite beyond his daily diet, the incredible eye of the falcon has never seen any attraction in gold. Even the most violent and aggressive beasts do not compete with man for this prize. Yet man puts his hand to the flinty rock, and overturns mountains by the roots; he cuts out channels in the rocks, and his eye sees every precious thing. (My dad had an Italian friend who worked in the Tsumeb mine in Namibia for 21 years. He often told us of the indescribable beauty of colour display beyond description, from one chamber to another of crystals of every variety! Stalactites and stalagmites, red, green and blue Tourmaline, transparent pink Rose quartz, giant nests of Amethysts, fine threats of copper woven like cobwebs!) 

Man has found a way to bind up the underground streams so that they do not trickle, (no natural obstacle would deter his search.) Everything that is hidden, he brings forth to light. 

But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? He does not know the way to it. The deep says, ‘It is not in me!’ (Man’s best attempt to trade his effort for lasting substance, leaves him with the hollow echo of failure.) It cannot be gotten for gold, and silver cannot be weighed as its price. It cannot be valued in gold of Ophir, neither in precious onyx or sapphire. Gold and glass cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels or fine gold. The price of wisdom is above pearls, coral or crystal. Man’s ultimate search is to discover his Maker as his exceeding great reward. The fear of the Lord, (the awesomeness of God.) is wisdom.’ Man’s quest is to discover a value that will equal his sense of worth, a value that would accurately reflect the detail of his eternal origin and make-up. 

THE ROCK - THE BLUEPRINT OF OUR DESIGN

The Rock-reference in scripture simulates the hard drive in the computer; it holds the detailed blueprint of our origin and design. God’s awesome greatness is revealed in His workmanship and the eternal association of mankind in Christ. Eph.1:4, 2:10. Paul speaks about ‘the full wealth of conviction which understanding brings, and the knowledge of God’s mystery, of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’ Col. 1:15,16,17, 26,27+ 2:2,3. 

‘Whoever draws near unto God must believe that He is, and that He is the reward of them that diligently seek Him.’ Hebrews 11:6. ‘You who pursue righteousness, who seek God, look to the Rock from which you were hewn, and the quarry from which you were dug’ Isaiah 51:1. 

God is not lost, neither is He playing hide and seek; mankind simply lost sight of God in their own being. To look for God outside of man, is to look in vain! His image and likeness is preserved in His workmanship. 

‘Ascribe greatness to our God the Rock! His work is perfect! But you have forgotten the Rock that begot you, the God who gave you birth.’ Deuteronomy 32:3,4,18. ‘Every good and perfect gift comes from above, from the Father of lights, with whom there is no shadow of variableness or change. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth; for anyone to hear this word, is to see the face of his birth as in a mirror.’ James 1:17,18, 23-25.

The mirror is the enigma that holds the secret of the face of God in the face of man! ‘When I was an infant, I vaguely recognised my own face reflected in the face of my mother, almost like looking into a mystery-mirror, but now, having gazed into the perfect law of liberty, I see face to face; now I know fully, even as I have always been known.’ (The infant represents the prophetic dispensation before Christ was revealed in the flesh, a time, where mankind was trapped in infancy, and sustained by the milk of prophetic fragments and utterances. Heb.1:1,2. Becoming a man is the fulfilment of prophesy; the full mature stature of the Christ, revealed in ordinary human lives!) James 1:17,18,23-25, 1Cor. 13:10-12. God has always known me this way! 

‘In past generations He allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways; yet He did not leave Himself without witness, for He did good and gave you from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.’ Acts 14:16,17. Good bears witness to God! 

EQUAL VALUE

Jesus says in Mathew 5:44-48, that the most accurate and perfect way in which we can represent the revelation of God in man (the perfect sons of a perfect Father) would be for us to love our enemies, and to pray for those who persecute us. ‘For God makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.’ (Without the sun and rain, no life on earth could be sustained.) ‘For if we only love those who love us back, what reward have we? Or if we only salute our brethren, (the ones who agree with us on every point of doctrine) what are we doing that distinguishes us from others?’ 

Paul writes to Titus and encourages him ‘to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all men. For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another; but when God’s goodness and fondness for mankind appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy.’ Titus 3:2-5. 

It is no wonder that Jesus had the reputation of being the friend of sinners; they never felt condemned, judged unworthy or excluded in His company. ‘The tax collectors and sinners were all attracted to Him to hear Him preach.’ Luke 15:1. When the religious leaders complained about this, He told them three parables to emphasise the same truth: the lost sheep, the lost coin and the prodigal son, represent the same person. Their lost condition did not cancel their value or their original identity. 

God is the only true Father and Origin of mankind; He is the Father from whom every family in heaven and earth is named. Ephesians 3:14,15. Satan is not man’s true father; he is the father of lies. John 8:44. 
The body of Jesus on the cross was the document of guilt that represented the whole human race, and in His death God reconciled the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them. Col.2:14,15. Mankind’s acquittal was vindicated and the powers of darkness were disarmed. 

In Romans 2:4 Paul says: ‘Do not take the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience for granted; do you not realise that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?’ The word translated, repentance, is the Greek word metanoia, which means a positive change of mind and perception. God is the most attractive Being in the universe and yet many have a twisted perception of God because of the way religion presented Him. 

Jesus did not live a life, or preached a gospel of compromise; the attraction of His life to the masses was the fact that He made the invisible God visible and at the same time reflected the original blueprint of every individual. 

The sinner heard enough in His word and saw enough in His life, to feel totally identified and included in Him. In Him they saw the display of the character of their true design and make-up; they recognised the life that they were meant to live: a totally fulfilled, unselfish life of love and moral integrity. They witnessed the impact of unconditional forgiveness, which restored more than a mere cancellation of a sinful past, but released a new quality of life and integrity of expression. 

He was not an example for us but an example of us! The prostitute felt the cleansing of His love and the release of a new ability within her to go free and sin no more. The thief felt the urge to no longer steal, but instead to find honest work and give to others. Ephesians 4:28. ‘The thirsty land shall become springs of water!’ Isaiah 35:6. 

THE MYSTERY IS IN THE SEED

The secret of the complex genetic detail of spontaneous life lies concealed within the seed. The seed is in fact the mirror reflection of the tree that bears the fruit. The word mystery, musterion in Greek, is only used three times in the gospels. Mathew, Mark and Luke use this word every time in the context of the mystery of the seed. An enormous harvest, beyond any possible calculation lies hidden within one seed. 

The mystery that was hidden for ages and generations was about to break through the soil of the invisible realm of Spirit-realities, and forever transform the life-expression and destiny of mankind. ‘Unless the grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone’ John 12:24. The destiny of the single grain of wheat, was to release its secret and become the harvest of life, multiplied according to its own kind, in mankind; the bread of life that would feed the hunger of the nations. He was never meant to become a mere doctrine of religious sentiment and tradition, but a life of the highest expression of virtue and integrity, to be revealed in every man. For this Paul labours, striving with all the energy that God mightily inspires within him, to present every man in the full stature of Christ! Col. 1:27-29. 

We have always maintained that perfect beauty is rare, like an Absalom who was without blemish from the soul of his foot to the crown of his head, (2Samuel 14:25) yet God preserved the perfection of beauty, the blueprint of our original design, in Christ and through the gospel now reveals it as our life! 

THE LAW OF INCLUSION

‘None of the rulers of this world understood the mystery and secret of God’s Plan; if they had, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory!’ They failed to comprehend that the death of this Jesus was not the death of an individual but the death of mankind! 1Cor.2:7-8. ‘One died for all, therefore all have died!’   2 Cor.5:14. He was not the second Adam but the last of the Adamic race! 1Cor.15:22,45. 

His resurrection was indeed the birth of a new species! 2Cor.5:17, 1Pet.1:3. “Who has heard of such a thing? Shall a land be born in one day, and a nation be brought forth in one moment?” Isaiah 66:8, Hosea 6:2. 

The rulers of darkness did not understand that the child that was born unto us was indeed the Eternal Father! The Almighty, Eternal God in camouflage of frail flesh! Is.9:6. ‘In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The true light that enlightens every man has come! The light shines in the darkness and the darkness could not comprehend it!’ John 1:4,5,9. ‘Arise and shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you! For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. The nations shall come to your light, and Kings to the brightness of your rising!’ Isaiah 60:1-3. The nations will be irresistibly attracted to you because the true light that enlightens every man is the light that reveals their inclusion. 

The ignorance that robbed the forces of darkness of their power over mankind is now their only weapon against man; as long as man remains ignorant of the fact of redemption, namely his true identity and inclusion in Christ, his unbelief empowers darkness to continue to sway its sceptre of deception over him. Christ, who is the image of God, is also the mirror reflection of man; this is the light of the gospel. He is the exact description of the glory (opinion) of God. 2 Cor. 3:18+4:4,6, 2 Tim. 1:9,10. The knowledge of truth liberates as surely as light dispels darkness. 

Darkness in its every form, whether it be addiction to drugs, lust or alcohol, any form of emotional hurts, brokenness or depression, whatever the cause, poverty, fear and inferiority, also every sickness and disease, loses its claim and dominion over man. Truth brings persuasion; faith’s conviction comes through the hearing of truth. It is within this context that the relevance of the Good News becomes dynamic. Romans 1:16,17, 10:17. 

‘Paul preached in such a way, that many believed!’ Acts 14:1,9,10. Paul said that the revelation of the Son of God in him separated him from the restricted definition of his life through his natural birth. His mission now is to proclaim Christ in every man! Gal.1:15-17. He was so awe-struck by the revelation of God in the flesh, the fullness of deity in a human body, dwelling in him, that he felt no urgency to defend this revelation against any popular traditional belief.

MAN IS GOD’S OFFSPRING
In Athens, Paul addresses a very interesting audience of Greek and foreign philosophers; he mentions the fact that they seem to accommodate a wide and universal expression of Deity, displayed in their many objects of worship. 

Just to make sure that no religion or god would feel offended or excluded, they also erected an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ This triggers Paul’s message to them: ‘Whom therefore you worship as unknown, Him I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all men life and breath and everything. (This God is not another attractive or convenient alternative to our many pet-doctrines. He is not competing with any other religious ‘shot in the dark’ definition or expression!) He made from one mould, every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted seasons and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, in the expectation to feel after Him and find Him’ 

He then says these remarkable words; ‘Yet He is not far from each one of us, for “in Him we live and move and have our being, for we are indeed His offspring!” As even some of your poets have said. (Aratus, a Greek countryman of the apostle, and his predecessor by about three centuries; also the thoughts of Cleanthes a Stoic philosopher) 

Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the Deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, a representation by the art and imagination of man. God has overlooked the times of ignorance.’ (In the essence of our make-up, we are the God-kind! We could never wish to discover God in any other context outside of our being) 

God overlooked the times of ignorance and now appeals to all men everywhere to radically change their minds about themselves. (Greek, metanoia, a complete change of mind due to a new reference) ‘For in one pre-appointed man and moment God judged the entire world in righteousness, and of this (mankind's acquittal) He has given assurance by raising Him from the dead.’ Acts 17:22-31. The fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the final testimony of God’s vindication of mankind. Romans 4:25, 1Cor.15:17. God succeeded to restore man in blameless innocence before Him. 

The appeal of the Gospel is for man to discover himself included in Christ! The resurrection of Jesus from the dead, challenges everyone to a new perspective, to see the harvest that God anticipated when the corn of wheat fell into the earth and died!  John 12:24. Peter says, ‘By His great mercy, we have been born anew, through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead! 1Peter 1:3. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

This new quality of life is referred to in scripture as, ‘Righteousness by faith.’ The word righteousness implies a legal basis of relationship of absolute integrity, where there exists no reference or hint of inferiority, guilt, suspicion, accusation or condemnation. The initiative of God, to restore man to Himself independent of any worthy contribution of man, is the theme of the Gospel. 1Cor.1:30, 2 Cor.5:18, 21. The proclamation of mankind’s inclusion in Christ is the basis of faith. This association exists in the mind of God for all eternity! Ephesians1:4, Rom.1:16,17. The mirror-mystery reflects and reveals the complete inclusion of man in Christ’s achievement. 2 Corinthians 3:18. Christ remains the eternal testimony of the blueprint of our original design. 

It is sadly possible to study with the utmost diligence and scrutiny, the historic integrity and evidence of the life, the message, the miracles, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, without touching the life changing impact or power impartation of the gospel. It is only in the revelation of our inclusion, confirmed through the witness of our spirit that we share our origin in Him, that the Son of God is revealed in man. Gal.1:15,16. 

The Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are born from above. Rom.8:16. In 1995, one man scored the points in the dying seconds of the match, which made South Africa the Rugby World Cup champions. All of South Africa were included in the victory, whether we watched, played or ignored the game. The fact that some did not share in the thrill of the moment did not make the victory invalid. Outside the concept of association, not even sport makes any sense!

If righteousness had anything to do with man’s contribution, it would no longer be by faith, and we would no longer enjoy an equal access. 

TANGIBLE LIFE

Man is designed with the capacity to ‘feel after God and find Him! He is not far from each one of us.’ God does not want to remain a mystery to man, He desires to reveal Himself in a tangible way to every individual! 

‘That which was from the beginning, (this is not a new or recent revelation) which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have gazed upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life; and the life was made manifest in us! Now we are in fellowship and joint partnership with the Father and His Son, we are convinced of your inclusion in this fellowship; I am writing this so that your joy might be complete.’ 1 John 1:1-4. 

Even though it has been nearly sixty years since John last saw his best friend, Jesus, in the flesh, he speaks of a very present tense encounter. The fact that he writes from an isolated island does not diminish his joy of fellowship at all. The revelation of God in the flesh, is so much more than just another religious doctrine, it is realised, tangible life! ‘Great indeed is the mystery of godliness: God was made manifest in the flesh!’ 1 Timothy 3:16. ‘No one has ever seen God, the only Son who was in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known.’ John 1:18. God, the first-born of all creation. ‘He is the image of the invisible God. (The original mould and blueprint of our design.) 

For in Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, all things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things and all things share their common identity in Him.’ Colossians 1:15-17. John the disciple of Jesus spent most of the latter part of his life (about 30 years) living in Asia Minor and more specifically at Ephesus, much of Paul’s emphasis in teaching is revealed in John’s writing. He wrote the Gospel of John when he was already about 96 years old! This happened either from Ephesus or from the Isle of Pathmos where he spent a few years in exile. (Compare Col.1:15-17 to John 1:1-3,16-17,1John 5:20.) ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things came into being through Him; and nothing has any authentic existence outside of their origin in Him. In Him was life and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness could not comprehend it. (Greek: katalambano, to seize upon, to grasp) The true light that enlightens every man has come into the world. The world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not; He came to His own, and His own received Him not. But to everyone who by faith, comprehends Him to be their true origin, (Greek, lambano, comprehend, grasp, identify with) in them He confirms the integrity of their son-ship, the fact that they are His own, born from above, they have their being in Him!’ (Greek, eksousia, legality, authority, legal grounds.) 

In Him we discover that we are not here by chance or accident, or by the desire of an earthly parent, neither are we the product of a mere physical conception; we exist by the expression of God’s desire to reveal Himself in the flesh. His eternal, invisible Word, His Spirit-thought, became flesh. (James says: ‘Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth…if any man hears this word, he sees the face of his birth as in a mirror.’ James 1:17,18,23.) 

The word became flesh and has taken up permanent residence (tabernacled) in us, and we gazed with wonder and amazement upon the mystery of our inclusion in Him; (theaomai to gaze upon, to perceive) We saw His glory (Greek, doxa, the display of His opinion), the glory as of the original, authentic begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (The original mind, or opinion of God, preserved and perceived in Christ.) We have grasped that He is the revelation of our completeness. ‘And of His fullness have we all received, grace against grace.’ (Grace undeserved) ‘For the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. He who is in the bosom of the Father, the only (original, authentic) begotten of the Father, He is our guide who accurately declares and interprets the invisible God within us.’ John 1:1-5, 9-14,16-18. 

THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL

The conclusion of grace is the revelation of our inclusion in Christ. ‘For in Him all the fullness of Deity is revealed in a human body, and we are complete in Him.’ Our union with Him reveals our perfection. Col.2:9,10. The fact that Christ reveals us is the essence of the gospel! This is the word of Christ that indwells us in a wealth of abundance. Col.3:1-16. ‘And we all with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are being changed into His likeness from one degree of glory to another.’ (From an inferior opinion of ourselves, based upon external features and performance, to the opinion of faith, based upon our original design and the grace of God displayed in Christ.) 

This is the light of the gospel! ‘Unbelief empowers the god of this world to blind your mind and to keep you from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God. But the God who said, ”Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone into our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the opinion (doxa, glory) of God in the face (the mirror reflection) of Christ.’  2 Cor.3:18,4:1-7. 

The only things that could possibly separate us from God are our ignorance and unbelief! Neither satan nor sin can separate man from God, if what Christ did in His death and resurrection was a success; ‘He disarmed principalities and powers.‘ Colossians 2:15. 

Jesus declares with conviction: ‘If you continue in My word, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free; and if the son sets you free, you will be free indeed.’ John 8:32,36. Son-ship sets you free! The revelation that the son of man is in fact the Son of God is fundamental to the message of the gospel. Mathew 16:13, 16-19, Luke 15, Malachi 2:10, Psalm 82:6, Deut.32:18, Is.51:1, Ps. 22:27,30,31, Eph.3:14,15. 

The key to discover God is preserved in the secret of the incarnation, the revelation of Christ as our origin; God in the flesh, the mirror image of man; ‘we are indeed His offspring.’ Acts 17:28. The word of truth reflects the face of your birth as in a mirror; you cannot fault the image or flaw the likeness even at close scrutiny, every detail of your original design confirms that you are complete and perfect and without lack. This fuels your faith to produce a joy that overcomes all contradiction. James 1:4,17,18,23-25. 

TO MAKE ALL MEN SEE

‘The true light that enlightens every man has come into the world.’ John 1:9. ‘The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him that is weary. Morning by morning He wakens, He wakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.’ Isaiah 50:4. 

‘Pray for us that God may open for us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, that I may make it clear, as I ought to speak.’ Colossians 4:3,4. 

‘For He has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of His will, according to His purpose which He set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.’ In Him we… in Him you also, who have heard the word of truth…’ Ephesians 1:9-. ‘We are stewards of the mysteries of God.’ 1Corinthians 4:1. Paul knew that the knowledge of the mystery of God’s eternal purpose was entrusted to him: ‘When you read this, you will perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ.’ Ephesians 3:4. 

‘This grace was given, to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made manifest through us(!) to the principalities and powers in heavenly places. (The spiritual realm.) This was according to the original purpose of God which He realised in Christ Jesus.’ Eph.3: 8-11, 14-21. 

The ekklesia, the echo call of God in every stone, hewn out of the Rock, is now the display of God’s eternal purpose. Math.16:16-19, Is. 51:1. ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is a profound one, I am saying that it refers to Christ and the ecclesia.’ (A new union, a new name, a new identity beyond natural birth.) Eph. 5:31,32. ‘We impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification! (Christ is revealed as the accurate definition and measure of the life that God intended for us before the fall. Greek, prohoritso, means to pre-design, to establish the exact horizon, while the word, doxa, translated, glory, means opinion, which suggests the quality of life God had in mind for us.) None of these dark forces understood this, if they did, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory!’ 1Corinthians 2:7,8. 

The secret is out! All of mankind was included in Christ! ‘One died for all, therefore all have died! All this is from God who in Christ reconciled the world to Himself; He made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.’ 2 Cor. 5:14-21. ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love Him, God has revealed to us through the Spirit. We impart this in words, not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit.’ (Spirit words impart truth beyond intellectual argument.) 1Corinthians 2:9-13. 

‘I became a minister according to the divine office which was given to me for you; that is to make the word of God known in it’s full implication; the mystery hidden for ages, but now made manifest. What is the glorious wealth of this sacred secret in the heathen? It is Christ in you! This is the anticipation of God’s opinion of you! (The hope of glory.) Him we proclaim, reminding every man and teaching every man in all wisdom in order that we may present every man in the fullness of Christ. For this I toil, striving with all the energy, which He mightily inspires within me.’ Col.1:25-29.

‘I greatly strive for you, that your hearts may be encouraged as you are knitted together in love, to have all the riches of assured understanding in the knowledge of God’s mystery in Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’ Colossians 2:2,3. ‘And we all with unveiled face, beholding the glory of God in the face of Christ as in a mirror, are being changed into His likeness, from glory to glory.’ This is the light of the gospel, our inclusion in Christ, who is the likeness of God. The likeness of God is again restored in the flesh. ‘In Him God gives full expression of Himself in a human body, and in you, God sees the exact same capacity!’ Col. 2:9,10. ‘It is the same God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness!” who has shone into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. And we now have this treasure in earthen vessels.’ 2 Cor. 3:18-4:1-7. 

CO-RAISED TO CO-REIGN

‘On the third day He will raise us up.’ Hosea 6:2. ‘From now on the son of man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.’ Luke 22:69. ‘He raised us up with Him, and made us sit with Him in heavenly places.’ Eph.2:6. ‘Since you were included in the resurrection of Christ, explore the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. (This is the domain of dominion that He has prepared for you, so that you may be where He is. John 14:3) 

Occupy your mind with this new order of life; you have died, your new life is hid in oneness with Christ in God. The secret of your life is your oneness with Christ in God.’ Col. 3:1-4. 

(You and the glorified Christ as one are the divine manifestation of God. Come up to the throne, dear ones. Let the throne life and the throne love and the throne power and the throne spirit possess you, and your tread will be the march of the conqueror, your crown the crown of glory, and your power the power of God. Not a saved man and a glorious God. But man fused into God and God fused into man, one divine creation. One in heart, one in mind, one in soul, you and God as one. ‘You have all there is of Me and I have all there is of you. We are one and indivisible.’ John G. Lake.)  

You are now the revelation of Christ in the flesh; your compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, joy, your forgiving one another, your love for one another and the peace of Christ in charge of your mind, is now the manifestation of the life of Christ in you; having put on the new man, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Now there cannot be Greek and Jew, foreigner or savage, slave or freeman, but Christ is all and in all! (Christ is in all, in every one, even in the savage!) Colossians 3:1-16.

‘From now on, we no longer consider any man from a human point of view!’  Man’s inferior opinion of himself and his fellow, becomes totally overshadowed by the revelation of the integrity of God’s persuasion concerning us. 2 Cor. 5:16. (We co-died with Him, we were co-raised with Him, we are co-seated with Him in the Throne Room of God, and we now also co-appear with Him, every time He appears! Col.3:4. 

In the book of Acts, chapter 3, Christ shows up in the lives of two ordinary, uneducated fishermen, and heals a man who was cripple from birth! They could have said, ‘Sir, we knew a man that could have given you so much more than what you expect to receive from us, but unfortunately you missed Him by two months!’ But thank God for the revelation of the resurrection; they understood with conviction, that what they had, what God achieved on man’s behalf in Christ, included this man’s miracle!  Acts 3:26, 4:13.

DIVINE ROMANCE

The central theme and revelation of the Bible celebrates a relationship between God and man of the highest order, a union of absolute integrity, with no hint of distance, inferiority, guilt, condemnation or suspicion. The sacred moment, when for the first time in the history of the universe, the invisible Creator reflected His image and likeness in a fragile vessel of flesh became the reference of a presence and purpose in the earth that would dominate human history and destiny. Genesis 1:26,27,31. The revelation of the Gospel shows how God preserved the blueprint of our design in Christ in spite of mankind’s fall into sin. Our eternal association in Christ from before the foundation of the earth was redeemed. Eph.1:4,5. God found us in Christ before He lost us in Adam! Much has been made of Adam’s fall, while something of far greater implication deserves our undivided attention. Jhn.10:10. The message of reconciliation emphasises the initiative that God undertook and reveals how God succeeded to restore fallen man to Himself in absolute innocence. 1Cor.1:30, 2Cor.5:18,19, Rom.1:16,17, Rom.5:12-20. 

Man exists to be in union with his Maker; in his very make-up he is the God-kind, created for Divine companionship and encounter. Mankind is God’s love dream. Eph.1:4, 5. ‘I say ye are gods, all of you are sons of the Most High, why would you die like mere men?’ Psalm 82:6,7. ‘You were unmindful of the Rock that begot you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth.’ Deut.32:18. In Psalm 22 David prophesies the death of the Messiah-Christ and sees the triumphant outcome in verse 27, ‘all the ends of the earth shall remember and return to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before Him!’ In Christ God dealt with every possible excuse man could have to feel separated and distanced from God; He is the highway in the desert that Isaiah saw, every high place was brought down, every valley filled up, every crooked place made straight, even the rough places was made smooth! Is.40:3-5, Luke 3:4-6. In His death on the cross He prepares a place for us so that we may be where He is: John 14:2,3,20, ‘In that day you will know that I am in my Father and you in Me and I in you!’ Col.1:21,22, 3:3, 2 Cor.5:19. ‘God was in Christ when He reconciled the world to Himself.’ 

Paul expresses his boundless gratitude towards God for the believers at Corinth whenever he considers the full implication of their faith-union in Christ. He sees them saturated in favour and grace, and therefore able to communicate freely in order to equally impact others. 1Cor.1:4,5. ‘You possess full knowledge and give full expression because in you the evidence for the truth of Christ has found confirmation.’ (New English Bible, verse 6.) The King James translation says, ‘even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you.’ Paul encourages them to embrace with confident expectation the full revelation of Christ in them. The believer may now know beyond doubt that everything he would ever need is already part and parcel of this grace-gift. The testimony of Christ confirmed in you will not leave you stranded half way, but is able to sustain you guiltless in His presence to the end of days. Jesus is the guarantee of your acquittal, His life and testimony is the receipt and documented proof against all accusation and suspicion. Amplified: ‘He is the guarantee of your vindication; He is your warrant against all accusation or indictment.’

 In this light Paul pleads with the believers to be mutually persuaded in the same opinion; he exhorts each and every one of us to speak the same exclusive language, (lit. to say the same thing) simply because we share the exact same reference and judgement.    1 Cor.1:4 –13.  God’s point of view is the only light to walk in. Division cannot be tolerated! ‘As far as it depends on you, live in peace with all men.’ Rom.12:18.. ‘With Thee is the fountain of life and in Thy light do we see the light.’ Ps 36:9. In the light of God’s work of grace in identifying and including every man in Christ, there remains no room for any other opinion. No specific emphasis of doctrine or personal style coming from any man, whether it is Paul or Peter or Apollos, should distract from the central theme of the Gospel of His grace. We are not called to identify with any man’s experience, doctrine or interpretation at the expense of the truth as it is in Christ. The fountain preserves and secures the original, undiluted thought of God; He is the Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God; He is our origin and all our springs of joy are in Him!  

The following five ingredients are qualities of meaningful friendship that can never be compromised:

1. Unconditional love sets the pace. (Acceptance, favour, appreciation, admiration.)

2. Integrity inspires trust.

3. Innocence, forgiveness, total acquittal, no suspicion, blame or guilt.

4. Oneness of mind 

5. Long-term hope and sustained feedback.

1. The revelation of God’s initiative distinguishes true Christianity from every other religion. This is not about man attempting to win the favour of deity, or trying to influence the mood of a bad tempered god; here God reconciles a hostile world to Himself! Rom.5:10. It is not about a sacrifice man brings; this is not man with his best lamb; the gospel reveals God’s initiative: ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’ Genesis 22:13,14, Isaiah 53:7, John 1:29. ‘We love Him because He first loved us.’ 1John 4:19. ‘He loved us while we were still caught up in sin.’ Romans 5:8. If sin could separate man from the love of God then redemption would be impossible. Jesus Christ is the measure of the value God places on every person. ‘Grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift’ Ephesians 4:7. He redeemed His image and likeness in us. Luke 15:8,9. ‘We are bought with a price.’1 Peter 1:18,19. ‘What is man that You make so much of him, and why would You set your mind on him? Job 7:17. ‘What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You care so much for him?’ Psalm 8:4. ‘How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How impossible to calculate their sum total; were I to count them my years would have to equal Yours!’ Psalm 139:17,18. God sees the fruit of the labour of His love, and feasts upon the thought of our redemption and restoration to Himself. Isaiah 53:4,5,11. ‘He rests in His love, and rejoices over us with loud singing and exuberant dancing!’ Zephaniah 3:17. ‘Love sets faith in motion.’ Galatians 5:6.

2. Beyond dispute. God Himself guarantees the integrity of this union; ‘God cannot deny Himself, even if we are faithless, He remains faithful.’ 2 Timothy 2:13. ‘What if some are unfaithful, would there unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? By no means! God remains true though all men be false!’ Rom.3:3,4. 

‘He desires to persuade us beyond all dispute about the transparent integrity of His eternal purpose; (in our human affairs we would swear an oath by the highest authority in order to add conclusive weight to our intentions) God employs a similar method in order to drive home His unwavering conviction concerning us, and treats the issue as if His word could not be trusted; so He swears by Himself, there being no higher authority than His own Throne; by implication God’s Being becomes the immediate guarantee to His word. Heb.6:9-20. 

Mankind’s redemption is not in the balance neither is it at risk! Jesus is God’s eternal and final yes to man; in His own person He became the guarantee and fulfilment of every promise God had in mind for humanity! 2 Cor.1:18-22. ‘God cannot lie.’ Titus 1:2,3. ‘The word is absolutely sure and worthy of our unreserved embrace.’ 2Tim.2:11. 

‘Abraham showed no hesitation or doubt at God’s promise, but drew strength from his faith, confessing God’s power (Greek, doxa, opinion) fully convinced that God was able to perform what He had promised. His faith was thus reckoned virtue.’ Romans 4:20,21. Knox Translation. ‘The word is certainly true and worthy of our undivided attention.’ 1Tim.4:9. ‘When you first heard us preach the word, you did not pass it off as just one more human opinion, but you took it to heart as God's true word to you, which it is, God himself at work in you believers!’ 1Thes.2:13. The Message Translation. ‘Jesus is both the source and final proof of our faith.’ Heb.12:2. God’s faith is the fountainhead of our faith. ‘From faith to faith.’ Romans 1:16,17. 

Man is faith-compatible; ‘since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, ”I believe and so I speak,” we too believe and so we speak.’ 2 Cor.4:13. The context of this statement is “ Cor.3:18, 4:1-18. ‘Having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.’ No contradiction has what it takes to persuade otherwise.  

The content and chief ingredient of our faith is the mirror reflection of mankind in the face of Christ who is the likeness of God. In the light of God’s integrity, the Bible becomes a document of absolute proof to establish the legal platform and guarantee of mankind’s true identity and acquittal. 

The inscription and image of Caesar distinguishes the piece of metal as legal tender; in the same way, the gospel reveals the inscription and the image of God in the face of Christ as legal tender to redeem mankind. 

3. Innocence. Sin-consciousness will nullify the effect of the cross and destroy any grounds for meaningful relationship. A relationship based upon guilt, suspicion or condemnation, has no future. For friendship to be worth anything, innocence is a non negotiable. The innocence Adam walked in before the fall is the same innocence that Christ enjoys in union with His Father, and is now the restored privilege of every man. Every accusation against man has been cancelled; mankind stands fully vindicated and acquitted. The Prodigal son is not on probation; he stands justified, just as if he had never sinned! ‘Christ was put to death for our trespasses and raised because we were justified. Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access into this grace in which we stand.’ Rom.4:25, 5:1. 

God’s work in Christ on humanity’s behalf has done so much more than the mere forgiveness of sins, He has broken the dominion of sin in our lives! Rom. 8:1-5, ‘And you, who were spiritually dead through constant failure and bound to a lifestyle ruled by the corrupt desires of the flesh, (the uncircumcision of the flesh, Greek: a life controlled by the sexual organs!) God has made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our failure. He cancelled the bond, which stood against us with its legal demands, this He set aside nailing it to the cross. He thus disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public spectacle of them in His triumph over them!’ Col.2:13-15. The Contemporary English Version says: ‘God used Christ's body to condemn sin.’ 

Sin’s reputation of controlling the human body has forever been challenged and defeated in the body of Christ! Knox translation says: ‘He has signed the death-warrant of sin in our nature.’ Rom.8:3. The gospel reveals that faith communicates a righteous-consciousness instead of a sin-consciousness: Heb.9:9-14, Heb.10:1-4,14,22, ‘Death brings a final end to sin, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, (He died our death; you were on His mind throughout) consider the implication of your co-inclusion in Him; thus  reinforce your mind to stand fully armed against any onslaught. 

You may confidently live the rest of your time in the flesh inspired by the determined purpose of God with no further obligation to perverted human lusts.’ 1Pet.3:18, 4:1,2. ‘The death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also must reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in union with Christ Jesus. (Greek: logitzomai, logical conclusion) Every accusation against man has been effectively cancelled. Jhn12:31,32, Rev.12:8-11, Ps.103:2,3,10-12, Zech. 3:1-9.

4. Oneness of mind is not a luxury option; it is the conclusion of our faith. This puts friendship beyond strife. Paul sees that oneness in Christ inspires the fine-tuning of our conversation, ‘I urgently appeal to you that all of you say the same thing! 

Cultivate a spirit of harmony which makes division impossible since we all are perfectly joined together through the knowledge of what God did in Christ, to enjoy the same conviction of opinion.’ 1Cor.1:10. ‘We believe and so we speak.’ 2 Cor.4:13. ‘I desire that the communication of your faith will promote the knowledge of every good thing that is in us because of our union with Christ.’ Philemon:6. ‘I am fully convinced about you that our oneness in Him will ensure our oneness of thought’ Gal.5:10. The entire gospel reveals our co-inclusion in Christ. No wonder Paul says that for us to compete with one another or even to measure or compare ourselves with one another is to be without understanding. 2Cor.10:12. 

This concludes that no personal differences, preferences or prejudices can be tolerated outside of the wonderful truth of God’s work of grace and reconciliation. Paul reminds Titus, ‘to avoid gossip, to speak evil of no one, to quit quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all men. Remember how foolish and hard of hearing we ourselves were; not knowing the truth about ourselves we were led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, we existed only for our own selfish interests, hated by men and hating one another. But when God overwhelmed us with goodness and His fondness for mankind dawned on us in the gospel, He rescued us, not because of some righteous deeds done by us, but by His own mercy demonstrated in Christ.’ Titus 3:2-5. 

‘You never need to retaliate, instead cultivate the attitude to anticipate beauty and value within every person you encounter. (Greek: pronoeo, anticipate, consider or know in advance; kalon, beauty, that which is precious value.) You are more than able, and have within you all that it takes to be at peace with everyone, regardless of how they treat you! Don’t bother yourselves to get even when you feel done in. Here’s good strategy: be sensitive to the needs of your enemies and those who hate you, feed them when they’re hungry and give them something to drink when they are thirsty! Rom.12:17-20. Paul here quotes Proverbs 25:21,22. ‘Heaping coals of fire on someone’s head‘ refers to how a refiner would melt metal in the crucible, not only by putting it over the fire, but by heaping coals of fire upon it, thus intensifying the heat and speeding up the process! Thus these acts of kindness will certainly get rid of the dross in the mind of your enemy and win him as a friend! God sees gold in every relationship. He won us while we were yet hostile towards Him! Rom.5:8,10. 

‘The goodness of God would incite you with forceful persuasion into a total change of mind.’ Rom.2:4. ‘The love of Christ constrains me, for I am convinced that one died for all, therefore all  have died. From now on therefore I no longer consider any man from a human point of view.’ 2Cor.5:14,16. Study and memorize the following scriptures with diligent attention: 1Cor.1:30, 1Cor.2:2,7,8, Acts10:15,28, 1John1:7, Ps.36:9, 2Cor.1:18-20, Philemon:6, Eph.4:7, James3:9, 1John 5:9,10,20, 1John 2:8,9,10, Heb.2:11. Since God is not confused about us, we can afford to be unanimous in mind and united in the same thought.

5. Living happily ever after! This is not a flash in the pan, hit and run thing! This gospel measures a union to be enjoyed with an unhindered, unlimited, uninterrupted future! To Job this thought was just too good to be true. Fear dominated his relationship with God. Job1:5, 3:25. When he reflects on his life he speaks about the days of ‘the autumn of God’s friendship.’ Job29:2-4 (RSV) This suggests that he lived under the constant fear that the winter would soon interrupt the bliss of this friendship! God has so much more than a seasonal blessing in mind. Eph1:4,5 reveals that we are God’s eternal love dream. In Christ the Sabbath Rest is no longer a day but the celebration of a perfect redemption; it is a place of God’s unhindered enjoyment of man, and man’s unhindered enjoyment of God. 

The disciple John, the close friend of Jesus, writes (60 years after Jesus was separated from them in the flesh,) of an uninterrupted fellowship that he not only constantly enjoys but desires for every believer to fully participate in. ‘Our message concerns that Word, who is life; what He was from the beginning, what we have heard about Him, what our own eyes have seen of Him: what it was that met our gaze, and the touch of our hands. Yes, life dawned, and now we are eyewitnesses.   I am writing this that joy may be yours in full measure!’ (Knox)

‘God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.’ To walk in the light as God is in the light suggests seeing yourself exclusively from God’s point of view. Now confessing sin takes on a brand new meaning. The Greek word translated, to confess, is made up of two words, homo + logeo, which means to speak the same thing, so instead of telling God about the detail of your sin, you tell sin about the detail of your redemption. God doesn’t need the information, the powers of darkness do! 

You cannot afford to cheat yourself by living a double standard life, acting out ‘the fellowship thing’ while still hiding sin in your life! Address sin in the authority of the light of God’s provision in Christ; His blood cleanses us from all sin. John writes to believers at different levels of their maturity, little children, young men and fathers. 1John2:12-14. To the little children he says, ‘I am writing this so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, (sin is the exception) we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous; and He in His own person is the atonement made for our sins, as well as for the sins of the whole world.’ No one is better qualified to represent you than Him!  1John1-2:1,2. Study and memorize also the following scriptures: Heb.9:12, Col.2:13-16, Rom.6:1,6,7,11,12,17, Rom.8:1-4, 1Pet.4:1,2, Col.3:1-3.  

THE SUCCESS OF THE CROSS

The gospel reveals how God succeeded to erase the effect of Adam’s fall. For the Gospel to be good news it must at least communicate a redemption that restores man to God’s original love dream. In Ephesians 1:4 Paul sees man associated in Christ before the foundation of the world. The words ‘in Christ’ are perhaps the two most important words in the Bible; because of this union, everything that happens in and through Christ includes man. ‘Of God are you in Christ’ says Paul in 1Cor.1:30. This oneness is not the result of man’s presumption or wishful thinking, ‘all this is from God, who in Christ reconciled the world to Himself! 2Cor.5:18,19. 

Something much bigger and of far greater consequence happened to mankind in Christ than whatever could be said against man as a result of Adam’s fall. All of recorded history could not bring enough evidence against man to contradict or cancel God’s verdict of acquittal! ‘God’s free gift immeasurably outperforms the transgression in consequence. For if through the transgression of the one individual the mass of mankind have died, infinitely greater is the generosity with which God’s grace, and the gift wrapped up in His grace, which found expression in another individual, Jesus Christ, have been bestowed on the mass of mankind. It follows then that just as the result of a single transgression is a condemnation, which extends to the whole human race, so also the result of a single decree of righteousness is a life-giving acquittal which extends to the whole human race.’ Rom.5:15,18. Weymouth Translation. ‘The single action of Adam and the single action of Christ is similar, in that all of mankind is affected by it, although the effect is quite different.’ Rom.5:18. Johnson’s translation. The same humanity that fell under the spell of Adam’s sin, are now addressed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ! What God accomplished in Christ is beyond comparison and out of all proportion in effect to Adam’s sin. 

J.B.Phillips writes (1955) in the preface of his translation of the book of Acts, the following: ‘Now in much modern evangelism the main plank of the platform is the emphasis, again and again, upon the utter sinfulness of man. “The Bible says, ‘All have sinned’,“ the modern evangelist will shout. “The Bible says, ‘There is none righteous, no not one.’ The Bible says, ‘All our righteousness are as filthy rags’.” But Luke in writing the Book of Acts, seemingly knows nothing about this emphasis. He instead highlights the experience of Peter with Cornelius, when God persuades him to call no man common or unclean! Indeed the modern technique of arousing guilt by quoting isolated texts of Scripture is not found in the Book of Acts at all.’ The success of the cross and the fresh impact and implication of the resurrection was evident in the Book of the acts of the early believers. ‘The Holy Spirit bore witness to the word of His grace with signs and wonders that followed their preaching, and the word increased and the number of disciples multiplied greatly! Acts 6:7,14:3. 

The gospel declares man’s innocence; it is the receipt that confirms man’s acquittal. In any transaction a receipt represents the documented detail and legal reference to effective payment; it is the written acknowledgement of such payment. Mankind now faces instead of due judgement and condemnation, the ultimate verdict: God’s forgiveness and favour! The legal grounds for such a verdict is detailed in the preaching and teaching of the gospel of grace. The concept of acquittal means that all grounds for accusation, judgement, and condemnation are removed; mankind is declared not guilty and officially discharged from debt! ‘We were made alive in His resurrection; this confirms that our trespasses have been forgiven. The body of Christ nailed to the cross, represented the cancellation of the handwritten document of humanity’s guilt. The accuser of mankind now stands openly exposed, naked and embarrassed, having had his weapons stripped from him, his prey escaped his tyranny!’ Col.2:13,14. Satan can no longer black-mail man with guilt! God has done enough to vindicate mankind; His resurrection from the dead triumphantly declares our justification. Rom.4:25. 

The revelation of the righteousness of God is the power secret of the gospel. Rom.1:16,17. ‘From faith to faith’ means God believes what the gospel reveals and we take our faith from that; the gospel announces with distinction what right God has to say of man what He declares in Christ. Many so called gospel tracts over the years proclaimed Rom.3:23 in an isolated context, while verses 21, 22 and 24 to 26 reveals the triumph of the cross! How God interprets the death and resurrection of Jesus gives ultimate definition and impact to the gospel. He now desires to capture our gaze to see what He saw in the fruit of the travail of His soul, and to know ourselves even as we have always been known! Isaiah 53:11. The highlight of John 10:10 is not the fact that the thief came to steal, kill and destroy, but that Jesus came that we might have life to the full in its most complete expression! ‘For with Thee is the fountain of life and in Thy light do we see the light!’ Psalm 36:9. The testimony of God is our only claim to fame! 1John 5:9-11,20. 

‘From now on therefore I no longer know any man from a human point of view!’ 2Cor 5:16. ‘God has shown me to call no man common or unclean.’ Acts 10:28. No personal ambition, qualification, noble-birth or achievement gives more distinction or definition to the individual, than the fact of man’s identification and co-inclusion in Christ! Philippians 3:4-9. Paul guards with jealous zeal over this gospel. Gal.1:6,7,11,12, Gal.2:5. ‘My gospel is the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery (every man’s inclusion in Him, 1Cor.2:6,7,8, Hos.6:2) which was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all nations.’ Rom.16:25-27. The rulers of darkness failed to comprehend that all of mankind were represented in the death and resurrection of Christ; what they failed to see brought their power-claim over man to zero. The Greek word, katargeo, means to be rendered entirely useless! 1Cor 2:6. God destined and decreed what happened in Christ to be the restoration of man to the original opinion (glory) of God. The enemy can do nothing without man’s permission; the only possible power that a defeated foe can now assume, is to employ man’s unbelief and ignorance to persuade man to deceive himself and forget what manner of man he is. James 1:8,18,22-25. Jesus said that to continue in His Word is to know the truth, and to know the truth of son-ship is true freedom indeed. John 8:31,32,35,36. Truth begets faith naturally; faith is quickened in our hearing; this is the anticipated and spontaneous outflow and persuasion of the integrity of God’s plan as it is revealed in Christ. Romans 10:17, Eph.1:13, 4:21. God’s eternal purpose has always been for mankind to share in His glory; faith sees the triumph of the cross in its full implication. 1Pet.1:10-13. Redemption finds its emphasis and definition in the fact that man was designed in the image and likeness of God; the true reflection of our Maker is waiting to be awakened in us through the gospel of faith. Genesis 1:26,31. The gospel confirms beyond dispute that God redeemed His image and likeness in man.

History recorded the death and resurrection of one man; eternity registers the death and resurrection of the Adamic race! God sees in the death of Jesus the death of every man! 2Cor.5:14, 1Cor.15:22. Mankind’s inclusion in Christ is the conclusion of grace. The Prophets saw it: ‘Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall the earth be born in one day? Shall all people be brought forth in one moment?’ Isaiah 66:8. ‘On the second day He will revive us, on the third day He will raise us up that we may live before Him.’ Hos.6:1,2,7. Our co-inclusion in His death and resurrection was prophesied 800 years B.C. through Hosea and 700 B.C. by Isaiah. ‘To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’Is.52:10,53:1,4,5,11. Peter saw it: We were born anew in His resurrection! 1Pet.1:3. Luke saw it: ‘We bring you the Good News, that what God promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled in us by raising Jesus from the dead even as David prophesied in the second Psalm saying: ‘Thou art My beloved Son, today I have begotten thee.’ Here Luke quotes Paul in Acts 13:30-33. The resurrection of Jesus equals mankind’s new birth. Paul saw it: ‘While we were dead in our trespasses and sin, God made us alive together with Christ.’ Eph.2:5. ‘I have been crucified with Christ, united with Him in a death like His. Gal.2:20, Rom.6:5, Col.2:11-13, 3:1-4. Gal.3:26, 4:7, 2Cor.5:16-19. John saw it: ‘And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, to know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His son, Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 1John 5:20. ‘What is true in Him is equally true in you.’ 1John 2:7,8. Jesus saw it: ‘The hour has come for the son of man to be glorified; unless the corn of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.’ John 12:23,24. Now we see it: Paul prays for us that the eyes of our understanding will be illuminated that we may know the mystery of His purpose. Eph.1:9,10,17-19,2:1-10. ‘For we have been united with Him in a death like His to also be one with Him in a life equal to His.’ Rom.6:5,6. ‘Think of yourself as dead to sin.’ Knox translation Rom.6:11. The Greek word logizomai , means logical conclusion; this is the conclusion of faith, which suggests that it is not wishful thinking or presumption to think of yourself this way! In fact, there is no other way to see yourself without cheating or twisting the truth! Where the law appealed to the obligation of obedience by sheer willpower, the gospel of His grace appeals to the conviction of faith. This releases a new kind of obedience: the obedience of faith. Rom.1:5, 16,17/16:25,26. The law revealed how exceedingly sinful man became, while the Gospel reveals how exceedingly righteous man became. Rom.7:13. The ends of the earth shall see it! Habukkuk, (whose name means to embrace) is the prophet who saw righteousness by faith, 2:4; in chapter 2:2 he says, ‘Write the vision, make it plain upon tablets that he may run who reads it. And then in verse 14 he makes this remarkable statement, ‘For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.’ Psalm 98:1-3 records the following song: ‘Sing unto the Lord a new song, for He has done marvellous things! His right hand and His holy arm have gotten Him the victory. The Lord has made known His salvation, His righteousness has He openly shown in the sight of the nations. All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.’ All principalities and powers will see it: ‘Through the ekklesia, (those who hear and respond to the voice of their true origin and identity) the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to principalities and powers. And in the coming ages He will continue to display in us the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. Eph.2:6,7, Eph.3:10.

Paul sees his ministry and apostleship as the fruit of grace which now compels him to bring about the obedience of faith. Rom.1:5. The Greek word for obedience, hupakouo (upo, to submit under + akouo, to listen out for) to hear with distinction and accurate understanding. Paul desires to make all men see. Eph.3:9. James sees the mirror mystery, where our true identity is revealed, as the perfect law of liberty. (The law of spontaneity) James 1:23-25. 

Our doing is triggered by our seeing the truth about ourselves; no longer a doing to become something or even a doing to improve ourselves, but a doing because of who our faith knows we are. Being convinced about your true identity in the face of contradiction is the secret of a fulfilled life. James1:2-4,17,18. The gospel remains in the first place something I see, not something I do; even my dying is not a doing, but a seeing; the seeing always inspires the doing. 

The law of faith reveals how the obedience of Christ cancelled out the effect of the disobedience of Adam. Rom.5:19. The immediate implication of Christ’s obedience releases an authority to us whereby we may destroy every stronghold and arrest every thought that keeps us enslaved to an inferior opinion or identity. (See 2Cor.10:3-5 where the King James Bible has the correct translation, ‘the obedience of Christ’, instead of the obedience to Christ like most other translations wrongfully suggest. This makes an enormous difference: to obey Christ keeps man restricted to the same limitations and frustrations he experienced under the law; his own inconsistency and inability bring about the inevitable sense of guilt and failure; whereas the obedience of Christ links man to the limitless success of Christ’s achievement on humanity’s behalf; He performed in our stead!) No contradiction to the implication of His obedience is tolerated. The moment of faith is like the effect of light dispelling darkness, effortlessly! Darkness does not erase the truth, it only hides from view that which already is, while light reveals. 

It remains possible for man to ignore or neglect the truth of salvation and make too little of it, but it is not possible to make too much of such a great salvation. Redemption can be underestimated, but not exaggerated. Heb.2:3, 2Chronicles 9:5,6, Luke 11:31. Discover the immeasurable dimensions of the love of God, which surpasses knowledge. Eph.3:18-20. ‘Both of two believers can appreciate that Christ died for their sins and rejoice in His forgiveness; one of them instead sees deeper and understands that Christ also died for our sinfulness.’ (George Peck 1880) ‘Is it possible that we now have permission to sin in order to take advantage of grace? How absurd! We cannot be dead and alive to sin at the same time.’ Rom.6:1,2. ‘Our being co-crucified with Christ means that sin has lost its right to the use of our bodies as its vehicle. A dead man is immune to the power of sin. Since we are included in the death of Christ through faith, then that is the basis upon which we also participate in His life.’ Rom.6:6,7. ‘We have passed out of sin as truly as a dead man has passed out of life.’ Rom.6:6. Way’s translation. ‘We may now confidently conclude that we are actually dead to sin and in living union with God through Christ. Our bodies are as good as dead as far as the dominion of sin is concerned. Rom.6:11,12. ‘On the cross His own body took the weight of our sins. (Knox) Thus we died to sin and are now reckoned alive unto righteousness; by His stripes we were healed!’ 1Pet.2:24, 4:1,2. ‘In Christ God dealt with sin in such a way that He condemned its power in the very domain it claimed as its stronghold, the human body! Rom.8:3. 

JESUS - THE REVELATION OF MAN’S TRUE IDENTITY

(The testimony of truth)

The origin of man is forever imprinted in the mind of God. Gen.1:26. ‘Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.’ Jer.1:5. An inseparable association exists from before the foundation of the earth that identifies mankind in Christ. Eph.1:4. In Christ we see the original mould and intended shape of our lives. Rom.8:29. The Message. The two most important words in the Bible are the words, ‘in Christ.’ This union is the key that unlocks the mystery of the Bible; it is not possible to understand the Bible or redemption in any other light. 

The word “associate” means that there exists a union between different parties, which makes it impossible to ignore or exclude any party from the other when one is brought to mind. In the mind of God, Jesus immediately represents mankind; this association makes it impossible for God to distance or separate man from the life, death, resurrection and glorification of his Son. God is intimately acquainted with man in the essence of His eternal thought. In the depths of His Being He sees man in His own image and likeness. ‘When God imagined us and fashioned us in union with Christ, He had an excellence of expression in mind that would be consistent with His expectation and true to our original design.’ Eph.2:10.

The Greek word hetoimatzo, lit. to prepare beforehand, is drawn from the oriental custom of sending on before kings on their journeys persons to level the roads and make them passable. In Christ God made a royal Highway for us, every obstacle is removed so that we may walk as kings! Is.40:3,4. In the context of Ephesians 2, Paul reveals how God restored us to dominion at His right hand through our union with Christ in His death and resurrection. We are now co-seated with Him and share His victory and throne over all sin and principalities of darkness. 

History would never present enough contradiction to nullify or diminish God’s image in man. Our origin reveals a genesis of greater consequence than what any contradiction can deny; while time and history can only record and register fleeting moments and events, faith reveals truth in spirit and eternal dimension. The wealth of this intimate association forms the basis of our Divine encounter. This is the fuel of our faith-persuasion and ultimate life expression. In the light of this union lies the mystery and truth of the gospel. Jesus is not ashamed to call man His brother, since they share the same origin. Heb.1:1-3 and chapter 2:11.

The significance of mankind’s inclusion in Christ culminates in the revelation of His death being our death and His triumphant resurrection as our new birth. Jesus as the last Adam brings an end to the fallen Adamic race. 1Cor.15:45, 1Pet.1:3. When He is raised by the power of God, a new species is born, the old things have passed away, behold everything has become new! ‘Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.’ The ‘if’ is not a condition but a conclusion! 2Cor.5:17. ‘If God be for us, who can be against us!’ Rom.8:31.

The Good News reveals that God is for us! The angels announce His favour and delight in mankind when they announce the birth of Jesus. This is a glad tiding of great joy, which will come to all people!  Luke 2:10,14. ‘Of God are you in Christ’ 1Cor.1:30. We were made alive together with Him, and were raised up together with Him to be seated with Him in heavenly places. Eph.2:5,6, Hos.6:2. ‘It was His desire to bring us forth through the word of truth. Jam.1:18. 

To hear the word of truth is to see the face of your birth; yourself as you really are. Jam.1:22-25. The truth about man is revealed in Christ; this is the mystery of grace: God revealed us in Christ! ‘One died for all, which leaves us with only one conclusion, all have died!’ 2Cor.5:14. The gospel is the truth about us as it is recorded in Christ. Eph.1:13, 4:21. Within the context of this gospel no person stands condemned; the judgement of humanity fell on one man, ‘once and for all.’ God gave evidence of humanity’s righteous judgement, by raising Christ from the dead. Acts 17:31, Rom.4:25. ‘From now on therefore I no longer regard any person from a human point of view.’ J.B. Phillips translates this to read, ‘our knowledge of men can no longer be based on their outward lives.’ 2Cor.5:16. ‘For God has done in us what the law could not do, (we could not accomplish this through the law, since the law restricted us to our flesh; what God did in Christ opens a new dimension of thinking to us, we may now see ourselves in our spirit identity, free from the dominating influence of the old sinful man of the flesh.) Christ condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us. ‘Christ signed the death-warrant of sin in our nature.’ Knox. Rom.8:3-5.

Man remains capable to reason contrary to the truth and so deceive himself and neutralise the effect of faith; there needs to be a conscious setting of the mind upon the things of the spirit. To be double minded about your true identity, will keep you confused and unstable. Jam 1:7,8. The perfect law of liberty frees you to see your true self beyond all contradiction! Jam. 1:25. ‘O Galatians, why do you allow yourselves to be swept along by philosophical deceit? In losing that initial faith impact of the truth, you are losing all the ground you have gained in your minds! Christ crucified was preached with graphic display and implication, so that what happened there historically, equally happened within you! The truth was declared in such a way that you witnessed His death as your own. Gal. 3:1.  

The gospel is first a ‘seeing’ before it is a ‘doing’, not even your dying is a doing it is seeing that you have died in His death; He actually died your death! Rom.6:11, 1Cor.1:30. So much of religious energy is wasted on useless attempts to do things that are already done; to become something you already are! 

Because of ignorance, Christianity has become much like Buddhism; people have become totally engaged in a fruitless but constant effort to die to self. When you discover the truth about the image of God in us and the reality of Christ in us, you cannot but love your neighbour even as you love yourself! Seeing inspires doing; the law of association is the principle of faith. Rom.3:27, James 1:25. The law of faith equals the perfect law of liberty; Paul also calls this law the law of the spirit and the law of the new creation. Rom.8:2, Gal.6:15,16. 

Truth is never under threat; ignorance or contradiction cannot cancel truth. ‘We can do nothing against the truth, only for the truth!’ 2Cor.13:8, Rom.3:3,4. Disappointment, discouragement, distraction, personal experience or someone else’s opinion should never persuade you contrary to the truth! There is no need to manipulate or tamper with the word of God so as to squeeze the opinion of God into a compromise as it were, getting God to agree with man about his failure. Human experience is not the measure of truth. ‘With the open statement of the truth I commend myself to every man’s conscience.’ (Greek word for conscience, suneidesis, a joint seeing.) With Christ as the mirror reflection of man’s true identity, the appeal to man’s conscience is universal. 2Cor.3:18, 4:2. Paul understands that all men are conscience-compatible; he anticipates their favourable response to the appeal of truth. 

Many doctrines of men are based on isolated scripture references outside of the context of God’s work of redemption as it is revealed in Christ. Any concept that excludes the good news of what God achieved on humanity’s behalf in Christ is irrelevant, no matter how many scriptures can be quoted. Redemption is the context of scripture, not even its historic or traditional setting. Many translations through the years have been manipulated to reflect human opinion and traditional interpretation, rather than the truth of man’s complete deliverance from sin and restoration to the image of God. 

Man’s sense of guilt and shortcoming has been most severely exploited through religious institutions over the years. Most of the magnificent old Catholic cathedrals bear witness to this fact. The selling of millions of indulgences funded many such building projects. An indulgence was a piece of paper issued on behalf of the Pope or a local Bishop with the authority of the church offering written promises of shortening time in purgatory! This lie gave the man with money freedom to continue to indulge in any sinful appetite without the plaguing sense of guilt, since he bought some relief for himself and his deceased relatives. Promoting and selling fear became the major emphasis of the church, especially while the masses had no access to a Bible that was written in languages which none but the church leaders could understand. When it comes to guilt and the uncertainty and fear of the future, man has always been a sucker for punishment, no wonder the biggest and tallest buildings in the old days were the churches or cathedrals and in any modern city today they are usually the insurance companies; they are still selling the same product, fear. Man will pay any price and buy any lie to make belief that he feels relieved of his sense of guilt or fear. Amongst the Protestant churches, the message of sin, hell and eternal judgement has been a popular mode of convincing people into making decisions for Christ. It always amazes me how intelligent people can imagine any meaningful relationship based on fear and a constant sense of failure, inferiority and guilt. Somehow the emphasis on Adams transgression and humanity’s utter sinfulness seemed to be the main ingredient of the ‘good’ (!?) news. While the true gospel reveals that God‘s free gift of grace in Christ cancelled the impact and implication of sin. Yes ‘the thief came to steal, kill and destroy, BUT I HAVE COME THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY!’ John 10:10. 

In Christ God reveals man’s true value. ‘He has shown me to call no man common or unclean! Acts 10:15,28, 1 Joh.5:9-11, 2Cor.5:16. 

Unbelief feeds on ignorance or wrong knowledge and keeps man trapped in an inferior mindset and opinion of himself. The ignorance of man does not change the fact that all of mankind stands equally acquitted and forgiven in God’s sight; yet the individual’s resistance to the word of truth, whether it be due to ignorance or his own hardness of head and heart, robs him of enjoying the benefit of God’s love, a life flooded in light. ‘His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him; whoever lacks these things are short-sighted and blind.’ 2Pet.1:3,9. Not seeing something does not make it non-existing! Awareness awakened equals appreciation. 

The image and inscription remains in tact on the lost coin, it can never lose its true identity or value. Mark 12:15-17, Acts 17:27-29. Just like in the coin, the image and name of God is engraved in every man; in Christ the true identity of man was preserved, in spite of the fall of Adam. The negative of a film preserves the original moment of the photograph; thus Jesus remains the blueprint of man’s true origin. 

Who do men say that the son of man is? The son of man is the son of God. Math.16:13-18. This question highlights the crux of the mission of Christ; He gives accurate definition to mankind’s true origin and their spiritual identity. In seeing Him beyond popular opinion from a mere human point of view, we discover the face of our birth as in a mirror! 2Cor.5:16, James 1:18,23. Simon, son of Jonah, you are Peter (Rock) son of Petra (God, the great Rock who gave you birth, Deut.32:18.) In modern computer language the Rock would resemble the Hard Drive, the permanent memory-bank. Upon this Rock, I will build my church. (ekklesia) Church is a word invented by the translators of the King James Bible! Nothing that the word suggests in our familiar traditional reference is consistent with its true context and meaning. Two Greek words make up the word ekklesia: ek, a preposition which denotes origin, and the word kaleo, which means, to invite with a loud voice, or to give someone a name, to identify someone by name, to salute by name. This is exactly what Jesus did; he revealed man’s true origin (son of God) and gave Simon a new name! It is upon the revelation of man’s true identity that Jesus builds His ekklesia. This is not a man-made building or organisation, but living stones revealed together as the habitation of God in the earth. ‘The Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.’  Eph.3:15, Mal.2:10,15, Is.51:1. ‘It is from Him that we take our origin’ 1Cor.1:30. Knox. ‘For He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one origin. That is why He is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, ‘I will proclaim Your name to my brothers. Heb.2:11,12. ‘We are indeed His offspring.’ Acts 17:28. Jesus is so much more than a Jew. John 4:9,10. He is the Gift of God that awakens the fountain of life (origin) in every man.  ‘He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.’ Col.1:15. All things share their authentic origin in Him. John 1:3. ‘Beholding Him as in a mirror, we are changed into His likeness.’  2 Cor.3:18.

‘God separated me from my mothers womb, when He revealed His son in me, in order that I may now proclaim Him in the nations!’ Gal.1:15,16.  Most translations suggest that Christ must be preached to the nations. There is an enormous difference between introducing a foreign concept and revealing the familiar voice of Christ in you, the anticipation of  glory that was always meant for you. (The hope of glory) This revelation will revolutionise the concept of evangelism! ‘From now on therefore, I no longer consider any man from a human point of view!’ 2Cor.5:14,16. Paul’s noble birth in the flesh carries no further significance! Phil.3:3-9. ‘Now there can no longer be Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free men, male or female, but we are all one in Christ! Gal.3:28. It is time for the ugly ducklings to discover themselves in the mirror of truth! 

The ekklesia is the echo of the voice that announces man’s true origin and identity. The believer’s life is the living epistle that appeals to every man’s conscience; known and read by all men.  2Cor.2:2,3 and chapter 4:2.  ‘This grace was given to me to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, that through the ekklesia, the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose, which He has realised in Christ Jesus. Eph.3:8-11. We are no longer obliged to live under the dominion of a sinful nature, neither are we cheating anyone through false pretensions, but we stand fully identified in the knowledge of the new creation according to the pattern of the exact image of our Creator. Col.3:9-11.

GOD’S STRATEGY - ASIA IN ONE MAN

‘Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for Christ.’ Rom. 16:5. God sees the many in the one. He says of Abraham, ‘In you will all the nations be blessed.’ Gal.3:8,9. He is the God who calls things, which be not (because they do not yet appear to be) as though they were (because they are!) Rom.4:17. The law revealed how the mass of mankind were included in Adam, and now with far greater consequence, the gospel reveals the same mass of humanity that once stood condemned in Adam, included in one man’s act of righteousness.’ Rom.5:15-19. ‘All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God’ Ps.98:1-3. ‘The furthest parts of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before Him. Men shall tell of Him to the coming generation, and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has wrought it.’ Ps.22:27,30,31. 

The prophet Habakkuk sees righteousness by faith; mankind fully embraced and restored in favour and innocence, because of God’s doing. (The name, Habakkuk means, embraced) This vision is to be published with the greatest accuracy and clarity so that he may run who reads it. For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Hab.2:2,4,14. The most severe contradiction cannot nullify the enthusiasm and joy that the liberating knowledge of truth brings: ‘though the fig tree does not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food. The flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls. (This sounds like the curse of Deut.28!) Yet because of what righteousness by faith reveals, instead of guilt snd depair I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. God the Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like hinds feet, he makes me tread secure upon high and slippery places!’ Hab.3:17-19, James 1:2-4. 

“THE more I think of it, the more I find this conclusion impressed upon me, that the greatest thing a human soul ever does in this world is to see something, and then tell what it saw in a plain way." Ruskin 1800’s

Make the vision plain on tablets, so that he may run who reads it! ‘When you read this you will perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ.’ Eph.3:4. ‘Think over what I say for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything that I say.’ 2Tim.2:7. ‘We impart this in words, not taught by human wisdom (experience is not a true teacher) but taught by the spirit, combining (intertwining) spirit with spirit.’ 1Cor.2:13. ‘Paul preached in such a way that many believed.’ Acts 14:1. ’Faith (persuasion) comes through hearing, and hearing is ignited through the revelation of Christ.’ Rom.10:17. ‘We have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believe and so I speak” we too believe and so we speak!’ 2Cor.4:13. 

‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light dawned. Thou hast multiplied the nation, Thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before Thee as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast broken as in the day of Midian (when God wrought a mighty victory through Gideon, without any weapons, only trumpets and torches inside empty clay jars, on a day when they were totally outnumbered) For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder, and His name will be called, “Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do it’ Is.9:2-4,6,7. The zeal of the Lord is in total contrast to a religious zeal for God. 

The zeal of God is fuelled by the revelation of righteousness by faith. Hab.2:2,4, Rom.10:2,3. ‘Ask of me the nations for your heritage and the ends of the earth for your possession’ Ps.2:8. The remote corners of the earth will witness the salvation that God has brought about. Is.42:6,7, 52:7-10, 60:1-3,21,22, 61:1,2. The gates of hades will not resist the revelation of man’s true identity. (ha+ideis, not to see, spiritual ignorance) Math.16:13-18. If geography had to be the measure of the greatness of salvation then the ends of the earth can be the only conclusion. The breadth, length, height and depth of the love of Christ, which surpasses knowledge addresses every human as included in God’s audience. This gospel is every man’s portion. ‘Behold we bring you good news of great joy, which is meant for every man! Peace on earth among all people, for His pleasure and delight is in man!’ Luke 2:10,14. The destiny of the good news is to win the world. ‘Every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Phil.2:10,11. 

All men became exceedingly sinful through the fall of one man, Adam; they did not realise this until the law revealed it; but all men became exceedingly righteous through one man’s death and resurrection; yet they do not realise it until the gospel reveals it. Rom 5:12,13, 7:7,13. This realisation ignites a compelling urgency to include the next person into this life of blissful union with God! Eph.3:9, 2Cor.5:14-21. ‘We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.’ Acts 4:20. Declaring the glad tidings gives definition to life. ‘It is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him understand. I am full of words. The spirit within me constrains me. Behold my heart is like wine that has no vent; like new wineskins it is ready to burst. I must speak that I may find relief.’ Job 32:6-8, 18-20. ‘My heart became hot within me. As I mused, the fire burned; then I spoke!’ Ps.39:3. ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while He spoke to us and opened the scriptures to us?’ Luke 24:32.  

‘That which we have seen and heard we declare also to you so that you may participate with us in a celebration of fellowship with the Father and the Son in fullness of joy!’ 1John1:4. Paul speaks of an inner energy that mightily inspires him with enthusiasm and passion to persuade every man fully in the revelation of God’s mystery. Col.1:24-29. The revelation of grace fuels the fire within! 1Cor.15:10. Faith finds its inspiration in revelation knowledge; Paul says that the secret to his ministry is not his articulate utterance or persuasive speech, but his faith-knowledge. 2Cor.4:13, 2Cor.11:6, 2Cor.5:14, Eph.3:4, 1Cor.2:1-5.  Paul’s ministry was so much more than a mere career choice of convenience; he was a man who walked conscious of completeness of joy because of what he knew to be true, in the midst of contradiction. 2 Cor.11: 23-30, Phil.4:11,12. Temporal set backs and lack offered no threat to the overwhelming conviction of God’s love. Rom.8:37-39. He felt urged and indebted to persuade both the learned Greeks as well as the illiterate masses of their inclusion in Christ. Rom.1:5,14,15. 

He continued to labour with his own hands not to put any burden on the people he ministered to, yet he was never known as Paul the tentmaker; even his apostleship was not a formal title but rather a description of his passion; he was driven by the word to make all men see. Acts 18:3,5, 1Thess.2:7-9,  Acts 20:33, 1Thess.4:11,12,  2Thess.3:6-13. To him life in the flesh meant fruitful labour; everything that happened to him only served to advance the gospel. Phil.1:12, 21-25. Not even a prison cell could dim or frustrate his vision; he continued to see the word unfettered by his circumstances. 2Tim.2:9. He remained fully convinced that his ministry would never be ineffective or in vain; neither would he be like an aimless boxer just beating the air. 1Cor.9:26, and chapter 15:58. He understood the value of the individual and knew that the key to reaching the next person was in reaching the one. 2Cor.5:16, 10:12-16, 2Tim.2:2. 

Jesus never underestimated the individual, regardless of their reputation; He reaches the city of Sychar through one woman. John 4:40-42. In Mark 5:19+20, He sees ten cities in one man’s testimony! (Dekapolis = 10 cities.) Phillip is led by the Spirit on a lonely road to introduce one Ethiopian to Christ; there is a continent in the individual! Acts 8:26-40.God addresses an audience in the individual that includes the nations; He sees humanity in one man! Ps.2:7,8.

Paul is not led by open doors, but by the knowledge that God always leads us in triumph and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. 2Cor.2:12-14. God saw so much more in Gideon than what Gideon saw in himself. Before he encountered the word of the Lord, his life was reduced to mere survival. Judges 6:11,12,14 –16.  

God watches over His word to perform it! Jer.1:5-12. Jeremiah sees an almond tree; the Hebrew name for an almond tree means the tree that has woken up, since it is the first tree to blossom and bear fruit while all the other trees are still sleeping! ‘You say there are yet four months, then comes the harvest, I tell you, lift up your eyes and see how the fields are already white for harvest! I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour; others have laboured that you may enter into their labour!’ John 4:35,38. ‘All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; God making His appeal through us. Being co-labourers therefore with Him, we beseech you, “be reconciled! Do not accept His grace in vain!” Behold now is the acceptable time; behold now is the day of salvation!’ 2Cor.5:18-20, 6:1. Righteousness by faith says: ‘God has wrought it; of God are you in Christ, He has done it, we enter into His finished work, we enter into His rest (the fruit of His labour) where we cease from our own labours! Today when you hear His voice, do not harden your heart. Hebrews 4:2,7,10. Is.26:12. 

Uneducated, ordinary men turned their world upside down. Acts 1:5-8, 4:13, chapter 17:6, 1Cor.1:26-31, Heb.12:1-3, Acts 5:5-7, 26, 27, 40. Acts 10:1, 5, 28. ‘There remains yet much land to be possessed!’ Josh.13:1. All of Asia heard the word within two years as a result of focused ministry coming from one school! Acts 19:8-11. ‘Get you up into a high mountain, O herald of Good Tidings, lift up your voice with strength!’ Is.40:9. Picture the body language of the messengers returning from the battlefield with the glad tidings of victory! ‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good; who publishes salvation!’ Isaiah 52:7.

CONCLUSION

Begin to live the life God imagines for you. We are designed to live by the expression of God’s opinion of us, ‘by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ Mathew 4:4

In the natural, physical realm, ‘we possess nothing but the moment; polish it like a jewel’ E. Goudge. Appreciation polishes the moment and brings out the brilliance of every hidden beauty. Within the moment there lies a potential energy that can either harm or bless you. Cultivate the habit to embrace beauty. Moments store energy in memory. Learn how to extract the vital energy. Appreciation, admiration and affection reflect virtue and value; this is the essence of life.  

Let the light of God’s favour dispel the negative of failure.  A sense of failure will poison your system and paralyse your faith. Encourage yourself in God. ‘The communication of your faith will promote the knowledge of all the good that is in you in Christ Jesus.’ Paul’s letter to Philemon verse 6. 

’Identify the times of breakthrough and victory. Bring to mind those images of joy. Remember His divine protection and provision. Remind yourself what it feels like to be totally overwhelmed by God’s goodness and presence. Spiritual and eternal realities always put physical and time-related experiences into proper perspective. 

Surround yourself with gratitude; this makes it impossible for self-pity, anger or disappointment to gain any ground. Celebrate the success of the cross. Redemption is valid. 

God gave Jesus a Name that is above every other name, authority, power or principality. His reputation to save and to heal exceeds the reputation of alcoholism, drug-addiction, AIDS, cancer or any disease or bondage, to kill and destroy.

Hold fast to the confession of your faith:

I am spirit.

I have a healthy body.

I am blessed with a sound and intelligent mind.

My life makes dynamic sense.

I believe that God is and I am.

He rewards those who diligently seek Him.

He is my exceeding great reward and I am His.

His image and likeness reflects in me.

In the mirror of my spirit I see His face.

I see also every man included in His embrace.

I am born of Him, 

I am one with Him.

He is my origin and my true father.

I am indeed His offspring, the product of His intimate imagination.

I was with Him in the beginning.

He is also the conclusion of my life and my eternal destiny.

From Him and through Him and unto Him are all things.

BUILDING WITHOUT WALLS   

Has the rain a Father?

Who begot the drops of dew?

Who birthed the morning?

Caused the dawn to know its place?

Have you comprehended the expanses of the earth?

Have you comprehended their origin?

He knows you by name

His design is His claim

He boldly declares, “Measure Me”

Have you measured your heart?

Have you measured the volume of your being?

He has chosen you to accommodate the fullness of His dream

Have you comprehended? He is at home within your heart,

A dwelling built within you without walls.

Take My love to its conclusion.

Take My love to every man,

Count the stars, count the sand

Measure the nations in My Hand,

Come on now, measure Me

I fulfil your eternity. (ANTHEA van der Pluym Acts Team ’86-90)

No grander thought can occupy my mind 

than the thought that I am the fruit and object of God’s thought.

I experience and express the essence of all virtue - oneness with my Origin.

This is an amazing thing

that within my awareness of You

there exists an immediate sense

of belonging 

and being 

one with You.

I salute You kindly

Author of my life, 

Master of my destiny.

God hovers over your life

with patient anticipation.

God is what life is all about.

If God doesn’t make sense

then nothing does.

Man was designed for the presence of God, 

not for His absence.

He holds all things together by the word of His power. Heb. 1:3.

In Him we live and move and have our being.

We are indeed His offspring. [Paul quoting a Greek philosopher, Aratus, in Acts 17.]

God is not a convenient crutch to lean on from time to time.

He is your life…to ignore Him is to make you look ridiculous.

Saint Augustine born in 354 in North Africa said:

‘and Who is that God but our God,

the God Who made heaven and earth,

Who filled them

because it was by filling them with Himself

that He has made them.

Six hundred years ago, Dame Julian said, ‘ He is our clothing that wraps us and winds us about, embraces us and all encloses us, for love… remain in this and you shall know more of the same… without end.’

Never abandon Hope. Hope sees a future. Hope sees the harvest. 

Hope understands the virtue of patience, and employs time as its friend and partner.

I stood on a property last week and began to imagine what I could do with it should I enjoy unrestricted access with no hidden clauses or servitude and unlimited resources! 

Imagine what the Almighty Creator-God could do in and through you as an individual should He enjoy unlimited access to your mind, time, talent and body! 

Imagine the music that lies dormant in one violin. 

Play me Lord!

The following chapters are extracts from letters that I wrote to various individuals:

OLD HABITS - NEW THOUGHTS

I dreamt one night that I was in a lecture room taking down the following notes:

A memory has 3 ingredients: 

· the actual event or thought

· my reaction or specific experience of the event and 

· the positive or negative effect the memory continues to have in my life.

The event cannot be wished away, it is historic, on record, but the effect that it has on me now can be challenged.


The greatest thrill and joy in my life is to experience divine feedback from the thoughts God inspires in me. There is nothing that overwhelms and fulfils me more than the awareness of His presence in me. ‘He is indeed my exceeding great reward’. At the same time I struggle with the frustration of having to deal with interruptions to this sacred encounter. Not necessarily the interruptions of people and circumstances, but often my own temperament seemed to contradict and spoil my wonderful awareness and feelings of bliss. I am amazed that one can enjoy a most wonderful encounter with God, an overwhelming awareness of His presence and indwelling, and moments later to find oneself getting irritated or annoyed with something or someone. I still respond in anger or worry when I know that something can only upset me with my permission. It seems to me that I am stuck with some stupid habits. Especially when I feel tired and under pressure, I tend to overreact and then to take it out on the very people I care for most. Aish!!

The ‘three memory ingredients’ made me realise that one’s mind is much like a computer, and that many ‘memory files’ could still have a conscious or even sub-conscious effect on one’s life. Old habits then feed off these memories and trigger various reactions that could trap one in frustration and embarrassment. Habits can either be the result of genetically transmitted traits or the effect of decisions and thought-patterns developed over time. I am convinced that the only way to address this problem with confidence and authority, is to consider the two ‘out of all proportion to man’s historic experience’ realities:  

1 As a living spirit I am designed in the image and likeness of a perfect God, He loves me and is not embarrassed about me. 

His image and likeness is preserved in my spirit; everything else about me is subject to change.

2 The death and resurrection of Jesus on humanity’s behalf remains the eternal witness to man's acquittal.

Meditating on these truths brings immediate victory. Faith awakens and releases the love of God and then enables us to forgive ourselves, and those who have sinned against us. Any ground for guilt, disappointment, anger or even depression is effectively removed. We must decide to see ourselves exclusively in the light of God’s opinion: ‘in His light do we see the light’. Light always dispels darkness. A renewed mind conquers the space that was previously occupied by worthless pursuits.

Overcoming the effect of negative memories and bad habits become real trophies in one’s life. A point of weakness now becomes strength, instead of fear, a sense of positive expectation rules.

And while, like an eagle, I sit quietly on the edge of a cliff, the previous flight remains fresh in my mind. The adrenaline is already bursting with expectation for the next adventure. The Hebrew word ‘KAWVA’ in Isaiah 40   ‘…wait upon the Lord’ literally means to be intertwined. Now life becomes really meaningful. It is not necessary to ever so often faint with frustration. Knowing the secret of soaring like an eagle makes one comfortable with any pace.

This letter was the last conversation I had with my mother before she passed away in February 2003: 

WINTER– The womb of new beginnings

I will endeavour to learn from the seasons:  

That is to allow winter to run its course in my life with dignity,  

Not regretting the loss of leaves.  

Rather embracing the chance to gather secret strength from my roots:

A well of life that remains an invincible testimony to an inevitable turn in season.  

Together with the early and the latter rain we will again celebrate the song of spring.
In Thy presence even the night is light. I welcome the wilderness.  The winter finds me sheltered in your joy.

‘Standing before the solid oak table, which was sacred to his clock alone, his heart beat high with joy at what he saw. No one else would have seen anything but a confused jumble of mechanism; but Isaac saw his clock, as it would be. He saw the accomplished thing.  Like all creators he knew well that strange feeling of movement within the spirit, comparable only to the first movement of the child within the womb, which causes the victim to say perhaps with excitement, perhaps with exasperation or exhaustion, “there is a new poem, a new picture, a new symphony coming, heaven help me!” The complete picture lived already in his mind, visualised down to the last scale on the glittering silver fish at 12 o’clock. Isaac had the kind of mind that delights to collect the pretty coloured fragments of old legends that lie about the floor of the world for children to pick up. As man and craftsman he knew that he would touch the height of his being with the making of this clock.  His heart beat fast and music chimed in his head.  He covered the lovely thing with a cloth and turned away.  It was hard to leave it even though there was nothing under the cloth except a medley of bits of metal and some oily rags.  E. Goudge ‘The Dean’s watch’

God touched the height of His Being when He made me!

‘…Even the darkness is not dark to Thee; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with Thee. For Thou didst form my inward parts, Thou didst knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise Thee for I am awesome and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are Thy works! Thou knowest me so well.  My frame was not hidden from Thee when I was being made in secret, intricately wrought in the depths of the earth.  Thy eyes beheld my unformed substance. In Thy book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of them. How precious to me are Thy thoughts O God! How vast is the sum total of them! If I would count them they are more than the sand; my years would have to equal yours.

When I awake,

I am still with Thee.  Ps 139:12-18.

The following is an extract from a letter I wrote to a very dear friend who lost her husband in a tragic accident:

DEALING WITH GRIEF

It is sometimes so difficult for us to really understand another's pain and agony. Grief at times must be the ultimate challenge to sanity.

Yet wounds, even the most severe, will again heal. We are designed with such an amazing ability to absorb life's calamities.

Death makes so little sense, especially its finality and its awful suddenness. But we must believe that life will again make sense, and its wonderful sense will abolish the horror of grief now.

My friend broke his pelvis in a motorbike accident and had to lie in traction for six weeks. The amazing thing about the body is its frailty and yet, at the same time, its resilience and ability to bounce back. It literally is just a matter of hanging in there. 

In Rick's case, it was impossible to operate, because the bone was shattered in a thousand pieces, so to hang in traction was the only solution. I think that sometimes our minds too need to be hung in traction as it were, it might be most uncomfortable, but given time and steadfastness, it will heal. In the process of 'hanging in' it is such a relief to know a place of escape in His presence. His overwhelming nearness is your portion now, and He will lift you into new perspective.

God and life does not expect you to always find instant answers to burning questions, but at least to access thought that will nourish you now with comfort in all your affliction.  The thought of our oneness with God and with one another is such a wonderful inspiration and comfort. He is the fountainhead within you. All your springs of joy are in Him.

In every 'natural' thing that happens to us, daily, in small things 

and also from time to time in the big things like death and birth, 

there comes with it, a unique and infinite opportunity to experience God in a 'supernatural' way!

I believe that God desires to show Himself strong on your behalf. I am confident that the substance of your makeup and your roots in Him will continue to sustain you.

He who said, ‘ Let light shine out of darkness’, has shone into our hearts! 

God is ready to anoint you in a new way with a wisdom that comes from above and bursts forth from within.

I wrote the following in a time of severe financial crisis during the winter of 2002:

FACING CRISIS WITH CONFIDENCE     

Faith confidence draws on a resource of strength and resolve bigger than the challenge. It is a powerful release of inner energy that flows from a mind addicted to positive Life. A mind that is exercised in the process of thought patterns consistent with the blueprint of our design as mirrored in the face of mans true origin. 

We are fashioned in the same mould, the expression of the same thought.  Our Author’s signature and invisible image is nowhere better preserved or displayed than in our inner consciousness. Our origin traces the very imagination of God. Every invention begins with an original thought; I am His original thought. 

This state of mind liberates one to act and respond in total contrast to crisis: Joy takes charge. The most sober calculation one can make is a conclusion that always results in joy.

In every time- and space- related experience there exists a reality of greater significance. A significance at hand, within the grasp of the individual. A reality that, once realised, can convert any negative energy into a force of light that dispels darkness effortlessly.

No experience, circumstance or person has what it takes to disqualify, humiliate, offend, or even upset you, without your permission.

Confidence equips you with an attitude that will attract solutions that will astound you!

A LETTER TO THE LEADERS

Dear World Leader,

It is with the greatest respect for your honoured position that I address this writing to you.

To be placed in a position of decision-making that could impact and even transform human history must be frightfully awesome.

Most of us believe that individually we play a small part in the process of democratic decision that ordain our leaders to represent our dreams for a society that will ultimately, even in its complex forms, reflect our most basic aspirations.

Should our mutual respect for one another be challenged, our highest moral value is at risk.

It is within this context I wish to quote these striking thoughts:

No man can live happily who regards himself alone,

Who turns everything to his own advantage.

One must live for another if one wishes to live for    oneself
. True fiends are the whole world to one another,

And he that is a friend to himself is also a friend to mankind’        Seneca

This would suggest that it is impossible to live a meaningful life as an individual at the expense of others. 

It is not possible to truly regard yourself without a mutual regard for your fellow man as well as your Maker. The greatest of all commandments remains “to love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your mind and all your strength and to love your neighbour as you love yourself” 

This would be an impossible task in the absence of realised value. To also love your enemy, is certainly the ultimate challenge under this law. Our ability to see value in another must be kindled, even if those values have become crusted over with corruption, fear, disappointment and hatred.

The human spirit, enlightened by the reflection of the Spirit of our Maker, continues to be the dominant force against corruption and all manner of darkness.

Suspicion and prejudice are overpowered by forgiveness, integrity and friendship. These are forces of light and life that can never be underestimated.

The greatest personal gain is to love and give without a thought for personal gain. Can you imagine a society where this attitude rules?  Not even war can be more imposing.

I believe that the central focus of our education must again become a ‘drawing out of that which lies within us’ (Literal meaning of the word ‘educate’) rather than only a ‘putting in’ of volumes of information. 

Our mind, as a mental faculty, entertains thought and expresses emotion from one of two sources, the senses or the spirit. Spirit knowledge comes from within, while our senses can only relate to our external environment. Spirit knowledge is realised through resonance and faith (The word ‘to understand’ in Greek is the word sunieimi which literally means a joint-knowledge, a flowing together as of two streams. Also the word for conscience: suneidesis from sun oida, means a joint- knowledge/reflection.)

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, integrity, humility and self-control, are not fragile, fading emotions, produced by willpower. They are powerful expressions of the soul; they are the fruit of spirit knowledge. These character qualities are not rewards for the most diligent and disciplined among us, neither are they ‘pie in the sky, wishful thinking’ illusions. They reflect in fact the very nature of our design. They are our blueprint, the mirror image of our Origin. Window-shopping only teases one with dreams and desires beyond one’s reach. Gazing into the mirror, however, reveals the essence of our true nature, the image and likeness of God. 2 Corinthians 3:18. To strive to obtain love, peace and joy etc. or to pray to God to give us these qualities is wasted religious energy. To simply realize their presence within is what sets us free to be who we are. 

The classic story of the ugly duckling is so appropriate; the mirror reflection reveals that we were swans all along. Also the lion cub in the movie ‘The Lion King’ reminds of the same truth: when he stares into the pool of water, his own reflection becomes the face of his father. Like the watermark on a paper note, our true self carries the exact imprint of God’s character. This ‘watermark’ parallel is also reflected in the seed concept. Every seed bears all the genetic information of the species. 

What ignites the life cycle and visible expression of the species is what matters. The fountain within us is released when we discover our common origin. Our basic design and make-up originates from a common thought. Every invention begins with an original thought. In the core of our spirit our original design remains intact. Everything else about us can be challenged and changed, especially our mind, moods and circumstances.

To consider the image of God in a person, adds a value to the individual that exceeds any talent, skill or achievement. (Or disappointment for that matter.) Nothing is more rewarding than to discover the person in another person. Only discovering the person in oneself equals that.

‘There is not a thought nor a feeling, not an act of beauty or nobility whereof man is capable,

But can find complete expression in the simplest, most ordinary life.’ Maeterlinck

‘A human being is like a work of art, the more it is admired, the more beautiful it grows, reflecting the gift of love, like light, back to the giver.’ Elizabeth Goudge

Ultimately a leader is called to serve his people. The greatest service that can be offered to mankind is not to make one person more and more dependant on another nor even to keep them dependant upon the charisma of the leadership and social structures they submit to, but to encourage and allow every individual to encounter the fountain within. 

Discovering this wealth within is what liberates and empowers one to be an asset and not a liability. This alone will break the bonds of poverty, greed and corruption. The compulsion to take and have is replaced with a desire to share and be useful. 

The awareness of who we really are and the greatness that dwells in us is out of all proportion to the lie of lack and need.

The woman at the well was confronted with the realization that Jesus was more than a Jew and that she was more than a Samaritan. Suddenly she understood that all people indeed share the same origin. The fountain of living water was not distant from her, beyond her reach, but within her. Not any of her previous five marriages or even her religious tradition could quench her thirst. Not because she failed to meet ‘Mr. Perfect’ or they failed to meet her expectation, but simply because of the fact that a partner or even traditional religious routine was never meant to complete her life. 

Nothing and no one can equal the wealth someone discovers when one discovers one’s Origin as the fountain of life. Here, there remains no partner, politics or past experience to blame or compete with, only a new life within you to explore, share and enjoy. (The Gospel of John Chapter 4) 

Within this context, our mission in life is to help people discover the integrity of their authentic, individual value.

We are all the same, yet life finds a unique expression in each one of us that no one can repeat or compete with. 

Great works do not always lie in our way,

But every moment we may do little ones excellently,

That is, with great love.
St Francis de Sales

From my heart to yours.     

BEYOND DOUBT!

A cripple man, lame from his birth, sits in an audience one day where the words he hears arrest his attention. The thought that awakens in him is like rain upon dry soil. All the bitterness, anger and shame that imprisoned him from his earliest memories are challenged. A new, and yet in a strange way, a familiar voice, speaks in his heart. 

Suddenly faith floods his face; he sees himself included in this message of love, hope and power. The God of the Universe is graphically displayed in the camouflage of frail flesh. His dying on a cross redeemed a humanity fallen from the glory of their original design. This man Jesus, whom he heard various rumours about, represents the whole human race in His life, death and miraculous resurrection! Is it possible that the same Spirit-power that raised Him from the dead can now also restore his feet? 

Like holding onto a life-line, he clung to every word Paul was speaking; and Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet!” And he jumped up and walked!’ Acts 14:8-10.

Faith is to your spirit what your senses are to your body. Faith sees and speaks! Paul preached in such a way, that many believed. Acts 14:1. Whatever holds you captive to an inferior lifestyle, crumbles in the light of the love of God, displayed in Christ as in a mirror. ‘And we all, with new understanding, see ourselves in Him as in a mirror; thus we are changed from an inferior mindset to the revealed opinion of our true Origin.' 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (Greek: doxa, glory, lit. mindset or opinion)    2 Cor.5:14,16-21.

All of the Bible is about JESUS, all of JESUS is about YOU!

SPIRIT IDENTITY

It is the greatest joy to know one another in the light of His eternal love dream and to find our fellowship there!

To remain convinced about that which persuades God’s heart is truly the Rest He desires for each one of us to live and walk in; a place of God’s unhindered enjoyment of us and our unhindered enjoyment of Him, and of one another! 

We can afford ourselves the luxury to consider His opinion of us exclusively! 

Our business is to make His thoughts our meditation and the theme of our conversation. ‘The communication of our faith now promotes the knowledge of every good thing that resides within us because of our union with Him.’ Philemon verse 6.

 

It is such a glorious thing to discover that the context of scripture is not its historic or even traditional setting, but a reality of far greater relevance, our sonship! Heb. 1:1,2. 

All of scripture finds its relevance only in the revelation of Christ as our true identity! ‘You search and ponder the scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me.’ John 5:39. Scripture points to Christ and Christ reveals us! 2 Cor. 3:18. The only faith that is worth pursuing is the faith of God; what God believes concerning us concerns us, and deserves our undivided attention. God’s faith is on display in the Person, the life, death and resurrection of Christ. God believes in our inclusion in Him! ‘Faith comes by hearing; the kind of hearing that imparts the revelation of Christ.’ Rom 10:17. (RSV and oldest manuscripts) 

‘If you continue in my word, (The word that was from the beginning, the word that is God, the word that became flesh and dwells in us) you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free. Whom the son sets free is free indeed!’ John 8:31,36 

To give prominence to any scripture outside of its true context, the revelation of Christ in you, is to indulge in error! ‘See to it that no one makes prey of you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to worldly principles and not according to Christ, for in Him there is all of God in a human body. He alone defines our completeness!!’ Col 2:8-10. See also v 16-23, all the types and shadows of the Old covenant are now superseded by the greater reality, the new creation in Christ! ‘We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. He created in Himself one new man!’ Eph. 2:10,15. See also 2 Cor. 5:14,16,17. 

The theme of scripture is all about the Maker of mankind revealed as their eternal Father who rescued His likeness and image in man through the obedience of one Man! Of far greater consequence to Adam’s transgression, is the triumph of Christ’s death and resurrection realised in us!

 

The greatest thrill is to imagine what God is now able to communicate through a life truly enlightened by His indwelling, the treasure of God in an earthen vessel. Truth deserves a display in your life, equal to its prominence in the life of Christ!

‘We give to you what we have! In the Name of Jesus, stand up and walk!’ Acts 3:6. His Name is not a magic word. (Acts 19:13) His Name reveals our true identity! ‘I bow my knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.’ Eph. 3:15. Peter walked so saturated in the knowledge of his true identity, (rock hewn out of the Rock, Math. 16:18, Is. 51:1) that even his shadow would transmit the presence and power of God! Acts 5:15. 

ANTICIPATE THE FUTURE

In the ages to come, God desires to display the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.         
I want to challenge you to live your life in the full focus of God’s expectation! He desires for you to know yourself even as you have always been known. See yourself as His love dream. Imagine your full potential in Him! Imagine Him and you in a Partnership of unlimited implication. 

One of the most important ingredients in Paul’s ministry and personal motivation was his foresight and his ability to see by faith anticipation, the full conclusion and implication of this Gospel in the lives of others. He saw many lives touched and changed with the revelation of this beautiful good news. He saw you and me! The same ingredient of the Gospel, which inspired Paul to say what he said and live the joy he walked in, in spite of the hardship and calamity he faced, is within our immediate reach!

Multitudes will discover the truth about themselves and recognise the reality of their Maker displaying His love and life in the mirror reflection of Christ inside of us. 

My prayer is that the focus of our ministry in word, writing and deed will become the revealed ingredient of living words written in the minds and hearts of ordinary people, to be known and read by all men. The life God designed and intended for His creatures to enjoy and participate in becomes so tangibly real when we discover the wonderful truth of Christ in us! 
'The Word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart'
This is the light that will attract the nations and their kings and leaders to the brightness of our rising, mankind's true redemption on display in a language that appeals to every man's conscience, the language of day to day life, free from prejudice, inferiority, suspicion, condemnation or blame, a
life flooded with light, anticipation, joy, value, forgiveness, integrity and love. This is the hope of the nations; in fact all of creation yearns with eager expectation for the revealing of the sons of God!!

“The most significant and profound virtue of mankind is not their intellectual capacity, nor their technological skill or achievements, neither their advanced modern expression and communication, but the capacity of the individual to comprehend and reflect the impression and image and likeness of God! Your greatest feature is not your attractive face or your sexy body, nor your fame or fancy car, but His glory, His opinion reflecting in you! This persuasion becomes an awareness within you, which makes your life irresistibly attractive! We can afford ourselves the luxury to entertain the thoughts of God concerning us, exclusively.” (Chapter 8- Genesis ) 

Treat every person you deal with, with respect and honour. Live your life with passion and persuasion! Avoid arguments and discussing other people in any other light but the truth of our lives revealed in Him.”Show perfect courtesy towards all men.” Titus 3:2-3, RSV.

Live God’s initiative! “I was ready to be found by those who did not seek me; I said, “Here I am, here I am!” I spread out my hands all day long to a rebellious people.” Is.65:1,2.
Make His patient fondness for mankind known. 
See enough in the Gospel to see the full harvest of every nation represented and included in His embrace. Ps.2:7,8.
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell in it!” Ps.24:1. Mankind is the property of God, He did not visit a wrong planet, “He came to His own!” 

LONDON BOMBS 2005

A letter to Tanswell and Portia after the bombs:


It is such a joy and encouragement to hear your voice of faith!
What a statement you have made in your letter; I mean, if an act of terrorism can shake a city and a nation with fear, what will it take to shake a city and a nation with faith?!!

It happened in the days of the Acts of the believers:’ They spoke in such a way that many believed," Acts 14:1. "The place in which they prayed was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness. Acts 4:31 "We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard" Acts 4:20. "And the Word of God increased and the number of disciples were greatly multiplied!" Acts 6:7. A newly appointed deacon, Philip, went down to a city of Samaria, and proclaimed to them the Christ; and the multitudes with one accord (The revelation of Christ as the truth is in Jesus, reveals oneness and the inclusion of the multitudes!) gave heed to what was said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs which he did. For unclean spirits came out of many who were possessed, crying with a loud voice; and many who were paralysed or lame, were healed. So there was much joy in that city! Acts 8:5-8. (The act of terrorism left many injured and dead, and there was 
great fear and sorrow in the city)

Imagine you empowered by God; you doing the works Jesus had done! When will we have enough money to hire a great evangelist to do it for us in our community?? 

“The righteousness that is of faith says, “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven to convince God to send Jesus down one more time (maybe if only for a 10 day crusade in my city??) Things might even get so bad that we lose our revelation of the resurrection, because righteousness by faith also does not say, “Who will descent into the abyss that is to bring Christ back from the dead!” But what does righteousness by faith say? Righteousness by faith says!! “The WORD is near unto you! IT is in your mouth and in your heart! The nearness of the word in your mouth and in your heart equals the very presence of Christ on earth; it equals the revelation of His resurrection from the dead!!  Righteousness by faith reveals that we were co-crucified; we co-died and were also co-raised, and are now co-seated at the right hand of God to co-conquer the nations with Him!! Col 3:4 says every time Jesus is revealed, we are also co-revealed with Him!! In Acts 3 Peter doesn’t apologise to the lame man about the absence of Jesus! He doesn’t say, “Sorry sir, but you’ve missed Jesus by two months, He’s in heaven now and you’ll have to wait for His second coming which will only happen thousands of years from now!! Instead he says, “We give you what we have in our union with His name!” (His Name reveals our true identity) What we have includes you!! Peter declares with bold confidence that in His resurrection from the dead, God restored all things to man, the things of which all the prophets spoke when they proclaimed these days, “God having raised up His Son, sent Him to you first!” Here Jesus is revealed again in the lives of common uneducated men! Acts 3.

Imagine you touching another individual with faith! Imagine you turning a city’s sorrow into joy!! Arise and shine for your light has come! Stand up in faith and make your voice heard!! “Get thee up on a high mountain and lift up your voice with strength!!
"These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also!" Acts 17:6.

Paul never saw a weak gospel, he never considered a gospel of insignificant impact which would only appeal to a few individuals here and there! He didn’t see its appeal reduced to a few desperate and lonely people who finally had no one else to turn to so they think they would ‘maar’ turn to Jesus and do Him a favour as it were! Instead, Paul’s mission was to make all men see, and to present all men in the full stature of Christ. Paul saw and proclaimed without hesitation or apology the gospel as the power of God, revealing God’s righteousness from faith to faith. (He is the author and finisher of our faith, His faith ignites our faith) He declared the truth of our co-inclusion in Christ in such a way, that its appeal was like a mirror reflection. “With the open (unveiled) statement of the truth, we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience” (Eph. 3:9, Col 1:28, Rom. 1:16,17, 2 Cor.3:18, 2Cor.4:2)

I was reminded this morning of Romans 4, "Abraham did not misjudge (diakrino) the promise of God through unbelief! (there was no confusion in his judgement, even after years of contradiction, he was not influenced to make decisions based on circumstances, but what he knew to be true, continued to  persuade him) That is why his faith was reckoned to him as righteousness. But the words, "It was reckoned to him" were written not for his sake alone but for ours also! This sounds like 2Cor 4:13 "since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believe and so I speak" we too believe and so we speak, knowing.....!!!!" Paul is here quoting David from Ps 116; verse 7 finds David speaking to himself (You are faith’s first audience!) “Return, O my soul to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you! V10, I believe and so I have spoken (Some translations then say, “I am greatly afflicted” as if this was David’s confession, the Hebrew actually says: I will sing loudly!)

Faith as God knows it to be true, finds a voice in your mouth and a place in your heart that fully represents God’s eternal love dream and plan with mankind as He realised it in Christ in the fullness of time!

My brother Hanri shared a lovely scripture with me last night from Heb 12:3, “consider Him who endured such hostile contradiction…” The Greek word consider is the word analogitzomai which means to constantly, again and again come to the same logical conclusion!

Righteousness by faith sees the substance and the evidence of all we could ever anticipate concerning God’s declaration of us, revealed, realised and fulfilled in Christ as in a mirror! Lets not wait for another day, another wave or another revelation or great idea, lets rather consider how to fan the flame within us and how to stir up one another and arouse one another by way of reminder!!!

“The zeal of the Lord will do it” Isa 9:7. Lets not confuse the zeal of God with zeal for God. Paul says of the Jews, “I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened, for being ignorant of the righteousness that comes by faith, they continue to reason that their own effort to do something for God will be reckoned to them as righteousness” Rom 10:1- 

The gospel reveals the faith of God, the love of God, the peace of God, the joy of the Lord, the righteousness of God etc….and all of this is revealed in us as in a mirror! It cannot get better than this! All of our conversation, our worship, our fellowship becomes a reflection of His final word, made flesh in Him so that what is true in Him is true in us! He has given us understanding to know Him who is true and we are in Him who is true! If we have received the testimony of man the testimony of God is greater! 1John 2:7,8, 1Jhn 5:9, 20.

“So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great host!” Ezekiel 37:10. “The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam became a life giving spirit!” 1Cor. 15:45.
Peter’s shadow radiated life. We are not just planet’s, reflecting light, we are suns! We communicate virtue! When the woman touched the hem of His garment He was aware of virtue that flowed from Him to her! We speak words that are not reduced to mere intellect, they impart life, combining spirit with spirit. 1Cor.2:13.
THE INCARNATION CODE

The Bible has confused and divided more people than any other book. 

Yet its profound and simple message continues to appeal and overwhelm multitudes of men and women of any age or culture.

Diligent research and study is not the key to understanding the scriptures; Jesus says “you study and search the scriptures thinking that in them you will find eternal life, but if 

you miss me, you miss the point. The Message translation reads, “You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you'll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about me!” John 5:39. 

This startling statement suggests that we can be busy with the right book but extract the wrong message. The great question is, “do you understand what you are reading? And he said, how can I unless someone guides me.” Acts 8:30,31.

The Bible is a record of God in conversation with man.

The theme of scripture is the image and likeness of God made visible in a human body

Man is God’s audience, Jesus, the Incarnation (from the Latin, en carne, in flesh) is God’s language.

The true context of scripture is so much more than its historic and prophetic setting; it is a drama of redemption where the maker of man succeeds to redeem His likeness and image and thus reconcile Himself with hostile humanity. 

God rescues the authentic and original blueprint of His likeness in man, and presents fallen man again blameless and innocent before Him in love.

Jesus is infinitely more than a historic hero; He is both the mirror image of the invisible God, and at the same time the reflection and blueprint of every person’s original design; the image and likeness of God as it was in Genesis 1:27. Religion would want to commemorate and celebrate Jesus after the flesh; the devil has no problem with that. That would leave Him on par with any great Guru or ancient Philosopher.

But His life, death and resurrection represent the human race, preserved and revealed in the most documented ancient record, and confirmed in the present tense resonance of our faith. God has the individual’s original design on record. Neither time nor event could distort or destroy the original intent!

God never compromised His original thought. The word became flesh and has taken up residence (tabernacled) in us, and we gazed with wonder and amazement upon the mystery of our inclusion in Him; (theaomai to gaze upon, to perceive) We saw His glory (Greek, doxa, the display of His opinion), the glory as of the original, authentic begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (The original mind, or opinion of God, preserved and now revealed in Christ. He is both the ‘only begotten’, monogenes, as in the authentic original mould, as well as the first born from the dead. Col.1:18, 1Pet.1:3) He is the revelation of our completeness. ‘And of His fullness have we all received, grace against grace.’ (Gr.garin anti garitos, grace undeserved) ‘For the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. He who is in the bosom of the Father, the only (original, authentic) begotten of the Father, He is our guide who accurately declares and interprets the invisible God within us.’ Jn.1:1-5, 9-14,16-18. “The Word that was from the beginning, what initial reports concerning Him have reached our ears, what we indeed bore witness to with our own eyes to the point that we became irresistibly attracted to Him; what it was that met our gaze and the touch of our hands, yes, life dawned! (Gr.psallo, to touch the string of a musical instrument, thus resonance) The same life that was with the Father from the beginning, now dawned on us! The infinite life of the Father became visible before our eyes in a human person! This life now finds expression in a fellowship union with the Father and the son that is without limit or interruption. In all these years since the ascension of Jesus, John continues to enjoy unhindered friendship with God and desires to include and extend this same fellowship through his writing to every believer, “so that joy may be yours in full measure.”      1 John 1:1,2,4. John understands that the Word has both an eternal origin and destiny that could never be confined to an isolated island or experience; neither could the Word be trapped in human doctrine or tradition. No inferior translation or interpretation could reduce God’s original thought.  

The authentic integrity of God’s thought would forever be preserved and celebrated in the incarnation; human life would be the accurate display and uninterrupted future of the Word. John 1:1,14.

The true context of scripture is not its historic or even traditional setting, but a reality of far greater implication, our sonship! Heb.1:1,2. All of scripture finds its relevance only in its relation to the revelation of Christ as truly representing mankind; He is our true identity! “You search and ponder the scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me.” Jn.5:39. Scripture points to Christ and Christ reveals us! “…and we all, with new understanding, see ourselves in Him as in a mirror; thus we are changed from an inferior mindset to the revealed opinion of our true Origin. 2Cor.3:18. When we read Scripture in the light of redemption, the Bible becomes a new Book. “The letter kills, but the spirit gives life, My words are spirit and life.” Jn.6:63. The Bible-message remains eternally intact in one man, the Word that became flesh, He reveals every man! “If you continue in My Word (The Word that was from the beginning, the Word that is God, the Word that became flesh and dwells in us) you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free, whom the son makes free is free indeed.” John 8:31,32,36. Mankind’s freedom is in discovering their true identity in sonship! This is the truth as it is in Christ. Ep.4:21. “As He is so are we in this world.” 1Jn.4:17. To know the truth about ourselves as it is revealed in Christ is what frees us to be who we are. He is not an example for us but of us! The only faith that is worth pursuing is the faith of God; what God believes concerning us concerns us, and deserves our undivided attention. God’s faith is on display in the Person, the life, death and resurrection of Christ. God believes in our inclusion in Him! ‘Faith comes by hearing; the kind of hearing that imparts the revelation of Christ.’ Rom. 10:17. (See RSV) “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” Col3:1-3,16. 

To give prominence to any scripture outside of its true context, the revelation of Christ in you, is to wander into distraction and error. “See to it that no one makes prey of you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to worldly principles (popular and accepted rules and regulations) and not according to Christ, for in Him there is all of God in a human body. He alone defines our completeness!!” Col.2:8-10. See also v 16-23, all the types and shadows of the Old covenant are now superseded by the greater reality, the new creation in Christ! “The law is but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities.” Heb.10:1. “We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. He created in Himself one new man!” Eph.2:10,15, Also 2 Cor.5:14,16,17. 

In the time of the early church no written Bible existed for decades and the majority of the people were illiterate, yet the Word increased and the number of disciples multiplied greatly. Acts 6:7. Paul sees with conviction the future of the Word documented not on tablets of stone written and interpreted by human opinion, neither preserved in millions of copies of Bibles and libraries of literature in every translation and language, not even in Christian broadcast and television, but the image and likeness of God engraved by the Spirit of God on tablets of human hearts; lives reflecting the same distinct quality of spirit character that was displayed in the life of Christ; “known and read by all men!” Wow! What an audience, what an impact! I like that, not confusing the masses, but including them! The true light that enlightens every man has come. 2Cor.3:2,3,18, John 1:9. “With the open statement of the truth, we appeal to every man’s conscience!” 2Cor.4:2. All of our Christian effort through the media and through organised church regardless of how many people we involve, only carry as much impact as the next person we present mature in the full stature of Christ! 

The eternal Word, the Word that was from the beginning is now also the final Word, all the imagination of God’s sacred thought, culminating in one man, Jesus, now multiplied beyond count to reveal every man as fully included in God’s love dream.
THRONE ROOM THOUGHTS

I was sitting in a church the other day listening to the reciting of the confession of our faith and realised that even the devil believes the same. He has no problem with people believing that Jesus lived, died and was raised on the 3rd day and is now seated at the right hand of God, he doesn’t even have a big problem with people going to heaven, the one thing he desperately wants to hide from man is the mystery of our inclusion in Christ; had he understood the wisdom of God he would never have crucified the Lord of glory! All he is left to do now is to keep mankind as ignorant as he was.

The thing that successfully keeps the church neutralised, ineffective and unfruitful on planet earth is their ignorance of the fact that we co-died and were indeed co-raised and is now co-seated at the right hand of God. There is such a huge difference between praying towards heavenly places and praying from heavenly places! Many of our prayers and popular worship songs reveal our ignorance of our inclusion in Him! “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” (Remember, Paul’s if is not a condition but a conclusion) Col.3:1-3. Become acquainted with throne room authority! 
Italy need not score another goal; the points are on the board! Every informed Italian understands their inclusion in the conclusion of the Soccer World Cup 2006. All that is left now is for them to revel in the sense of victory; a fact that at least for the next four years would not be contested. The rest of the world is reduced to mere spectators; they are left in the cold of envy and regret.
Yet, the greatest event of all time, the event that split human history into two, the before and the after, represents and includes everyone on the planet. Jesus is the only individual that would ever qualify to represent all of God and all of mankind in one Person. While history records the death and resurrection of one individual, eternity records the death and resurrection of mankind. All that is left is for man to hear the Good News in order for him to know the truth that would make him free indeed. 

Every shadow of every prophetic utterance has found its definition, fulfilment and ultimate substance in Christ, In His eternal thought and in His eternal purpose and His obedience once and for all! 

On what grounds dare God tell Peter with such utmost explicitly and simplicity that he may no longer call any animal or human unclean? The whole of creation groans with longing for the revelation of the sons of God! What happened to the unclean and unholy? A death, their death occurred! Blood was shed, this time never to be repeated again.

The one thing the devil wants to veil from man’s understanding is the revelation of the full extent of redemption, without which no faith is possible. Faith is not something we do to get God to do something back to us, it is the most wonderful thing that happens to us when we realise what God has already done for us in Christ!

Because we understand the redemption of man, how and on what grounds, God succeeded to acquit the human race while they were still hostile towards Him, we have great confidence to appeal to every man’s conscience. God pleads with an already redeemed and forgiven mankind through us to realise the truth about themselves! 

When the curtain is drawn, it does not touch the view, the view in all its splendour is intact. He granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, but we have become blind and short-sighted through the distraction of the senses. The devil veils the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel, which is the glory of God revealed in the face of Christ! AS IN A MIRROR!!!! Window-shopping keeps you staring at something that you think you don’t have! The deceiver needs your permission and unbelief to keep you ignorant and defeated! That is why James says that we deceive ourselves when we look away from the Word of truth and forget what manner of man we are. There is no attraction in the contradiction, flee from it!

I preach in the prisons. The other day I asked the prisoners, “if someone stole something, at what point does it ever become his property? How long must he have it in his possession before it becomes his?” They all laughed and said it never becomes theirs! Yet we have handed over ownership of mankind to the father of lies! While the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell in it! Ps 24:1.

Only two chapters after Jesus said to the Pharisees that they are of their father the devil he quotes to the same audience Ps 82 “I say ye are gods all of you are sons of the most High!” John 8 and 10.

They have forgotten the Rock they were hewn from, the God who gave them birth. The strongest bond in human relationship is challenged in Is 49, “Can a mother forget her suckling child? As unlikely as that may seem, even if she does, it is impossible for your Creator to forget you! I have tattooed you and engraved you on the palms of my hands!” 

In Ps 22 David says after the prophecy of the cross that “all the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD!”

Any businessman who pays for a hundred items and only gets fifty delivered to him would feel cheated and would pursue every possible avenue to retrieve what belongs to him. LUKE 15!

The truth of His obedience and the fruit of the travail of His soul will fill the earth as the waters of a tsunami! 

The product of our ministry is not heaven in the first place; it is the most attractive life of an intimate daily, constant, conscious feedback encounter with the Living God in Spirit and in truth and undiluted friendship with our fellow man!

Like Paul I can truly say that over the years I have witnessed two kinds of zeal, the one exhausts and the other ignites. Rom 10.

I also know the difference between the intimate presence of God and emotional hype. I depend deeply on the gift of the precious Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth to lead me into all truth; the truth of sonship as it was revealed in Christ; the only truth that sets man truly free. Heb1:1-3, Heb 4:12

A doctor in theology asked me the other day what I think the risk was in this revelation that we teach, of God’s righteousness and the true spirit identity of man. I answered him that any revelation from God carries the same risk, that man would turn it into a mere recipe. The moment we reduce relationship to a recipe we loose spontaneity and intimacy. A doctrine has to be defended, a life must be lived!

Most of what I write so stirs and inspires myself and people who read it without prejudice, that one often finds oneself in tears, overwhelmed in worship and with the love of God for a humanity that deserves nothing more than judgement, but now deserves nothing less but to hear the glorious news of their redemption and acquittal!

I cannot see less in this gospel but the total inclusion of every man that once stood condemned because of one man’s transgression, but now stands vindicated because of one Man’s obedience. There is no distinction, the same mass of humanity that fell from the glory of God are now reconciled and justified in God’s sight! Rom. 3:21-24. He was handed over because of our transgressions, but raised because of our acquittal! Rom.4:25. What other gospel will ignite the kind of faith that will cause the blind to see and the lame to leap? The ingredient of that which awakens belief in man is the revelation of the full extent of exactly what took place at Calvary and the Resurrection. Nothing neutralises the devil’s onslaught and temptation more in the life of the believer than to stand established in these truths. 

All the gifts of the Holy Spirit serve only one purpose, to emphasise this great salvation! Heb 2

To simplify the focus of faith to a yes and a no; in 2Cor1:18 Paul says: Jesus is God’s ultimate YES to every promise He had made to man.

Luke 15 is such a dynamic and clear reference to how Jesus views the sinner! The original owner remains persuaded about the original identity and value of the lost sheep, coin and son! 

At what point did God justify the human race? When does truth become true? I believe that long before anyone believes truth it is already true. I believe that man was actually (not potentially) saved, forgiven, healed and sanctified and born anew in ONE event, when Jesus died, and was raised. When John speaks of man’s Advocate, he says that He is the expiation of our sins, and not of ours only but also of the whole world. (That is all inclusive)1 John 2:1,2.

“One died for all therefore all have died. From now on therefore, I no longer know any man (not any believer) from a human point of view!” 2 Cor.5:14,16. On what other basis can we or dare we preach the Gospel? There is no other Gospel!

The same humanity who universally deserved judgement and death, now, in the light of what God did in Christ, deserves nothing less but to hear the glorious Good News of their redemption. Faith can come no other way!! 2Cor 5:18,19. Rom 10:17.
Where did the cripple’s faith come from in Acts 14? The revelation of the righteousness of God (what God did in Christ on humanity’s behalf) ignites faith. The dormant seed in the soil germinates and sprouts and reveals its true identity. (That is what the “new birth” experience is all about)

Peter to his horror discovers that something of far greater consequence has happened when the Lamb of God was slain, than what his doctrine up to that point allowed him to see! “Call no man common or unclean!!! What God has cleansed you or any Priest or Theologian may no longer announce unclean!” (Regardless of what it may appear like on the outside!)

If we take these scriptures out of the Bible, we have no message left of any appeal to the lost!

Paul writes to Titus to speak evil of NO man, to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, to show perfect courtesy (not fake politeness) to ALL MEN.

WHY? Because we ourselves were once IGNORANT! The only difference between us and them (those filled with malice and hatred, swept along by passions and pleasures) is our knowledge of truth! Jesus says you will KNOW the truth and the truth will make you free. (The truth about WHO? The truth about YOU! Jesus was not bound, or sick or depressed) The eagle was already an eagle and already free when it heard the mirror-voice that quickened and awakened its understanding! The ugly duckling did not see a potential swan in the reflection; it saw the truth of its original design and identity! 

God calls things which are not as though they were not because He is taking a fat chance, but because His faith knows the truth!

Weymouth, who studied and taught as a professor the English and Greek language for 60 years, made the following translation from Rom 5… 

“15But God’s free gift immeasurably outweighs the transgression. For if through the transgression of the one individual the mass of mankind have died, infinitely greater is the generosity with which God’s grace, and the gift given in His grace which found expression in the one man Jesus Christ, have been bestowed on the mass of mankind.

16And it is not with the gift as it was with the results of one individual’s sin; for the judgement which one individual provoked resulted in condemnation, whereas the free gift after a multitude of transgressions results in acquittal.

17For if, through the transgression of the one individual, Death made use of the one individual to seize the sovereignty, all the more shall those who receive God’s overflowing grace and gift of righteousness reign as kings in Life through the one individual, Jesus Christ.

18It follows then that just as the result of a single transgression is a condemnation which extends to the whole race, so also the result of a single decree of righteousness is a life-giving acquittal which extends to the whole race.

19For as through the disobedience of the one individual the mass of mankind were constituted sinners, so also through the obedience of the One the mass of mankind will be constituted righteous.

20Now Law was brought in later on, so that transgression might increase. But where sin increased, grace has overflowed;

21in order that as sin has exercised kingly sway in inflicting death, so grace, too, may exercise kingly sway in bestowing a righteousness which results in the Life of the Ages through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6 To what conclusion, then, shall we come? Are we to persist in sinning in order that the grace extended to us may be the greater?

2No, indeed; how shall we who have died to sin, live in it any longer?”

Can you understand why Paul writes in chapter 6:1 and and 2 that in the light of this radical conclusion of the revelation of grace, it could be possible that man can reason some excuse to continue to sin so that grace may abound. If that is your fear that in the light of the Gospel-emphasis we preach, people will find an excuse to continue in sin, I am so glad and confident to announce that the very  opposite is true! The moment someone discovers the integrity of the basis of their faith and innocence and freedom in Christ, it becomes the most valuable treasure to protect and nourish. Love flees from temptation and sin! 

Any Greek scholar will tell you that the words in John 3 translated born again should actually read, born from above. In verse 13 Jesus says, no one has ascended into heaven (to see or enter the kingdom of heaven, v 3,5) but he who also descended from heaven! The son of man! The son of man is the son of God. “How majestic is Thy name in all the earth! Thou whose glory above the heavens is chanted by the mouth of babes and infants!” Ps 8:1,2 We come from there! We come from above but we have forgotten the Rock that begot us, but He has never forgotten us! “He came to His own! Like Nicodemus we would have no appetite for heavenly things if we did not originally come from there! We are designed not to live by bread alone but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

“Hearken to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD; look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.” Is 51:1. “Now there was a man named Joseph from the Jewish town of Arimathe’a. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their purpose and deed, and he was looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb, where no one had ever yet been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.” Luk.23:50-54. “You were born anew into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 1Pet.1:3.
“Then we will know even as we have always been known.”

He knew us before He fashioned us in the womb! 

Man remains the invention of God. 

We are His workmanship! Of God are we in Christ. 

Paul bows his knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named! Satan has no ownership or legal claim over any man! The earth is the Lords and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell in it! How inclusive is that?

The purpose of our ministry is not to impress or entertain you with eloquent words, but to impress you with who you are in the light of His Word and perfect work of redemption! Like Paul my testimony is that much more in my absence, come to the full conclusion of your own salvation! It is to your advantage, Jesus said, that I go! For Jesus to have stayed any longer in the flesh would have defeated the purpose of God. “Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone!” 

To know Jesus after the flesh is powerless and irrelevant. Paul had every opportunity to visit the 11 disciples who walked with Jesus for 3 years and knew Him so well; instead he says that when God revealed His son in him, immediately he did not confer with flesh and blood! Paul doesn’t even once quote a parable or mention a miracle that Jesus performed! His message was never Christ in history, but Christ in you the hope of glory! 

Paul placed no confidence in the flesh, his bodily presence was weak! He carried many scars. Countless beatings left their mark, five times he received 39 lashes by the whips of religious fanatics who hated him with passion, they didn’t always aim for his back. Three times beaten with sticks, once stoned and left for dead, many times imprisoned, hungry and cold. In  2Cor 11:6 he says, “I might be unskilled in speaking but I am not so in knowledge! That was his secret, his knowledge! It is not how good I can say it; it is all about the content of my utterance. 

His aim was undisrupted, he did not lose heart, he continued to labour with all the inspired energy of God to make all men see and to present every man mature in Christ.

THE LOGIC OF HIS LOVE

A transcription of a teaching by Francois given in Benoni in Jan 1990

The word theology means the Logic of God. God does not expect us to respond in an unintelligent way to the greatest revelation of knowledge and of excellence that man could ever perceive. Nor to remain in a haze of confusion concerning our origin, our identity, our eternal destiny and our present standing before Him. He has made it possible for us to come into the same understanding, to enjoy an equal appreciation of that which He Himself enjoys. “To know, even as we have always been known.”  1Cor.13:12.

 

The Greek word in Romans 6:11, “logizomai” literally means to make a calculation to which there can only be one logical conclusion. In the context of the gospel this conclusion means that God included man in Christ, we co-died and were co-raised with Him, we co-exist in union with Him. This is the essence of the message of Christ.

 

In our study this morning we want to concentrate on the logic of His love. We are going to allow the logic of His love to overwhelm us afresh. Nothing causes our hearts to respond with greater spontaneity and greater liberty than the acknowledging of His love initiative; what it was that caused God to redeem mankind and reconcile us to Himself, what it was that caused Him to go to the expense of the cross. 

 

I believe that the reference to our redemption and our value goes beyond the cross.  Eph.1:4 and Gen.1:26 defines the greatest expression, the grandest demonstration of the love of God. How God associated us in Christ from before the fall, before the foundation of the earth. God saw in man enough of Himself to see in man eternal companionship. That alone explains the cross. That alone can explain the price that God was prepared to pay to ransom and redeem mankind.  We have become familiar with the terminology of the blood of Christ. The precious blood of Christ; the fact that there is power in the blood of Christ, but the power and the preciousness of the blood can only be understood in relation to the value of what the blood redeems.

 

Buying power and market value are two related terms. What establishes the value of the Dollar or the Rand? Jean-Marie challenged me this morning with this question: “Does a diamond know its own value?” What else determines the value of the blood of Christ, but what God saw in His eternal thought, in His eternal dream, a union with humanity eternally.  I believe that the least that we can see in redemption, the least that we can say of the gospel, is that the gospel communicates a redemption that matches God’s original thought in His love dream. God successfully redeemed His image and likeness in the flesh! If we were to say anything less than that, it would be an insult to the Person and purpose of God. It would no longer be good news – it would become bad news. But how wonderful it is to come to an understanding of the impact of God’s thought, revealed in His word, revealed in his logic, revealed in the personal conclusion that God has come to, before time was, before there was any record of history to contradict or challenge Him.

 

Time records an event in the historic realm, but the thoughts of God expressed in His Word records truth in the eternal realm. There is a greater reality to man’s existence than what time can communicate or history can document.  There is an eternal truth that concerns you that deserves your undivided attention. The origin of humanity in the heart of God, gives substance and ground to our faith and our experiencing the now in the moment-by-moment enjoyment of the best that God has to offer.

 

I want to draw your attention to a verse of scripture that startled me in the middle of last night.  It is in Jeremiah 13:23. “Can a leopard change its spots? Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil.” The most distinct trademark feature, which identifies the leopard, is challenged, as a comparison to man’s inability to free himself from a foreign force that captured his identity. It is impossible for man to redeem himself from the captivity of a foreign nature that dominated him since the fall.  “How long will it be before you will be made clean?” Jer.13:27.

 

The very nature that identified man as a sinner and a fallen creature is challenged in the gospel. If the gospel does not have what it takes to challenge that nature, then the gospel will remain a weak philosophy, no matter how positive it sounds. It would remain wishful thinking; a wonderful dream, a cleverly devised myth that man entertains in his mind.  We must discover an ingredient within the gospel that secures and reveals the ability of God to perform on man’s behalf, in order to release him from an identity that kept him captive all his life. A gospel that is infinitely more than a positive dream of what you could become, if you would follow the next ten moral steps. It must be a gospel that leaves God’s heart satisfied concerning you, totally content in the achievement of His Son. The question comes to Job in 4:17 – “Can a man be righteous before God? Can a man be pure before his Maker?” Come on, can a leopard change his spots?  I tell you what we do – we just hypnotise the leopard into believing that it has no spots. Let’s hypnotise the believer into believing a fantasy about his true identity. God’s faith is not faking it! 

Hosea echoes the cry of God in Hosea 11:7-9. “Their hearts are bent on turning away, but how can I execute my fierce anger, says the Lord for my heart grows warm with compassion, I am God and not man”. You see God has an eternal reference concerning man’s identity that cannot be interfered with. That reference gives substance to salvation, explains the ingredients of the gospel, and removes the risk from redemption. God never engaged in some gamble concerning man’s release. He had an eternal secure knowledge, confirmed in His Spirit, engraved upon His eternal thought concerning man. So when history, time and contradiction begin to challenge man’s purity before his Maker, man’s innocence before God still remains the same. You see there was a realm of innocence that secured man’s fellowship with God before the fall.  Within the consciousness of Adam and Eve there existed only one knowledge – the knowledge of perfect innocence. There was no reference to the knowledge of evil or the comparison between the good and the bad. They found their innocence established in God’s declaration, God’s “well done”, and God’s approval. God recognized in man all that His thoughts knew. God did not say – let us make man after our likeness, carrying our image, having our inscription engraved upon him, and then on the seventh day God had to somehow apologize to Himself and creation that He failed to exactly and accurately express His image, having to apologize for the dust bit. As if the physical body was flawed by an inferior quality and weakness that interfered with the expression of His original thought. 

 

Look at Job 4:19 – “How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, who are crushed before a moth”. I was asked to take a funeral recently and was challenged by the thought that is often quoted at funerals, “from dust to dust”, and the deception of the thought – “how much more those who dwell in houses of clay whose foundation is in the dust”. Dust is not your origin, neither is dust your identity or your destiny! There is a greater reality. There is a greater opinion that secures your identity – the logic of His love. When you begin to see the love of God unveiled in your origin you cannot but respond in love, because love awakens love. Religion is such a weak expression of man’s dream to somehow please and ultimately touch his Creator. 

How Paul’s heart stirred within him in Athens when he saw the guesswork man had to engage in, exploiting his every imagination, his best work of art, to communicate his cry for his Maker, his cry towards his origin. They have finally built another altar, to the unknown God. Paul declares to them, “He is not far from each one of us, we are indeed His offspring. God has overlooked the times of ignorance”

 

You see there is such contrast between darkness and light, yet darkness for so many years dominated man’s experience and reference. The people who dwelt in darkness have seen a great light. The people who only knew darkness have seen a greater reality than the darkness that captured them to a lower identity, to a lower opinion. An opinion that reduced a being who stood equal in the sight of God, equal to His likeness and His image, to a man who saw dust as his origin and destiny. How we have in modern day theology exploited the doctrine of man’s fallen nature to be the dominant one, until we have so far stretched our imagination to somehow accommodate failure and human experience that contradict the Word, that we finally came up with a dual nature doctrine. What a ridiculous conclusion! Jesus says, not even trees have a double nature.  Math. 7:16 – “You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns”? 

I love these questions that challenge our intelligence. Come on it is not so complicated after all. Paul came to Athens in Acts 17 and addressed a gathering of philosophers. They were always ready to listen to something new, because the old didn’t satisfy anymore. He says, “Your own poets said, in Him we live and move and have our being”. That is coming rather close to your origin, isn’t it? He says “being then God’s offspring, how can we see God as equal to images that resemble birds and creepy-crawly-creatures, even gold or silver-plated they’re still inferior to us!”  How can we possibly reduce our thought of God, our Creator in our imagination to anything less than He was able to express in His offspring, in His personal workmanship. Oh but can a leopard change his spots, and to this the law agrees. The good that I want to do, I cannot do. Are grapes gathered from thorns or figs from thistles? Now don’t be ridiculous, how can one who is accustomed to do evil, suddenly change and start doing well? His best intention soon leaves him disqualified and condemned yet again. Are grapes gathered from thorns or figs from thistles?

 

Turn with me to Is. 55:8 – The result of the fall is so clearly displayed here – “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways.” Man has now drawn his reference, his thinking from an experience that leaves him judged, condemned and feeling inferior. Man has reduced his thinking to an identity that has no resemblance of his origin. “The heavens are higher than the earth (dust) so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”  Jesus gave the impression that He walked on this earth motivated by a higher opinion of Himself to that which man had of himself.  But what is the purpose of the Word that proceeds from His mouth? (The original undiluted thought of God) Look at the context of chapter 55: It is to impact the wilderness again with the reality of man’s true identity. Instead of the thorn tree – notice, not the thorn tree that is now educated through a lifelong process to start imitating grapes, not a thistle that is now subjected to a religious regulation and formula that only leaves him more condemned at the end of the days, than before the seminar – but instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle! The old things have passed away, behold the new has come! Note, not behold the old, but behold the new!

 

Let’s go to Deut. 32:1-4  -  “Give ear, O heaves, and I will speak; and hear O earth, the words of my mouth. Let My teaching drop as the rain, My speech distil as the dew, as raindrops on the tender herb, and as showers on the grass. For I will proclaim the name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He”. I love the bold declaration of the truth. Truth stands in it’s own unique authority. Never end up in fruitless debate when you know the truth. Allow the truth to speak for itself.  There was an advertisement on TV the other night about the ventriloquist (buikspreker) that said rhubarb and the puppet would repeat, rhubarb, rhubarb.  The add said, “now there is a newspaper that speaks for itself.”  God had in mind so much more than a rhubarb, rhubarb- repetition of scripture, He sees a living epistle that speaks from within for itself!  God does not remote control my conversation and then, oops, you know, you shouldn’t have said that. God is expressing in us His own conversation, exhibiting and displaying in bold splendor His workmanship, the trophy of His design and of His excellence. “If you say that which is precious and not that which is worthless, you shall be as My mouth.” Your life is God’s language. There is such a bold declaration when truth reigns in your heart. The righteous is as bold as a lion says Prov. 28:1. 

 

Isaiah 40:9 – “Get up to a high mountain and lift up your voice with strength.” What shall I say? Moses had something to say in Deut. 32. He said “Give ear O heavens and I will speak”. Moses had a word from God, like Jesus had one for Nicodemus in the middle of the night, but he knew that in addressing the individual it was impossible to exclude the multitude. In addressing man how could mankind stand outside? Our life is a word large enough for the eternal heavens and the eternal universe to be our audience, to witness God’s workmanship.  He says I will speak and let the earth hear the words of my mouth.  It sounds like Is. 55:10-11, “as the rain comes down from the heaven, so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth. It shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish what I please. My Word cannot disappoint My expectation. It shall indeed prosper in the thing whereunto I have sent it.” God’s Word reveals His intelligent purpose for man. It is no longer a mystery that leaves the theologians guessing about God. Who can know the limit of the Almighty? Who can fathom God? In our clumsy calculations we have sought to compare Him to the material values of this world. “Lord you are more precious than silver, more costly than gold.”  But when the Son of God stood face to face with the son of man He said,  “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father You have seen your true origin”  - John 14:9.  God is no longer a mystery; He is no longer invisible! “May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distil as the dew.“

 

Joel 2:23  -  “Be glad then, you children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God; for He has given you the former rain faithfully, and He will cause the rain to come down for you  - the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month”.  The former rain is the teaching of God’s favour, according to Prov.16:15, and the latter rain is righteousness by faith. As gentle rain upon the tender grass, God knows how to communicate effectively to man, because there is something called the eternal echo, the conscience, the joint-knowledge in every man. In 2 Cor.4:2 Paul says  “By the open statement of the truth, I commend myself to every man’s conscience”  anticipating the amen in every man, ‘this is the Gospel we were waiting for, this is the God of our origin, the One who begot us and gave us birth.’  We proclaim the name of the Lord.  What is proclaimed in the Name of the Lord  - the sum total of God’s identity. I will proclaim the name of the Lord so that the Lord remains no mystery to the universe, that they may know their Creator in His Name. ”I bow my knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.”

 

Ascribe greatness to our God. How Moses calls the universe to stand to attention, to salute the greatness of their God revealed in His name. He is the Rock, His work is perfect and all His ways are just, a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He. Deut. 32:9  - The Lord’s portion is His people.  Verse 18 says – “Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who fathered you”. What did darkness succeed to do?  Darkness robbed man of his perception of his true identity. Darkness joined man to a lie, to the father of lies. Darkness joined man to reasoning contrary to the truth of his design and embracing a foreign identity. Should that identity be such a powerful influence upon the human race, that it could equal the spots on the leopard’s skin? How can God expect that the woman caught in the act of adultery to go on and sin no more? Come on she is accustomed to do evil! How can the gospel suggest freedom, which is freedom indeed, if the nature of fallen Adam had such dominance over the human race? “They were unmindful of the rock that begot them…” You who pursue righteousness consider the rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which you were hewn  - Is. 51:1.

 

Jeremiah 18:14-15 – “Does the snow of Lebanon ever vanish from its rocky slopes? Do its cool waters from distant sources ever cease to flow? Yet my people have forgotten me; they burn incense to worthless idols, which made them stumble in their ways and in the ancient paths”. They forgot the rock of their origin. Let us consider God’s initiative.  Is. 49:14 – “But Zion said the Lord has forsaken me, He has forgotten me”.  You remember Is. 40:27 – “Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, my way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God?”   Is 49:15  - “Can a woman forget her suckling child” (One of the names of God, El Shaddai in Hebrew means the breasted one).  Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! There is a greater reality to the sentiment of Calvary.  There is an eternal origin that associates mankind to the heart of God that explains Calvary, which explains the price He paid for your release.  He ransomed us with the precious blood of His Son from the futile ways inherited from the fallen Adamic race. He released us from our futile ways – our vanity of thinking. He lifted us from the dust that imprisoned us in a lesser identity, to bring us to the knowledge of how we have always been known.  Behold I have engraved you on the palms of My hands.  You are God’s workmanship – His handiwork, (Greek, poema, His poem!”  God has an eternal memory, an eternal testimony, and eternal trophy that secure our release. Can a mother forget her suckling child?

Simon, Son of Jona, you are Peter the rock, cut from Petra.  No wonder Peter writes in 1Pet.2:5 about us being living stones built into a living Temple.  Peter’s name declared his new nature, his new identity in Christ. Is. 28:16-17 says you’ve made lies your refuge; you have made a covenant with death so to ensure your life.  Built larger barns to secure tomorrow, taken shelter in deception, but behold thus says the Lord “I laid in Zion a stone for a foundation, a tried stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation”.  He was tested for eternity in the spirit and for 33 years in the flesh, and he who believes in Him will not be put to shame! (Rom 10:11) Hallelujah! God cannot afford the risk of a redemption that would fail His expectation. God cannot afford the risk of a weak gospel – a gospel that leaves man in darkness concerning his identity, that leaves man having to grope about, having to find his next excuse for tomorrow’s sin.  Can a leopard escape his spots? How can fallen man stand pure and innocent before His Maker? There is a knowledge that is greater than the knowledge of good and evil. The tree of life communicates its fruit. Prov.11:30 says the fruit of the righteous is a tree of life. I am not writing to you a new word, says John. It has been the old one that was from the beginning, yet it is new because it is true in Him and in you.  Whatever the word said to be true in Christ is equally true you. 1.Joh.2:7-8. 

Malachai 2:10,15 – “Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us?”  Malachai sees something of man’s origin that excludes the father of lies, which does not take into consideration the spots on the leopard’s skin. Isaiah sees Him as the everlasting Father! Is.9:6. Regardless of the geographic and cultural boundaries that identify the individual nations, they would continue to seek after God, in the hope that they might touch Him and find reflected in Him the blueprint of their original design. Acts 17:26,27. Have we not all one Father?  Has not one God created us?  Look at verse 15 – what does He desire – Godly offspring!  

Religion would want to attach value to you in terms of your title and formal position in the church. The world system wants to attach its applause in terms of your noble birth, your job description or achievement. God reveals only one value – the value of sonship. You see the slave does not continue in the house forever, but the son does.  John 8:36 says, “If the Son sets you free you will be free indeed.”  There is nothing that liberates us more than sonship. Sonship sets you free! That is the order of Melchizedek.

 

The Lord so arrested my heart yesterday morning with this in Heb. 7:3 – “He is without father or mother or genealogy.  He has neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling (made like) the Son of God he continues to be a priest forever”.  There is only one thing that secures priesthood – that is sonship.  It is no longer the priests’ daily performing the ritual duty to sustain the system, but it is the spirit of adoption that cries Abba Father. According to Hebrews 7:6 Melchizedek’s genealogy is not derived from that of Abraham and Levi. Verse 8 classifies Abraham and Levi as mortal men, but Melchizedek as living forever.  That’s why the new priestly order is according to the power of an endless life – Heb. 7:16. There is an eternal genealogy that you partake of. I am so glad that John saw it. There is such a large difference between Math.1 and John 1 concerning the genealogy of Jesus. When John says in John 1 “In the beginning was the Word” God has recorded your design; He has recorded your origin in His eternal thought.  You are partaking of a new order.  Melchizedek did not have a genealogy that related him to the Adamic race. Our original identity is not reflected in Adam, but in God! God separated me from my mother’s womb; God separated me from the hold of my natural identity upon my life. There is now neither Jew nor Greek nor Gentile nor slave or free man but one new man in Christ, one new creation!! (Gal. 1:15,16, 3:28).

 

Can a leopard escape it’s spots? Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, instead of the briar, the myrtle. Do not forget the Rock that begot you. Why do you say, O Israel, the Lord has forsaken me? Do you not know? Have you not heard? Can a mother forget her suckling child? She may forget but I have engraved you on the palms of My hands. Look at Heb.7:9-10 – “Even Levi himself who received tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his father when Mechizedek met him”. Your life is larger than your birthday. Your life is larger than the rib. There is a measure to you that exceeds time, which extends beyond season. Turn to Jer.1:5 – “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you”. A man asked me last week about evolution and I was so glad to refer him to a very clear, very accurate, very distinct reference to his origin. A reference that is larger than any speculation that science can dream of, any guess that philosophy could gamble with. A reference of the knowledge of God, knowing you intimately before your conception in the womb. Before you were born I consecrated you, the God who separated me from my mother’s womb. The God who separated me from a lesser identity, from an inferior likeness. Show me a coin, whose inscription, whose likeness does it bear?  Is it not Caesars? Then return to Caesar what belongs to him and return to God what belongs to Him. The Lord’s portion is His people. Show me a man. Whose inscription, whose likeness does He bear? Jeremiah what do you see? What a question? We said that sonship reveals your value. I am so glad that mankind was designed for oneness with God – John 14:20. We have an existence, an identity, which is bigger than our natural birth. I and the Father are one! John 10:30.

 

In Isaiah 40:18, God asks the question – “To whom will you liken God, or what likeness will you compare to Him?”  According to verse 19-20, they were busy moulding graven images and overspreading it with gold.  They made their images and even worshiped them, because they somehow saw their own and even a greater image of a god hiding in them. That is why Ps.106:20 says – “Thus they changed their glory into the image of an ox that eats grass”. Is. 40:21 is taking the matter further – “Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told to you from the beginning?  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? What is it that man need to know and understand?  - that according to Gen. 1:26 man was created according to the image and likeness of God! Man is the only person or being with whom God can liken Himself without feeling at all intimidated as if it were a lesser representation of Him! Man is the bearer of God’s image, likeness and glory!  Is. 40:5 – “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.” God’s glory was revealed in Christ Jesus, who is the mirror of man’s identity – 2 Cor.3:18. He associated us in Christ before the foundation of the world! Eph.1:3.

 

Therefore Is.46:13 is saying – “I bring My righteousness near, it shall not be far off:  My salvation shall not linger (delay).  And I will place salvation in Zion, for Israel My glory”. Have you not heard, do you not know? Has it not been told to you Israel, that from the beginning you are my glory!  Again in Is. 40:25 we hear this heart cry of God– “To whom then will you liken Me, or to whom shall I be equal, says the Holy One”. God is repeating the same in Is. 46:5. Man is so overwhelmed by the consequences of the fall in his circumstances, that he has forgotten that even the fall was not great enough to delete the image and likeness of God in man! Yes, the law of sin took man captive and resisted any manifestation of God’s image, but that could not take away the fact that it was still there. The law of sin only allowed the flesh to manifest, but the greatest manifestation of the flesh could not change the creation design of God.  However great sin’s claim could be upon man, that could not take away that man’s heart was still crying out for his Creator, in whose image alone he could find his fulfilment, his identity and his true expression!

 

In Math.16:13 Jesus asks His disciples – “Who do men say the Son of man is?”  By revelation Simon knew, that the Son of man, as far as Jesus was concerned, is the Son of God.  Jesus if you mean YOU, then You are the Son of God. And you know theology would stop there. ‘It is a correct answer Simon, sit down.’ Like a little Sunday school lesson, you know.  Yes, we know every fact and historic detail about the life of Jesus correctly, but fail to understand that Jesus reveals us! How we sought to educate and entertain the minds of our children with religious facts and ruined their experience with God. The historic facts of the letter are not wrong, but that alone is history, dead and exclusive concerning your life. The Holy Spirit reveals the inclusiveness of the gospel, how you are included in the life of Jesus, how you were associated in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world. Eph.1:4. As able ministers of the new covenant, we are not ministering the letter, but the Spirit, because the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life – 2Cor.3:6.  The deep things of Jesus, as the revealed identity of man, are the full revelation of the deep things of God. Jesus says “Simon, Son of Jona, flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father. “But Jesus, show us the Father and that will be enough. Phillip have I been with you so long and have you not known me?  If you have seen Me you have seen the Father” – John 14:7.

 

Jesus had one exclusive commission and that was to reveal man’s true sonship.  Not to become a historic hero for religion to celebrate through the ages, but a living testimony to reveal to man the Rock that begot him. Ascribe greatness to our God. How redemption gives substance to our praise of Him, our evaluation of His Glory, of His opinion. It becomes impossible to discover the church, or any individual outside of the identity of the Son of man. From now on therefore we no longer know any man from a human point of view. Even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view. Even though we once had our personal opinion concerning Him, we know Him thus no longer. For of God are you in Christ, a brand new creation, the old things have passed away – 2Cor.5:16-17, 1Cor.1:30.  Instead of the thorn, the cypress.  Behold the new has come. Behold – set your mind upon – look and keep on looking till you come to the right understanding of what you are seeing.  Metanoia – repent is what that word means – come to your right mind concerning your identity. No longer remain in darkness. You are not a leopard trying to escape its spots. The biggest lie the enemy could sell you, was to think that to sin was to act according to your true nature.

 

“Can an Ethiopian change the colour of his skin?” The New Testament reveals that it is not the colour of your skin or the label of your tradition or the language you speak that defines you, but what gives definition to you is the incarnation of the word as it is revealed in Christ. All of mankind is represented there in one man! “Here there can no longer be Greek or Jew, slave or free, Schythian or Barbarian, male or female, but Christ is all and in all.” What a bold message to a South Africa that so desperately seeks to define boundaries that no longer exist. Every wall of hostility was broken down in His death – Eph. 2:14. The allotted periods for man to seek after God have arrived. God has overlooked the times of ignorance and now commands all men everywhere to repent – metanoia – Acts. 17:30. Men everywhere, why? Because he has appointed a day by which He would judge the whole of mankind in righteousness, by a Man whom He has appointed. He has given assurance of this to all by raising him from the dead. The judgement that was man’s due, fell upon Him. He was wounded for our transgressions, He died for our trespasses, He was raised because we were justified. Rom. 4:25. The resurrection of Jesus is the eternal testimony of man’s innocence. Mankind now faces God’s verdict of acquittal. If through one man’s trespass mankind had to face the verdict of condemnation, much more through one man’s act of righteousness for all men resulting in justification of life. Rom. 5:18.  The one who died for the many. Mankind faces what the gospel announces as their personal acquittal and innocence. How shall we escape? There is no other escape if we neglect such a great salvation.  

 

We are not here to compete with man’s opinion. God’s opinion is not under threat– 2Cor.10:12. While men compare themselves amongst themselves, they are without understanding. But you know what Jesus said about Peter’s identity. He said: “upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” – Math. 16:18.  What does Hades mean?  It is derived from the words “ha + ideis, not to see”. Hades means to fail to perceive. The people who are in Hades are those who do not see their spirit identity. Darkness blinded their minds to an inferior identity, to a foreign reference, a reference limited to the senses. The god of this world blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel. Unbelief empowers a defeated enemy. 2Cor.4:4.

 What is the purpose and the exclusive commission of the church – to reveal man’s true identity in the face of Christ, as in a mirror. Of His own will He brought us forth by the Word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures. James.1:18. Can a woman forget her suckling child? Do not be a man who sees the face of his birth as in a mirror and then go away and submit yourself again to a lesser identity and forget and reason contrary to the truth. The Amplified Bible says in Jam.1:22 – to reason contrary to the word of truth that brought you forth, that birthed you in His likeness and in His image. To gather and consider any information that questions the integrity of God’s opinion is deception. What a fool man becomes. Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous his thoughts. Let Him turn to the Lord who has abundantly pardoned. How the perfect law of liberty speaks with its own authority concerning you. The Word separates you unto Him. I council you to cast off every weight that would seek to cling to you, cast off religion from your minds. Refuse restriction in your encounter with God.

 

We travelled to Natal last week and it struck me how man succeeded to build highways to speed and interlink cities to his benefit, so that man’s trade can flow unhindered. How man succeeded in fax machine development and how he succeeded to build a highway in the wilderness. Exactly as Isaiah saw it in Is. 35:8 – “A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.” Redemption cannot be anything less than what Isaiah saw in Is. 40:3-4. Every mountain, every hill shall be brought low. Every obstruction, every excuse to have a lesser experience in God’s presence, every valley shall be filled up, every crooked place shall be made straight, every rough place smooth. Doesn’t that become attractive enough? Every rough place – no excuse for broken fellowship – No excuse for inferior fellowship. God is faithful, He has called us into fellowship of His Son – I Cor.1:9. God does not see any inferior fellowship for you than what His Son enjoys, a perfect innocence – unhindered, unbroken innocence before the Father.

 

Rom.6:17 – “Thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching (form of doctrine or mould) to which you were entrusted (delivered, moulded)”.  The word obedient in the Greek means literally “to hear accurately”, to discover your mould, your origin, in the standard of teaching that is being preached to you. The Greek word, tupos means mould. The Dodridge translation says – “The model of doctrine for instruction into which you were delivered as into a mould”. I loved what Machiel said about his father’s business in concrete: how the mould would carry the exact impression, and determines the exact definition of the shape and size of the cast. “You who pursue righteousness, you who seek to discover your true identity – look to the Rock from which you were cut” – Is.51:1. The model of instruction into which you were delivered as into a mould. The Hudson translation says, “the regulative force of teaching you were taught.” The new creation was moulded in the mould of Christ. It is easy, automatic and natural for our hearts to respond to preaching that preach the right mould to the person, namely the truth of our lives as it is revealed in Christ Jesus. Obedience is a natural outflow out of the heart of man, when he gets persuaded that he is standing complete in the obedience of Christ. 2Cor.10:6. Paul says, the open statement of the truth in our lives, appeals to every man’s conscience!” 2Cor.4:2. This is the living Epistle that is known and read by all men! 2Cor.3:2. 

 Let’s go to Gal. 3:8 – “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the Gospel beforehand to Abraham saying – In you shall all the nations be blessed”.  In you all the nations will discover the truth about their identity.  Look at Is. 51:1-2.  “Consider the Rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which you were dug, consider Abraham, your father.” – but Abraham was only the father of the Jews, wasn’t he?  “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” The word blessed, in the Greek means to discover the logic definition of God’s “well done.” Ascribe greatness to our God, His work is perfect. You do not need to apologise for His workmanship. You are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. He is the mould and you were associated in Him from before the fall of the world.   

Let’s go to Gal.3:26 – “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” Through whose faith?  Who could believe such a thing? “From faith to faith” – Rom.1:17. Your faith has its origin in God’s conviction concerning you. God is persuaded about you! According to Luke 3:38 Adam was created as a son of God. It could be nothing else, because Col. 1:16 states the fact that all things were created in Christ Jesus. All things were created through Him and for Him. After the fall, man was living as a slave of sin, a servant of the of devil, but that couldn’t change the fact that in God’s heart He was still looking to man and treating him as a son. The reason for this was because sin couldn’t change the fact that man in his inner being, was still bearing the image and likeness of God. “For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self.” Rom.7:22. Even though he became a slave of sin, man still knows in his inmost self the distant voice of his original design. In Luk.15:11-32 we see in the parable of the lost son that the father was always addressing his sons as sons, in spite of the actual state they were living in. (See also Gen. 5:1-3; Deut. 32:6, 18-19; “I say, "You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;” Ps. 82:6; (Jesus quotes this psalm to the Pharisees who are ready to stone Him! Jhn.10:30-35) Is. 45:9-13; Mal. 2:10 and Luke 2:14) God was never pleased with sin and although the rightful claim of sin changed man’s experience of himself, it couldn’t change the position man always accommodated in the heart of God, namely that of a son.

 

With the coming of Christ, Emanuel, God again gathered together everything and everyone into Himself! – Eph.1:10. Of God, of His faith we are in Christ Jesus! – I Cor.1:30 and 2Cor.5:18.  In the Beloved we were all made accepted and received the adoption as sons by Christ Jesus Himself – Eph. 1:5-6.  God redeemed in Christ Jesus all those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons – Gal.4:5. In Christ Jesus, the rightful claim of sin upon man was condemned in the flesh (Rom.8:3) and the sonship relationship of man towards God as his Father was fully restored.  Everything such as enmity, guilt and the dividing wall of hostility, that could hinder a hundred percent sonship relationship, was taken away in Christ Jesus. Eph.2:14-16. As Jesus is now, so are we in this world. 1Jn.4:17.

 

Through the cross of Calvary the whole world died in Christ Jesus, (2Cor.5:14) and through the resurrection of Christ, the whole world was birthed as one new creation in Christ Jesus – Rom.4:25, 1Pet.1:3; 2 Cor.5:17-19; Eph.2:5,6,15. Out of His will He brought us forth – Jam.1:18.  From faith, to faith! From God’s faith initiative in Christ Jesus, leading to man’s experience of faith. Nothing can change the truth of our standing in Christ. “For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth”. 2Cor.13:8. According to Gal.3:15 no one annuls or adds to what God has done for us in Christ Jesus in the new covenant. Eccl.3:14 confirms this clearly – “I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.  God does it, that men should fear before Him”.

 

People are asking – “what about John 8.44 where Jesus said that the Pharisees have the devil as their father?”  One thing is clear; and that is that God created man through Jesus Christ, and because of that, man has the image and likeness of God. With the fall of man in Gen.3, man came totally under the dominion of sin, because the devil legally got all the rights to rule him. Despite of all this, God remained the unchallenged Author and Creator, and man and the universe are still his property. With the creation of man, God gave all the rights to reign on earth, to man, and through the fall of man, it fell into the hands of the devil. Luke 4:6. This also didn’t change the fact that God was still actively involved in His creation, and above all He was still for man and his good. “If God be for us, who can be against us!” The fall of man had everything to do with the rights to reign, but because of that man was not now suddenly born out of the devil. He was totally under his control. The devil reigned over man through the law of sin. Whether sin was a nature living in man, or a law oppressing him from the outside, is not the most important question. The state of man in the Old Testament under the rule of a foreign force, cannot change the truth about God’s eternal purpose. The fact was that man was living in total depravity because of the fall, although he was still bearing the image and likeness of God. In the death and resurrection of Christ all the rights that the devil had upon the human race, was bought back, and the whole human race was born again, from above through Jesus Christ – James 1:18 and I.Pet.1:3. Jesus said that they have the devil as father, because their ignorance about Christ showed that they were living under the control of the devil, the father of lies. It is to these same Pharisees that Jesus says 2 chapters later in John 10, “I say you are gods, all of you are sons of the Most High!” Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. The devil claimed father rights from the outside, but God is claiming today Father rights from the inside, because of our birth through Him. Satan is only the father of lies.

 

Turn with me to Col.1:6. I love this gospel. It speaks here of the Word of truth, the Gospel, which comes to you. It says that you bear fruit from the day you UNDERSTOOD the grace of God in truth. Such a lie has been told about God’s grace. God’s grace has been pictured as a weak excuse for sin. Let us say that we will continue in sin so that grace may abound and next Sunday we make sure that we really mean it when we say “ons het o Heer u wet weerstrewe, genade is al wat ons om pleit.” (Oh God we transgressed your law and now plead for mercy yet again!) It is all we ask God. Just be merciful for one more week, at least. This is not asking too much, is it God?  But from the day you hear and understand the grace of God in truth, you bear fruit. Verse 15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God.” You are in Him, secured in Him. Col. 1:19-20 says, “For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things.” (RSV)  Praise God for verse 20. If the scriptures were to stop at verse 19, it would exclude Jesus again yet one more time from man so that Simon could say – “Well you are the Christ the Son of the living God, but who am I?” Verse 20 is saying that God has reconciled all things through Christ to Himself. God has brought everything near to Himself and cancelled every definition of distance between God and man. That is why John 14.20 states – “In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you!”

 

Hallelujah! You see verse 20 again links you with Col.1:21 – “And you He reconciled, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds” what a description of that fallen nature forcing its will upon my life. “The good that I want to do I cannot do.” Rom.7:19,23. My mind and willpower were trapped in the dominion of sin. The law of sin and death had me in its clutches, the dominion of sin revealed itself in my conduct. You who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, you He has now reconciled. Not because you were cute or the brightest one in town, you who were estranged from God, hostile in your mind, in rebellion to your Maker, you He reconciled. He had you in mind while you were still a sinner! He reconciled you in the body of His flesh by His death in order to present you holy, blameless and irreproachable before Him – Eph.5:27. He did all of this while you were still shaking your fists at God, or just ignoring Him. That is exactly how He saw you, even before the foundation of the earth – holy blameless and irreproachable before Him – Eph.1:4 and I.Cor.1:8. There is nothing that can hinder His approval of you, because you are standing in perfect innocence! 

 

And now Col.1:27-28 – “To them God chose to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery in the Gentiles which is Christ in you the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus!”  Noutheteo – to put in mind, or to remind, is the Greek word translated here as warning every man. Awakening every man’s mind to the fact that the Gentiles are included in one man’s death and now God commands all men everywhere to come to their right mind and sin no more. Because He has fixed a day by which He would judge the world in righteousness and of this He has given assurance to all men by raising Jesus from the dead. Acts 17:31. The fact that He was able to raise Jesus from the dead means that all men stand acquitted before Him. If there is a sentence upon a criminal to serve at least 10 years imprisonment and the prisoner escapes after 5 years, the guilt cannot be lifted. He remains guilty. But if he serves his full term, he can walk out of those prison doors a free man. Jesus served humanity’s full sentence; He was raised because we were declared righteous. Rom.4:25. “If then you have been raised together with Him, occupy your mind with the things that are above.” Col.3:1-3. We only have to awaken every man and teach every man, in order to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

This gospel can only be measured in terms of every man. As much as all men came under guilt and all men came under the dominion of condemnation, the same mass of humanity came under the dominion of righteousness through one man’s obedience, through one man’s achievement upon the cross. There is no distinction. Rom.3:21-24. We are teaching every man in all insight, so that we may present every man in the full stature of Christ.

 

Col.2:9-10 says – “In Him there is all of God in a human body.” Deity does not feel embarrassed about, or confined and restricted in the human body. The earthen vessel is no hindrance to the treasure that it carries. You are in Him and in Him you enjoy the same fullness of life. You have come to fullness of life in Him. Presenting every man, not through religious ritual or teaching or education, to try to perhaps change the conduct of the thorn tree and to try and remove the spots from the leopard’s skin, but through the revelation of the rain that has come.  The highway was built in the wilderness. Now He commands all men everywhere to come to their right mind, because He has given assurance, He has given guarantee to your innocence when He raised Jesus from the dead.  And now the testimony of Christ is confirmed in you, for you have received full knowledge – 1Cor.1:5-6. John G. Lake said, “The only difference between Christ and us was His understanding of who He was”. There is no other difference! Man’s only reference was that the God of His origin, who is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient, caused all things to come into existence through the inherent power of His utterances.  He had brought all things to perfection because He had declared it through the Word of His power. Man’s perfection was sealed in the utterance of God. When He spoke He created. The Word became flesh and we beheld His glory. We can scrutinize, we can judge, we can seek to condemn and every time come to one conclusion – “Christ is all and in all” – Col.3:11. You condemn Paul!  Why don’t you examine yourselves? Do you not realize that Christ is in you!  2Cor.13:5,8. Christ in you is the expectation of the nations fulfilled in one final Word – in an eternal day that dawned.

 

While history could only record the death of one man, eternity recorded the death of the whole human race; the death of the last Adam and the resurrection of a new creation. We know that Jesus has come and that He has given us understanding to know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true. 1John 5:20.  For after two days He revived us, and on the third day He raised us up together with him – Hos. 6:2-3. Therefore let us know and press on to know the Lord who is true and we are in Him who is true. Who has heard of such a thing; can a nation be born in one day; can a people be brought forth in a moment? – Is.66:8. 

Our time spent in the flesh is to make all men see, whether from the pulpit or from the page or through personal contact, to display the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. We see our lives in only one light, God making His appeal through us. For God was in Christ when He reconciled the world to Himself not counting their trespasses against them. 2Cor. 5:14-21. 
Now God touches mankind through me! 
PAUL’S GOSPEL

In His letter to the Romans, Paul gives radical and immediate relevance to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a most distinguished fashion. 

In studying this pivotal book of the Bible, one begins to understand why Paul would so emphatically speak of his gospel. 

He erases any illusion that one could possibly add or subtract from this revelation. It concerns the total well-being of universal mankind; how the Creator succeeded in redeeming and restoring His image and likeness in human form. 

Paul is convinced that whatever happened to the human race because of Adam’s fall is far superseded in every possible proportion by the revelation of mankind’s inclusion in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He places the fall of Adam and every act of unrighteousness that followed against the one act of righteousness that God performed in Christ as the final acquittal of humanity.

Any instruction that still places the emphasis on man’s contribution according to the prescribed rules of the law to improve himself and his conduct, limits man again to personal discipline and effort under the futile system of the law of guilt and condemnation; and ignores the completed work of God in Christ. “Even a little leaven leavens the whole lump” he says in his letter to the Galatians (5:9).
The revelation of righteousness by faith unveils how God in Christ succeeded in restoring man’s lost sense of identity and innocence. The etymological essence of the word, ‘righteousness’ in its root form, diké, implies the idea of two parties finding likeness in each other; with no interference of any sense of blame, guilt or inferiority.

In his Epistles Paul declares in no uncertain terms that he did not make any effort to learn or borrow his revelation of the gospel from the original eleven disciples of Jesus. 

“For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that I preach is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 

But God separated me from my mother’s womb and identified me through the revelation of His grace.

It pleased Him to reveal His Son in me, in order that I might preach Him in the Gentiles. I deliberately did not consult with anyone…” (Galatians 1:11,12,15-17).

 

One would think that Paul missed out on a golden opportunity immediately after his conversion in that he did not study first-hand the detailed eye-witness information which the apostles had to offer him about Jesus of Nazareth. 

But the impact of his encounter had distanced him even from the value he had previously placed on his own noble birth. Whatever gain he felt that he might have had as a descendant of the prominent lineage of Benjamin is discounted against the revelation of the greater spiritual identity of man. 

“From now on therefore I no longer know any man from a human point of view...” (2 Corinthians 5:16). “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, nor slave nor freeman, nor African nor Chinese, nor European nor American, neither male nor female...” (Galatians 3:28).

Nothing distinguishes an individual more than the revelation of his original identity as preserved, restored and revealed again in Christ. In Christ, the image and likeness of the invisible Creator is accurately displayed again in human form. “It is in Him that God gives a full and complete expression of Himself. Moreover, your own completeness is realised only in Him” (Colossians 1:15; 2:9-10 Phillips Translation).

“He is not far from each one of us,” Paul reminds the philosophers of Athens. “In Him we live and move and have our being; we are indeed His offspring...” (Acts 17:27,28). The inner mirror of Christ says it all. Our likeness to Christ revealed within us brings real transformation; this realisation is so much more effective than wishful thinking, mere ‘window shopping’ or the exercise of our willpower. (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Not once in Paul’s Epistles does he make mention of any miracles performed by Jesus, neither does he refer to any parable told by Him.

His mission and message was not to proclaim Christ revealed in history, but Christ revealed in us. (Romans 8:10). He celebrates the harvest revealed in the single grain of wheat that would have remained alone, had it not been sown into the earth and died. (John 12:23,24).
The mystery that was hidden from generations of people was not understood by any of the rulers of this world. God documented this mystery in Christ’s incarnation for man’s glorification. Had they understood this they would never have crucified the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2:6-9). But they did not understand the mystery of God’s plan, how mankind was to be fully represented and included in Christ; how one would die for all, and how simultaneously all indeed died in His death (2 Corinthians 5:14). They did not know that all of humanity would be represented in the single act of one man and thus disarm the claim of darkness and ignorance over all people. “God has overlooked the times of ignorance” (Acts 17:30). History recorded the death and resurrection of one individual, eternity recorded the death of mankind and the new birth of the human species.

We have in our ignorance given far too much credit to the devil. He is defeated and disarmed. In the revelation of the gospel, he is brought to nought and rendered completely powerless. (1 Corinthians 2:6-8; Colossians 2:14-15). His sole aim has always been to keep mankind as ignorant as he himself was concerning their inclusion in Christ. It was our ignorance and unbelief that empowered him to do so.

The only reference in the Old Testament to the resurrection on the 3rd day includes us! “On the third day He will raise us up.” (Hosea 6:1,2). This is the scripture which ignited Paul’s understanding that we are all co-included in His death and triumphant resurrection. 

On whose terms were we qualified for inclusion?

“All this is from God,” says Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:18; “Of God are we in Christ.” (1 Corinthians 1:30) “The ends of the earth in their future generations will know that the Lord has wrought it!” (Psalms 22:31). This was accomplished on our behalf while we were still dead in our sins; while we were hostile and indifferent towards God (Ephesians 2:5,6). Because we were raised together with Christ, let us now engage and occupy our thoughts with Throne Room realities and not with the futile contradictions and distractions of a lesser life (Colossians 3:1-3). 

After 3 years spent in isolation in Arabia, Paul visits Jerusalem for two weeks and deliberately sees only two of the Apostles - Cephas and James, the Lord’s brother. What was it that distinguished Peter and James, the younger brother of Jesus, from the rest of the disciples? Why was Paul attracted specifically to them? Both these men shared a rare revelation with Paul: they no longer knew Jesus from a human point of view; they had discovered their own true identity in Christ. 
Paul refers to Peter as Cephas in order to emphasise the meaning rather than the familiar sound of his name! In Greek, the written language of his day, the word for rock was “Petros”, but in the spoken language, Aramaic, the word was “Cephas”.
In Matthew 16 Jesus asks the most important question in the Bible, “Who do men say the son of man is?” By revelation, Simon asserts in response that Jesus is not the son of Joseph, but the Messiah. He is the promise of man’s redemption, the image and likeness of God restored to and fully displayed in human form; the son of the living God.

Notice how Jesus responds to him: “Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father. If I am the son of God then so are you. Your surname is no longer derived from your natural father in the flesh but from the Rock that begot you. (“You have forgotten the rock that begot you and the God who gave birth to you...” Deuteronomy 32:18. “Look to the Rock from which you were hewn…” Isaiah 51:1) Upon this Rock, I will build My church (Greek, ekklésia). 

The church is God’s answer to man’s lost identity. The word ‘ekklesia’ which Jesus introduces here does not refer to a building or an organisation, but to the original divine identity of mankind restored and revealed anew in Christ as in a mirror. The Greek preposition, ek, always refers to origin or source (see 1 Corinthians 1:30, Hebrews 2:11) and klésia, (from kaléo) means to surname or to identify by name. The essential meaning and purpose of the church then is to extend the ministry of Jesus Christ which is to unveil the true Christ-like identity of every man. “We were born anew into a living hope when Jesus was raised from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3).

 

Why, in addition to Peter, did Paul also visit James? (Gal.1:19). What had happened to James since the time when he had been standing distanced and indifferent to the ministry of his brother, Jesus? (“Even His brothers did not believe in Him…” John 7:5). What had brought him to write that our birth is of the Father of lights who brought us forth by the word of truth? Our true beginning is in God; we are God’s invention. And “if any man hears this word he sees the face of his birth as in a mirror.” He also states that it is possible to forget what manner of man you are, if you are being distracted from a faith-informed focus in the mirror of likeness, and revert again to the double-minded opinion of the flesh (James 1:17,18,24).

In 1 Corinthians 15:7 Paul specifically mentions that Jesus had also appeared to James after the resurrection. I believe that the meaning of the ministry of Jesus dawned on him there. He now knew that his brother was indeed the Messiah. He suddenly understood that just like Jesus, his own genesis began in God, and indeed every man’s true birth was now represented and revealed in the resurrection. Joseph and Mary could not parent their original spirit design. 

Paul is convinced that something happened to mankind in the death and resurrection of Christ. The resurrection mirrors everyone’s new birth. This happened even before we knew about it. “He made us alive together with Him while we were still dead in our sins and raised us up together with Him” (Ephesians 2:5). When Paul preaches the resurrection in Acts 13, he uses Psalm 2 as his text: “Today I have begotten you.” (Acts 13:30-33). “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1Corinthians 15:22). Jesus was not the second but the last Adam. The old things (the old Adamic race), have passed away. “The first Adam became a living soul, the last Adam was a life-giving Spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45).  

“I am persuaded that because one died for all, therefore all have indeed died. From now on therefore I no longer regard any man from a human point of view; in Christ, man has become a new creation. The old things have passed away; behold, everything has become new” (2 Corinthians 5:14,16,17).  

When did all of mankind die? In Paul’s logic, this happened when Jesus died. Jesus in His person represented all of God in human form and at the same time the whole of mankind.

Jesus did not come to start the Christian religion; He came to reveal every man’s true origin, identity and innocence. When the gospel was first preached to the Greeks, Barnabas was sent by the church in Jerusalem to investigate the reports. He saw the grace of God evident in them and instead of reporting back to the leadership of Jerusalem he immediately fetched Paul and gave him his first public pulpit. He knew and understood Paul’s revelation of Christ in man. It is no surprise to learn then that it was here in Antioch where for the first time believers were called Christians (Acts 11).

“Ask of me the nations and I will give you the ends of the earth as your inheritance!” (Psalm 2:7-8). The conclusion of the cross is that the ends of the earth shall remember (their forgotten identity, Deuteronomy 32:18) and turn to the Lord (Psalm 22:27). 

“I proclaim Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery which was concealed in silence in the sequence of timeless ages, but now is made publicly known, mirrored in prophetic scripture.” (“Surely He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement that brought us peace was upon Him and by His stripes we were healed” Isaiah 53:4,5). And now the God of the ages has issued His mandate to make the mystery known in such a way that all the nations of the earth will discover the lifestyle (obedience) that the hearing of faith ignites” (Romans 16:25,26). 

“The conclusion is clear: it took just one offence to condemn mankind; one act of righteousness declares the same mankind innocent. The disobedience of the one man exhibits humanity as sinners, the obedience of another man exhibits humanity as righteous. (Romans 5:18,19).

The principle of faith, then, is to see what God sees. God calls things which seem not to be as though they were (Romans 4:17). “While we look not at the things that the senses observe, but we look at the revelation of the unseen as it is unveiled in our understanding through the mirror reflection of the Gospel of Christ. (2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Cor.4:18). 

Heb 2:8 “God's intention was for man to rule on the planet; He subjected everything without exception under his control. Yet it does not seem like that at all.

2:9 But what we do see is Jesus. In the death He suffered He descended for a brief moment below the lowest ranked angel in order to taste the death of the whole human race and thus fulfill the grace of God to be crowned again with glory and highly esteemed honor.

2:10  He towers far above everything in conspicuous prominence since He himself is the only relevance of everything’s true existence (all that is finds their true definition only in Him) He remains both the origin and the final conclusion of all things. He now summons every son of His to His own glory through a perfect salvation. The degree of the suffering He bore equals the perfection of the salvation He now heads up.

2:11 Because both He who performed the rescuing act and those rescued and restored to innocence, originate from the same womb, He proudly introduces them to be identified as His immediate family.”
FROM FAITH TO FAITH

Paul understands the secret to the power of the gospel; it is in the revelation of the righteousness of God. Rom.1:16,17. That is how God succeeded through the obedience of Christ on behalf of the whole human race, to deal with sin and the power of the devil. God has not only forgiven us our sins but He has also broken the power of sinfulness over the human body. Salvation involves so much more than just a cleaning-up operation, it is not just the cobwebs that must be dealt with its about the killing of the spider! The law proved to man that his best effort to live above sin will disappoint and fail him again and again. The good that I want to do I cannot, even if I delight to do good in my inner man, the law of sin and death hold me captive. Who shall deliver me from this body of death? Must I cut off my members and pluck out my eyes in order to stop me from sin? ““The bond, with its legal requirements, which was in force against us and was hostile to us, He cancelled, and cleared it out of the way, nailing it to His Cross. And the hostile princes and rulers He shook off from Himself, and boldly displayed them as His conquests, when by the Cross He triumphed over them.” Col.2:14,15. The human body of Jesus on the cross was the legal document of mankind’s guilt. His resurrection is now the receipt of mankind’s acquittal. 
Faith is to see what God sees in the once and for all sacrifice of Jesus. Rom.4:25 says He was put to death because of our trespasses but He was raised because we were justified. If God did not believe that enough happened in His death to deal with our sin and restore us to righteousness, Jesus would not be raised! It is the standard of teaching that determines the standard of faith.

The measure of faith.

“To every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Ep.4:7. …until we all come into the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a full-grown man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;” 4:13 . 

I believe that first of all we need to distinguish between the two kinds of faith, the faith of man and the faith of God. James speaks of 2 kinds of wisdom, the wisdom that comes to us from above, or the wisdom of the earth that we either inherit through tradition and culture or cultivate through experience and sense-related information. 

Ultimately there are only 2 kinds of faith, but within the range of these 2 types there are certainly different degrees of conviction. Jesus speaks of little faith and big faith. Man's faith is restricted to man's ability to be positively convinced about something within the scope of his information, experience and the testimony of his senses. Man's own faith feeds on his reason.

It is important to understand that man is faith-compatible; man can be persuaded, some easier than others. If it were not possible for man to be persuaded then all of God's dealing with us would be in vain. Heb.6:17.

In 2 Peter 1:1 Peter speaks of those who have obtained a like precious faith with us through the righteousness of our God and our Savior Jesus Christ, or as the RSV puts it, “a faith of equal standing through the righteousness of God.” 

It is important to note that the righteousness of God (that which God achieved on man’s behalf) measures the only basis for equality in man’s standing before God according to the revelation of the New Testament. The word righteousness comes from the Anglo Saxon word, rightwiseness, wise in that which is right. In Greek the root word for righteousness, is the word dike, which means two parties finding likeness in each other. The Hebrew word for righteousness is the word tzadok, which refers to the beam in a scale of balances. If God is the standard measure, then that which reflects His likeness and image alone will balance the scale.

Eph 4:1 walk worthy axios  (:7,13 the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ)

Thayer Definition for axios:
1) weighing, having weight, having the weight of another thing of like value, worth as much

2) befitting, congruous, corresponding to a thing

Anything that man achieves through personal diligence, discipline and effort will be reflected on different scales. Like with athletes contesting a race, only one wins, while the rest are rated accordingly. “Now to a labourer, his wages are not counted as a favor or a gift, but as an obligation.” Romans 4:4. 

The New Testament is the revelation of God’s initiative and grace gift to mankind. Grace communicates the inclusion of mankind in God’s love-gift. Under the old Covenant, fallen mankind falls short in their effort to please God through their performance under the law. The best the law could accomplish was to instruct man concerning that life quality that man in his inner self delighted in and agreed with, yet failed to express with any authority or consistency because of the supremacy of the law of sin in his flesh. Paul writes to those who are familiar with the law and the frustration of seeking righteousness under the law. Rom 7:1. “For I do not understand my own actions [I am baffled, bewildered]. I do not practice or accomplish what I wish, but I do the very thing that I loathe [which my moral instinct condemns]. Now if I do [habitually] what is contrary to my desire, [that means that] I acknowledge and agree that the Law is good (morally excellent) and that I take sides with it. “For I endorse and delight in the Law of God in my inmost self. But I discern in my bodily members [in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh] a different law (rule of action) at war against the law of my mind (my reason) and making me a prisoner to the law of sin that dwells in my bodily organs [in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh].”Romans 7:15-16, 22-23.

Righteousness under the law was measured only by man’s personal performance. “For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law (as a measure or means) for righteousness for everyone who believes. Romans 10:3-4. The essence of faith according to Paul in Romans 1:16+17, is the fact that God’s righteousness is revealed in such a way that man can see himself represented and included in the gift of God’s grace. “Surely He has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was on Him; and with His stripes we ourselves are healed. Isaiah 53:4-5. Mathew understood that the ministry of Jesus was the fulfillment of this prophesy, “And they brought to Him many who had been possessed with demons. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick so that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying, "He took on Himself our weaknesses and bore our sicknesses." Matthew 8:16-17.

God’s work of redeeming mankind was not in the first place an effort to improve or upgrade our conduct and behavior; He rescued His image and identity in man. The “life more abundantly” that Jesus restored man to, can only be measured by the original blueprint of God’s image and likeness. John 10:10, Gen.1:26. 

“So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ.” Rom.10:17  “In these last days he has spoken to us in a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, He is the exact representation of His being.” Heb1:2,3. 

When Jesus begins His ministry He does two things before He heals, He proclaims (preaches) and He teaches. We do not often find Him healing people at random with the 'magic-wand' as it were. He first establishes a platform for faith. Then, He often says, "let it be to you according to your faith..." In Mark 11:22-24 the Greek text reads, "Have the faith of God. Believe that what you say will be. When you pray, believe that you have received it and it will be yours." 

Now at what point does God's faith become my faith? One would have thought that Jesus could say, "let it be to you according to God's will or God's power to heal you" He desires however for us to participate in the revelation of the authority of His Word made flesh so that we can know that His word is near us in our heart and in our mouth. He came to restore humanity to the original image, identity and authority of God, in the same capacity that His image was revealed in the flesh in Adam before the fall. He was not into show business and mere entertainment. Man does not stand in a remote control robot-like relationship to God; that would destroy any sense of intimacy and spontaneity, it would reduce man to a mere recipient and not a participant. 

Faith was never meant to merely restore man to health; the faith of God sees man restored to wholeness, and innocence as the foundation to an unrestricted friendship and fellowship with God.  Abraham's faith was reckoned to him as righteousness, long before Isaac was born. Isaac was not Abraham's reward, God was! "I am your exceeding great reward" We often reduce faith to our capacity to deal with disease and sin, and fail to see the bigger picture. "What is easier to say, "Your sins are forgiven" or "Rise, take up your bed and walk!" Jesus didn't say to the woman caught in the act of adultery, "Go, try and sin less, gradually" He said, "Go and sin no more!" Jesus had information about us, about our original design and capacity, of a much higher level and authority to what we knew about ourselves in our experience under the fall. The sinners were attracted to Jesus not because He preached a compromised set of rules that lowered the standard of the law; He came as the mirror reflection of man’s true identity! 

In Romans 1:16,17 Paul speaks confidently about the secret of the power of the gospel as being the revelation of the righteousness of God, from faith to faith. The righteousness of God is in sharp contrast to the righteousness of man. The gospel reveals how God succeeded on man's behalf to rescue mankind from the dominion of an inferior identity and slavery to an inferior lifestyle. God's act of faith is the origin of our faith; He is the author and the finisher of our faith. (Heb 12:1) In Acts 14:1 Luke writes that Paul preached in such a way, that many believed. In verse 9 we see Paul looking intently at a man in his audience and saw in the man's face that this man had faith to be made well. Where did this man’s faith come from? The way Paul explained Jesus to him obviously brought about a transformation in his reasoning and thinking! Faith comes to us through what we hear, anything we hear and ponder impacts our belief. This can be positive or negative. Paul's preaching declares the death and resurrection of Jesus not as a mere historic and heroic event, but as the revelation of God's eternal mystery and plan to rescue His image and likeness in the human body. Paul understands that mankind co-died in His death and were co-raised with Jesus and in the faith of God are now co-seated with Him in heavenly places. He sees us fully included and represented in this once and for all sacrifice. The obedience of this one man Jesus outperforms and supersedes the effect of the disobedience of the one man Adam! Paul understands what it was that the prophets saw when they announced His wounds and death as ours and our co-resurrection together with Him. Is.53:4,5 and Hosea 6:2,3. The faith of God comes to us in hearing what it was that God saw in Christ, how perfectly we were included in His life, death and resurrection. The standard of teaching we submit to will set the pace to the standard of life and experience we will enjoy. Rom. 6:17. "We know that the Son of God has come and He has given us understanding to know Him who is true and we are in Him who is true!" 1Jhn.5:20. "Of God are you in Christ, whom God made to be our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption." 1Cor.1:30. "If we have received the testimony of man, the testimony of God is greater." 1Jhn.5:9 "Even as the testimony of Christ is confirmed in you" 1 Cor 1:6. "He associated us in Him before the foundation of the world." Paul does not ask us to be presumptuous and assume something ridiculous and beyond our reach or God's intention when he appeals to us to reckon ourselves dead to sin. The Greek word logizomai means to make a calculation to which there can only be one logical conclusion. Rom.6:11.

ROM.6:11 “So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.

13Do not yield your members to sin as weapons of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as weapons of righteousness.

14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!

16Do you not know that if you yield yourselves to any one as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

17But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,

18and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.”
If the standard of teaching or understanding I submit myself to, justifies the fact that I will never have complete victory over sin then that determines the standard of my experience. Paul says however, ”I refuse to tamper with God’s Word.” 2Cor.4:2.

Jesus is both the source (incentive) and the substance of our faith. (The Author and Finisher of our faith.) Jesus said to the woman caught in the act of adultery, “Go and sin no more!”

John writes to believers at different levels of maturity, children, young men and fathers. If victory over sin was a maturity-related thing, he would have told the fathers to start getting their act together and live above sin. Instead he says to the little children, “I am writing this to you that you may not sin, but if (not when) any one perhaps sin (sin is not the expected thing) we have an advocate before the Father. We are positively represented there. 1John 2:1. 

In Rom.3:3 Paul asks, “what if some are unfaithful? Does their unfaithfulness nullify the faithfulness of God? By no means! God remains true though all men be false.” In 2Cor.13:5,8 he says that we can do nothing against the truth. As sad as it is when Christians, at any level of their lives sin, their sin cannot change the integrity of God’s act of loving grace on mankind’s behalf. We can never afford to use someone else’s experience as a standard or excuse to sin ourselves.

The word translated, confession is the Greek word homologeo, which means, to say the same thing (homo, the same, logeo to speak.) John says we must get our light from God, we must walk in the light as He is in the light, because in His light do we see the light. 1John 1:5, Ps.36:9. What is God‘s light on sin and sickness? God has no hesitance or doubt about the fact that Jesus dealt successfully with the sin and disease problem of man in His own body in His death and resurrection. God doesn’t have any other light to walk in. He doesn’t see our forgiveness and victory over sin and disease in any other way. 1John 5:9. God celebrates a Sabbath of perfect redemption. He encourages us to enter into His rest, to see what He sees, to know what He knows and to say what He says. Heb.4:10. Obviously John encourages us not to hide the fact that we have sinned if we did, but instead of telling God about our sin we must tell sin about our God! God is not like a Roman Catholic priest desiring the detailed information of my sin and sickness; He has forgotten my sin and has no desire to be reminded of it! Sin and sickness must hear my confession of the truth of the gospel. I died with Jesus and am now a new creation in His resurrection and rule and reign in this life over sin’s temptation and attraction. I overcome satan by the blood of the Lamb and the word of my testimony. The understanding of His obedience is my weapon of authority over satan’s deception. In God’s light do we see the light, By His stripes we were healed. Speak to sin, disease and sickness in the authority of the throne room of God. We are seated together with Christ in heavenly places. Eph.2:6, Col.3:1-3.

James says we often transgress in what we say, why do we say the wrong thing? Because we get distracted through various temptations and contradictions from the word of truth, the mirror reflection of our true identity and become trapped in double mindedness about ourselves, we go away from the positive influence that the truth has on us, and immediately forget what manner of man we are. But victory is for the one who looks deeply into the perfect law of liberty and remains in the focus-impact of what he sees there. Jam.1:25. If we know the truth and are persuaded in the truth we count temptation and contradiction all joy, because we know that the testing of our faith produces steadfastness and the fruit of steadfastness proves the fact that we are what Jesus reveals us to be, perfect complete and lacking in nothing! Jam.1:2-4 Therefore we must be quick to hear and slow to speak slow to anger. Jam.1:18,19. Don’t give anger your voice let the image and likeness of your true identity, the face of your birth revealed in the mirror reflection of the word of truth inspire your confession and conversation.

“We are complete in Him” Col 2:9,10.

“Of His fullness have we all received” Jn 1:16.

“His divine power has given us all things that are needful for life and godliness, through our knowledge of Him who has appealed to us by His own glorious perfections” 2Pet.1:3.

We have been bombarded for so long with excuses for sin, even from the pulpit; the truth is we are drawing from a reservoir of abundance and grace that cannot be limited. 

“How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” Heb.2:1. “Of God are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made to us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption;” 1 Corinthians 1:30.

“Therefore, surrounded as we are by such a vast cloud of witnesses, let us fling aside every encumbrance and the sin that so readily entangles our feet. And let us run without distraction and with confident endurance the race that lies before us” Heb.12:1.
The reward- vs. gift-principle:
Rom.4:1 “If we look at our father Abraham as an example and scrutinise his life, would you say that he discovered any reason for placing confidence in the flesh through personal contribution?”

What qualified Abraham to be the father of the multitudes of nations? The only part he played was his unwavering belief in God’s faith in him.

Rom.4:4 “In principle there is a large difference between a reward and a gift: if you have earned something through hard work; what you receive in return is your due and certainly not a gift.”
Life can be experienced on one of two levels, the reward- or the gift-principle. The reward is mostly predictable and always consistent with personal effort and achievement; whereas the gift dimension opens opportunity beyond any limitations to personal credit. “You say there are yet four months then comes the harvest, (the one you have planted and expected, your due,) I say, lift up your eyes and see a harvest that you did not labour for, this one is already ripe and ready to be reaped! (A harvest is only ripe when the seed in the fruit matches the seed that was sown.) John 4:35,38. The harvest we are able to plant and reap would satisfy for the moment, but in our make-up, we have an appetite that distinguishes us from the animal world, we are driven by a value pursuit in our quest to find a likeness that will satisfy us beyond our daily bread. See Job 28:1-12. “Man shall not live by bread alone but by the complete and original Word that brought him forth.” Deut.8:3, James 1:17,18. (Note the Hebrew word kol, translated ‘every Word of God,’ means the whole, the complete.) “From the mouth of God”, suggests the eye of the fountain, where there is no contamination or dilution. The Word that was from the beginning, (before translations or interpretations were) the Word that can never be anything but God, is the only Word that became flesh and now appeals in our conscience as the mirror of our own likeness. John 1:1,14, 2Cor.3:18. 

There is a dimension of life available to man that exceeds every bonsai boundary that we’ve imagined, inherited or created. “The thief comes with only one agenda, to steal, kill and destroy; (What is he after? Your knowledge of the likeness of God in human form!) Jesus came that you might have life more abundantly!” John 10:10. “If you continue in My Word, you will know the truth (about yourself) and the truth will set you free.” Christ gives true context and definition to life in its most complete display. “It is in Him that God gives a full and complete expression of Himself in a human body. Moreover, your own completeness is only realised in Him.” Col.2:9,10, Phillips translation. The original blueprint design is in tact in Him; this is the fuel of belief. Faith is not a blind-fold leap in the dark! Faith sees the complete picture. Neither is faith a luxury option, it is the substance of our being, it is our ears with which we hear the eternal voice, our enlightened eyes, and the hand with which we harvest life, and it is our only escape from the agenda of darkness. “Whatever is not prompted by faith is reduced to flesh.” Rom.14:23.
DONE!

FINE TUNING OUR TIMING

“NOW faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Heb.11:1 KJV. Getting the tenses right is always a big thing at school for any student of language; we cannot afford to get it wrong however, in our quest to grasp the revelation of faith. The Jews were so caught up in the future tense that they missed the Messiah in their midst! Two thousand years later they are still waiting for Him! Many sincere Christians today are caught up in the same trap. Either through some personal prophesies that keep them entertained with the future or interpreting the second coming of Jesus as their salvation from the evil of the day as if His first coming was a failure! 

In our confined definition of space and time we struggle with scriptures such as this one in Rom.4:17, “God calls things which are not as though they were!” Also in studying prophesy we wonder why the prophets speak in the past tense predicting the sufferings of Christ 700 years in advance. “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and by His stripes we were healed.” Is.53:5. Then Jesus revolutionises the concept of prayer in Mark 11:22,24. “Have the faith of God” He says, “Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be yours.” (No more begging, no more pleading!) Having read one of their favourite prophesies, He baffles His local fellowship with the statement, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing!” Luke 4:16-21. When the woman of Samaria begins to compare notes on religious traditions, He astounds her by revealing that the hour is coming and now is when neither on this mountain of Samaria, nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father; the true worshippers will worship Him in spirit and in truth. (All worship might be sincere, but not all worship is true!) John 4:21,23. It is clear that if Jesus is indeed the fullness of time, every possible interpretation of our life is challenged in the light of “now that faith has come.” Gal.3:23-26 and 4:1-4. 

THE CELEBRATION OF PERFECTION

One day I had the pleasure of taking a very famous photographer out on a scenic boat trip in Walker Bay. I could tell by the size of his camera equipment that he was not your average tourist. He explained to me that he needed to sell only two photographs a year to cover his budget! I was thrilled to watch the artist at work. With fluent skill he would exchange lenses and film without missing a moment. On our way back to the harbour we saw a flock of a few hundred Cape Cormorants. The next moment they all took off in flight; the rhythm and unison of their wings were like ballet reflecting on the water. Our photographer was happily clicking away when suddenly he shouted: “I’ve got it, I’ve got it!” It was wonderful to witness the joy in the man’s face. He knew that he had captured a moment that would perhaps be worth more than all his equipment put together. I watched him relax and enter his rest and understood that the Sabbath was a celebration of perfection, rather than a break from a busy schedule to observe a religious ritual! Gen.1:31. While he was carefully putting his equipment away, I became absorbed by the thought of photography; magic moments of light, shape, colour and movement arrested and stored on film to be reproduced countless times on glossy magazine pages. These galleries would be appreciated in any culture or language, at any time in the future. I imagined how the artist would file these gems in a way that nothing would be lost of the original picture; regardless of what would happen to the prints, whether they be framed, forgotten or destroyed. Almost like words storing images of rare beauty to be repeated at any time in any language or thought. 

In one of her classic novels, Gentian Hill, Elizabeth Goudge paints the picture of little Stella listening to her stepfather reading from the Bible: “All through the Book, even in the dreadful parts, the language would now and then suddenly affect her like an enchantment. The peculiarities of Father Sprigg’s delivery worried her not at all. It was as though his gruff voice tossed the words roughly in the air separate particles of no great value, and immediately they fell again transmuted, like the music of a peal of bells or raindrops shot through with sunshine and vista beyond vista of incomparable beauty opened before the mind. It was a mystery to Stella that mere words could make this happen. She supposed the makers of these phrases had fashioned them to hold their visions as one makes a box to hold one’s treasure, and Father Sprigg’s voice was the key grating in the lock, so that the box could open and set them free. That transmutation in the air still remained as unexplainable as the sudden change in herself, when at the moment of the magical fall her dull mind became suddenly sparkling with wonder and her spirit leaped up inside her like a bird…”  

For the first time in the age of the universe, the invisible Creator would display His image and likeness in visible form. Genesis 1:26. The mould of brilliance and perfection would be preserved for eternity in the Word that was from the beginning, in spite of Adam’s fall. Solomon saw a glimpse of this in Prov.8:22, “The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His work, the first of His acts of old; ages ago I was set up, at the first before the beginning of the earth. When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills were I was brought forth, I was daily His delight, rejoicing before Him always.”  Your original value, the way God knew you before He fashioned you in your mother’s womb, is still intact! Through the preaching of the gospel of truth, the magic of that eternal moment is revealed again in the face of Christ as in a mirror, so that the light of life might dawn in us and we may behold Him face to face, and that we may know ourselves even as we have always been known. 2Cor.4:2-7, 1Cor.13:10-12.

WE ARE INDEED HIS OFFSPRING

“Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock, His work is perfect!” Deut.32:3,4. “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.” Ep.2:10. “For in Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, all things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things and all things share their common origin and identity in Him.” Col.1:15-17. The Gospel cannot reveal a redemption or reconciliation of lesser implication than this: “For He has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of His will, according to His purpose which He has treasured in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and on earth.” Ep.1:9,10. “Everything that exists in heaven or earth finds its perfection and fulfilment in Him.” (Phillips translation) “All this is God’s doing; camouflaged in Christ as it were, God personally reconciled the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them.” 2Cor.5:19. The same perfection declared and celebrated in the Sabbath of Genesis 1 and 2 is now revealed in redemption and becomes the urgency of our appeal to humanity, to enter God’s rest, to see what God sees in order to co-know with Him and thus to cease from their own labours! Zeph.3:17. We cannot afford to see less in salvation than what God sees in it! “How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” Heb.2:3. How can we exaggerate redemption, if the half could not be told of Solomon’s wisdom and wealth? And Someone greater than Solomon has come! Luke 11:31.

In his famous address in Athens, (Acts 17) Paul reminds the Gentlemen of philosophy that the God they worship in ignorance is the God who made the world and everything in it, “being Lord of heaven and earth, He does not live in fancy decorated shrines made by man; nor is He served by human hands as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all men life and breath and everything. He made from one blood all nations of men to live across the whole earth. Even within their geographical boundaries of culture time and language, He is not beyond their reach; He is their true resonance! (Greek, psallo, to touch a string in order to make music) He is imself gives to all men life and breath and everythingnot far from each one of us, (He is not closer to the Jew than what He is to the Gentile!) for in Him we all live and move and have our being, for we are indeed His offspring.” He broke down every wall of division. Ep.2:13-16. Our origin in Him reveals our common identity. Heb.2:11. God is not the product of man’s best guess; He is bigger than religion’s biggest blunder or eloquence in their attempts to define Him. He is beyond extinction or threat and can never be reduced to either our clever or clumsy expression of philosophy or art. Our faith is not the fruit of our own invention or imagination, but the reflection of His initiative revealed in the person of Christ. God interrupted human history when for the first time since Adam, the brilliance of His image and likeness appeared again without flaw or distraction in the form of flesh, the exact expression of His character and Being. Heb.1:3, Col.1:15,16 “It is in Him that God gives a full and complete expression of Himself, in a human body; your own completeness is only realised in Him.” Col.2:9,10. Phillips. “The age of ignorance is now concluded; this calls for a radical change of mind; God appointed a day and a Person through whom He would judge the world in righteousness and of this He has given assurance to all men by raising Him from the dead!” Acts 17:22-31. Mankind’s judgement fell on one man; His resurrection from the dead is the eternal testimony of their acquittal. He is the only one who qualifies to represent both humanity and Deity in one Person before the highest court of justice. “We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, and He is the expiation for our sins and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 1John2:1,2. “He was put to death for our trespasses and raised because we were justified.” Rom.4:25. 

LIFE DAWNED

Sixty years after he last saw Jesus in the flesh, John, now in his nineties, reflects on the mystery that was revealed which transformed his life from an illiterate fisherman to a saint. He spent most of the latter part of his life (about 30 years) living in Asia Minor and more specifically at Ephesus, much of Paul’s emphasis in teaching therefore reflects in John’s writing. This he did either from Ephesus or from the Isle of Pathmos where he spent a few years in exile. (Compare Col.1:15-17, Jn 1:1-3,16-17, 1Jn 5:20.) He understands that the Word has both an eternal origin and destiny that could never be confined to an isolated island or experience, neither could the Word be trapped in human doctrine or tradition. No inferior translation or interpretation could reduce God’s original intent. 

The authentic integrity of God’s thought would forever be preserved and celebrated in the incarnation; human life would be the uninterrupted future of the Word. 

Notice how often John uses the word, ginomai, meaning birth or origin: ”In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things came into being (Gr.ginomai, from genos, to give birth to) through Him; and nothing has any authentic existence outside of their origin (Gr.ginomai) in Him. In Him was life and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness could not comprehend it. (Greek: kata+lambano, to seize upon, to grasp) The true light that enlightens every man has come into the world. The world was made (Gr.ginomai) through Him, yet the world knew Him not; He came to His own, and His own received Him not. (Gr.para+lambano, to grasp, associate with) But to everyone who by faith, comprehends Him to be their true origin, (Gr.lambano, comprehend, grasp, identify with) in them He confirms the integrity of their son-ship, (Gr.didomi, in this case to give something to someone that already belongs to them, thus to return) the fact that they already are His own, born from above, they have their beginning and their being in Him!’ (Gr.eksousia, integrity, legality, authority, legal grounds.) Jesus has come to reveal man’s true sonship; He vindicated our origin and design. ‘And the Word became (Gr.ginomai)  flesh and now tabernacles in us!’ John 1:1-14. “We are not preaching a new doctrine, but the word that was from the beginning; yet it is new in that what is true in Him is equally true in us!” 1 John 2:7+8.  In Him we discover that we are not here by chance or accident, or by the desire of an earthly parent, neither are we the product of a mere physical conception; we exist by the expression of God’s desire to reveal Himself in the flesh. His eternal, invisible Word, His Spirit-thought, became (Gr.ginomai, be born) flesh. James says: ‘Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth…if any man hears this word, he sees the face of his birth as in a mirror, he sees himself as he is from God’s point of view.’ Jm.1:17,18,23. 

God never compromised His original thought. The word became flesh and has taken up residence (tabernacled) in us, and we gazed with wonder and amazement upon the mystery of our inclusion in Him; (theaomai to gaze upon, to perceive) We saw His glory (Greek, doxa, the display of His opinion), the glory as of the original, authentic begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (The original mind, or opinion of God, preserved and now revealed in Christ. He is both the ‘only begotten’, monogenes, as in the authentic original mould, as well as the first born from the dead. Col.1:18, 1Pet.1:3) He is the revelation of our completeness. ‘And of His fullness have we all received, grace against grace.’ (Gr.garin anti garitos, grace undeserved) ‘For the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. He who is in the bosom of the Father, the only (original, authentic) begotten of the Father, He is our guide who accurately declares and interprets the invisible God within us.’ Jn.1:1-5, 9-14,16-18. “The Word that was from the beginning, what initial reports concerning Him have reached our ears, what we indeed bore witness to with our own eyes to the point that we became irresistibly attracted to Him; what it was that met our gaze and the touch of our hands, yes, life dawned! (Gr.psallo, to touch the string of a musical instrument, thus resonance) The same life that was with the Father from the beginning, now dawned on us! The infinite life of the Father became visible before our eyes in a human person! This life now finds expression in a fellowship union with the Father and the son that is without limit or interruption. In all these years since the ascension of Jesus, John continues to enjoy unhindered friendship with God and desires to extend this same fellowship through his writing to every believer, “so that joy may be yours in full measure.”      1 John 1:1,2,4. 

Has the rain a Father?

Who begot the drops of dew?

Who birthed the morning?

Caused the dawn to know its place?

Have you comprehended the expanses of the earth?

Have you comprehended their origin?

He knows you by name

His design is His claim

He boldly declares, “Measure Me”

Have you measured your heart?

Have you measured the volume of your being?

He has chosen you to accommodate the fullness of His dream

Have you comprehended? He is at home within your heart,

A dwelling built within you without walls.

Take My love to its conclusion.

Take My love to every man,

Count the stars, count the sand

Measure the nations in My Hand,

Come on now, measure Me

I fulfil your eternity.  (Anthea van der Pluym ACTS TEAM)
THE SON OF MAN IS THE SON OF GOD

God’s eternal Word is wrapped up in the revelation of our sonship. Jesus is now the full expression in one Person of all the fragments of God’s thought concerning man’s true identity and redemption, as communicated in the law and the prophets. “In many and various ways He spoke in glimpses to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken His heart to us in a son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the ages. He is the brilliant reflection of the glory (the original opinion) of God; He is the exact engraved signet-character of the essence of God’s Person. He is the force of the universe and sustains everything that is, by His utterance! Everything that exists finds its significance in Him! His mission was to restore mankind to innocence by blotting out their sin. Having accomplished this Himself, He now occupies the throne room of God’s majesty! His very Being represents our innocence! Once and for all He freed us from a sin-consciousness! Heb.1:1-3, Heb.9:6-14, Heb.10:1-3,10,14. “In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Col.2:3,9,10. (His incarnation unlocks the secret code that unveils the mystery of man’s inclusion in Christ. His death proclaims the fact that “we have died and our lives are now hid with Christ in God.” Col.3:3) He is the theme of scripture! God associated us in Christ before the foundation of the world! Ep.1:4. ‘It is from Him that we take our origin’ 1Cor.1:30  Knox. 

It is such a glorious thing to discover that the true context of scripture is not its historic or even traditional setting, but a reality of far greater relevance, our sonship! Heb.1:1,2. All of scripture finds its relevance only in its relation to the revelation of Christ as truly representing mankind; He is our true identity! “You search and ponder the scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me.” Jn.5:39. Scripture points to Christ and Christ reveals us! “ And we all, with new understanding, see ourselves in Him as in a mirror; thus we are changed from an inferior mindset to the revealed opinion of our true Origin. 2Cor.3:18. When we read Scripture in the light of redemption, the Bible becomes a new Book. “The letter kills, but the spirit gives life, My words are spirit and life.” Jn.6:63. The Bible confused and divided more people than any other book yet its spirit-message remains eternally intact in one man, the Word that became flesh, He reveals every man! “If you continue in My Word (The Word that was from the beginning, the Word that is God, the Word that became flesh and dwells in us) you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free, whom the son makes free is free indeed.” John 8:31,32,36. Mankind’s freedom is in discovering their true sonship! This is the truth as it is in Christ. Ep.4:21. “As He is so are we in this world.” 1Jn.4:17. To know the truth about ourselves as it is revealed in Christ is what frees us to be who we are. He is not an example for us but of us! The only faith that is worth pursuing is the faith of God; what God believes concerning us concerns us, and deserves our undivided attention. God’s faith is on display in the Person, the life, death and resurrection of Christ. God believes in our inclusion in Him! ‘Faith comes by hearing; the kind of hearing that imparts the revelation of Christ.’ Rom. 10:17. (See RSV) 
To give prominence to any scripture outside of its true context, the revelation of Christ in you, is to wander into distraction and error. “See to it that no one makes prey of you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to worldly principles (popular and accepted rules and regulations) and not according to Christ, for in Him there is all of God in a human body. He alone defines our completeness!!” Col.2:8-10. See also v 16-23, all the types and shadows of the Old covenant are now superseded by the greater reality, the new creation in Christ! “The law is but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities.” Heb.10:1. “We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. He created in Himself one new man!” Eph.2:10,15, Also 2 Cor.5:14,16,17. 

JESUS - TO BE CONTINUED

His death, resurrection and ascension did not conclude His ministry, but ignited and multiplied it in us! We are not only included in His death and resurrection, but also in His ascension, ‘He raised us up with Him and made us sit with Him in heavenly places!’ Ep.2:6. The grain of wheat that would feed the nations did not abide alone, but fell into the earth and died and brought forth much fruit! John 12:24. The dawning of this truth in the understanding of the believer will revolutionise the church! The ecclesia of God is His voice and expression in the earth! His building, His workmanship, His tabernacle, His abode, His image, His presence known and read by all men! His original blueprint-word made flesh. Ordinary lives communicating an extra ordinary impact! John G Lake wrote, “The struggle of the centuries has been to free the soul from narrow interpretations. The world is still waiting to see Him as He is, Jesus the magnificent, Jesus the giant, Jesus the compassionate, Jesus the dynamic, the wonder of the ages. Take the shackles off, let Him have a chance to bless mankind through you without limitations!” Be renewed in the spirit of your mind! Ep.4:23. Paul makes this statement in 2Cor.6:12, “You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections!” And in 1 Cor.4:8 he says, "Already you are filled! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings (It is not Paul's teaching that made us who and what we are, it was Christ's obedience) Would that you did reign!" What an awesome privilege to discover and indulge in a truth that has always been. "It is not a new doctrine, it is the Word that has been from the beginning, yet it is new, for that which is true in Him is true in us!" 1Jn 2:7,8. 

NEWS FLASH! “Two uneducated fishermen heals a man who was a cripple for more than 40 years! Such was the immediate impact that 5000 men believed!” Acts 4:13.  In the time of the early church no written Bible existed for decades and the majority of the people were illiterate, yet the Word increased and the number of disciples multiplied greatly. Acts 6:7. Paul sees with conviction the future of the Word documented not on tablets of stone written and interpreted by human opinion, neither preserved in millions of copies of Bibles and libraries of literature in every translation and language, not even in Christian broadcast and television, but the image and likeness of God engraved by the Spirit of God on tablets of human hearts; lives reflecting the same distinct quality of spirit character that was displayed in the life of Christ; “known and read by all men!” Wow! What an audience, what an impact! I like that, not confusing the masses, but including them! The true light that enlightens every man has come. 2Cor.3:2,3,18, John 1:9. “With the open statement of the truth, we appeal to every man’s conscience!” 2Cor.4:2. All of our Christian effort through the media and through organised church regardless of how many people we involve, only carry as much impact as the next person we present mature in the full stature of Christ! 

The eternal Word, the Word that was from the beginning is now also the final Word, all the imagination of God’s sacred thought, culminating in one man, Jesus, now multiplied beyond count to reveal every man as fully included in God’s love dream. Heb.1:1,2. The prophet Habakkuk saw that the revelation of righteousness by faith would be so clearly communicated, that the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. “Write the vision, make it plain upon tablets, so that he may run who reads it.” Hab.2:2,4,14. Nothing will mobilise the individual more, than realising the truth of their spirit identity, their innocence and union with God. Righteousness by faith is not a new, compromised set of rules, but the mirror reflection of God’s image and likeness redeemed and revealed in man. Gen.1:26. “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, what it was that met our gaze and the touch of our hands. Yes, life dawned! Beloved I am not writing to you a new doctrine, this is the Word that was from the beginning, yet it is new, in that which is true in Him is also exactly true in you! He has given us understanding to know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true!” 1Jn.1:1,2, ch.2:7,8, ch.5:20.

GREAT CHANGE IN THE CHURCH

Rick Joyner, a prophetic teacher from Charlotte, USA, says: ”I see such a sweeping return to Biblical Christianity coming, that the very understanding of Christianity, by both the world and the church, will be changed.”

Great change is indeed coming to church-life, as we know it. Multitudes of believers find a fresh expression in a smaller home environment rather than the clumsy impersonal big building context (Often spelt, contest!). What needs reformation though, is not in the first place the size or structure of church expression, but the content of its message! Unless the fundamental ingredient of our understanding of the finished work of Christ is grasped by engraved spirit revelation, the smaller compact package of the home church will soon become the same baggage that neutralised and paralysed believers for ages. ‘A little leaven leavens the whole lump’ says Paul in Gal.5:6-10. He clearly refers to religious tradition, in this case, circumcision that represents personal contribution and performance in order to distinguish and qualify the individual. Even the slightest emphasis on personal effort and contribution, nullifies the faith that grace reveals, and makes gratitude phoney. Any presence in our belief, even insignificantly small, of something we still have to do in order to obtain favour from God nullifies the power of the cross and puts us back under the law of performance. ‘While we compete and compare with one another we are without understanding! 2Cor.10:12.

Most Christians do not have a problem with the fact that Christ is revealed and received by faith, the problem comes with the practical walk which so easily becomes cluttered by all the performance-related emotions that the law triggers, such as boasting, competition, guilt, fear, suspicion, sin-consciousness etc. Any form of doing not inspired by the revelation of grace results in dead works! It is the faith-inspired and faith-sustained walk that triumph in life! Gal.3:2,3.

Faith is fuelled by revealed value; (Gal.5:6) love sees that something has happened to mankind in Christ that is of far greater authority and consequence than what happened to humanity in Adam’s fall. Rom.5:14-21, 2Cor.5:14-21. It is also as much superior to the prophetic shadow sustained by tradition, as the child that is born is superior to the placenta that held and sustained the seed and foetus of promise. Col.2:8,17, Gal.4:1-10. Faith understands that the conclusion of grace is mankind’s inclusion in Christ.

A FRESH FAITH-FOCUS

Faith is never a forced, foreign influence, but a familiar voice finding the amen-echo in man. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Heb.11:1. If faith is the substance and the evidence then what are we waiting for? How can any manifestation of any proportion (or lack thereof) add or subtract value to what faith already sees, knows and enjoys?! Paul learns what it means to be content in ill repute and good repute, in abundance and lack! This suggests that abundance is not always a sign of God’s goodness neither is lack a sign of God’s absence! Phil.4:11,12, Hab.3:17-19. Faith understands fullness; His fullness is continued in us! 

Spirit-faith is so much more than ‘the in-between-thing!’ It is not the psychological bridge between what you don’t have and what you need! That is called positive thinking, or goal setting, which we are all familiar with as a natural law as much as sowing and reaping is also a natural law. There is nothing wrong with that; it is how any business or individual succeeds in the natural realm of the senses. Spirit-faith operates in a dimension of far greater significance. Its reference is rooted in what God knows: God sees mankind included in Christ. “God calls things which are not (visible) as though they were.” Rom.4:17. “We have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believe and so I speak”, we too believe and so we speak while we look not at the things that are seen but at things that are unseen.” 2Cor.4:13,18. Note that this kind of faith is not a blind-fold, leap-in-the-dark kind of faith; it is a seeing, and therefore speaking a greater reality. “We impart this in words not taught by human wisdom (reduced to human experience) but taught by the Spirit, combining and intertwining spirit with spirit.” 1Cor.2:13. “Deep calls unto deep!” Ps.42:7. Paul is so confident about the fact that man is spirit compatible, that he refuses to tamper with the word in order to squeeze it into an inferior mould of familiar human experience or popular traditional opinion. But by the open (unveiled) statement of the truth, the opinion of God revealed in the face of Christ as in a mirror, he appeals to every man’s conscience. 2Cor.3:18, 4:2. “When you read this, you will perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,” he says. Eph.3:4. Man is designed to live life in the largest sense of the word, ignited and sustained by the expression of God’s opinion. (‘Every word that proceeds from His mouth’) The substance of this faith is found in the revelation of man’s true spirit identity. “He brought us forth by the Word of truth.” To continue in this Word is to discover the liberating law of sonship! James 1:18,25, John 8:31,32,36. In these last days God spoke to us in a son! Heb.1:2 This faith comes from God; it is the faith of God. He is the Originator and Author as well as the final conclusion of our faith, it is “from faith to faith.” Rom.1:17, Heb.12:2. How can the father of lies compete with the Everlasting Father, the Father of truth? 

The substance of Simon’s faith was his spirit identity, his true sonship: “Simon, son of Jona, I call you Peter and on this Rock will I build my church.” Abraham’s faith did not find its substance in Isaac in the first place, but in friendship with God, based on his spirit identity! (His identity is revealed in his faith-name, father of many nations!) Herein is the secret of his faith: “I am your exceeding great reward, says the Lord!” Gen.15:1,6. Faith is a ‘friendship with God-thing’ before anything else! What makes friendship with God not only possible but also irresistible is the revelation of man’s origin (his true spirit identity) and restored innocence. Anything, even Isaac must go to the altar rather than substitute the real thing! Abraham’s faith was reckoned to him as righteousness twenty-five years before Isaac! Rom.4. This faith is a gift embraced not an achievement won through religious discipline: i.e. diligent study, meditation, fasting, giving, prayer and parrot-type confessions, etc. (Not that there is anything wrong with these disciplines, as long as it is because of, and not in order to!) Eph.2:8. 

The living eternal Word revealed in the life death and resurrection of Jesus as mankind’s life, death and resurrection ignites faith-revelation in the consciousness of man. Rom.10:17. This is the mystery that was hidden for ages. “None of the rulers of this age understood this, if they had, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory.” 1Cor.2:7,8. The faith of God reveals His eternal purpose and opinion, which is to unite all things in Himself, things in heaven and things on earth! Eph.1:9,10, Eph.3:11. God did enough in Christ to reconcile, (unite) the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them! 2Cor.5:19. “All of creation eagerly anticipates the revelation of the sons of God! Rom.8:19.

MANKIND’S TRUE IDENTITY AND INNOCENCE REVEALED

The gospel reveals that God rescued the human race through His Son’s obedience. Where does this leave the world, guilty as charged through the Law, or innocent as revealed in the Gospel? “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, surely He took our sorrows, and by His stripes we were healed.” Is.53:4,5. “If one died for all it can only mean that they all have likewise died.” (His death was their death) 2Cor.5:14. The gospel is not about God’s love for good and well-behaved people, but about God’s initiative to reconcile hostile humanity to Himself. “While we were yet sinners He died for us.” Rom.5:8. “One act of perfect righteousness presents all men freely acquitted in the sight of God.” Rom.5:18 JB Phillips. The success of redemption is not measured by man’s ability to change himself but by God’s single act of grace in Christ realised. The gospel declares that something has happened to mankind in Christ of far greater consequence than what has happened to them in Adam. Rom.5:14-21. In this writing it is clear that Paul sees all of mankind, without exception, as deriving greater benefit from the mission of Christ than they suffered injury from the fall of Adam. The same mass of humanity that were made sinners by the disobedience of the one, are made righteous by the obedience of the other. (Improved Version Andre Rabe’s book, Adventures in Christ.)

Man became a new creation in Christ. (2 Cor.5:17 the ‘if’ being a conclusion, not a condition! See v.14-21; also as in Rom.8:31 “If God be for us , who can be against us!” The gospel reveals the fact that God is for us!) “Of God are you in Christ, whom God made to be our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption!” 1Cor.1:30. “This means that our knowledge and judgement of men can no longer be based upon their outward lives.” 2Cor.5:16. Mankind’s association in Christ from before the foundation of the earth is the basis of God’s dealing with man. Ep.1:4. “God has shown me,” says Peter, “to call no man common or unclean.” Acts10:15,28. Paul instructs Titus to, “speak evil of no man, avoid quarrelling, be gentle and show perfect courtesy towards all men. For we ourselves were once blinded by our ignorance, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another.” Titus 3:2-4. In the light of our true origin and identity revealed in the word of truth, James says in chapter 3:9 that we can no longer magnify God, and with the same voice insult and condemn a man who is made in His image. The parables Jesus told of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the prodigal son clearly reveal, that in the eyes of the original owner the sinner has never lost his value. Luke15. “He solved the sin problem for good, not only ours, but the whole world’s! 1John2:2. The Message. 

This is the nucleus of the truth which knowledge makes man free to be free indeed. Has the world indeed heard the good news of their acquittal or is mankind still held hostage through a wrong gospel that leaves the masses either indifferent or condemned? John the Baptist points out the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world but then he continues his old style of preaching and condemns Herod. Instead of becoming the first disciple of Jesus, who did not come to condemn the world, he holds on to his personal pulpit and trains disciples that turn out to be having more in common with the Pharisees than with Jesus. “We fast and pray while you guys eat and drink, you are wine-bibbers and gluttons, friends of thieves and prostitutes!” Luke 5:33, Math.9:14,16,17. In prison John becomes offended and questions redemption, “Are You the Lamb of God or must we wait for another wave or movement?” Math.11:3,6. There are many stubborn preachers today who take offence of this gospel and refuse to submit to the righteousness that comes from God and prefer their old ways of seeking to establish a counterfeit righteousness through rigorous rules and regulations, preaching condemnation inspired and distracted by the contradiction rather than the solution. There is such a difference between a zeal for God and the zeal of the Lord. Righteousness by faith is what ignites the zeal of the Lord in the heart. Rom.10:1-4. The sinners were attracted to Jesus not because he introduced a compromise to the law, something like, “it’s all right to sin just don’t get caught or try and do it less!” but because revealed in His person they saw the mirror-reflection of their true origin, identity and innocence! They knew that the lies they embraced as their identity had no power against the resonance of their own conscience. Jesus didn’t say to the prostitute, “Go and sin less,” He said to her “Go and sin no more!”   

THE ESSENCE OF CHURCH

Any expression of church that we might be familiar with that does not reveal the liberating truth of mankind’s original sonship, spirit identity and innocence, will leave the individual ineffective and unfruitful and will fail to impact the world. “Upon this rock I will build my church.” Ecclesia, translated church, is in the first place the echo voice of the incarnation, revealing man’s original identity and announcing man’s innocence. (Gr. ecclesia, ek+kaleo, ek, a preposition denoting origin, kaleo, to call by name) Jesus introduces the word in the context of the unveiling of who the son of man really is, the son of man is the Son of God. He is the Christ, the anointed Saviour of the world! Here is the big question that the church answers: “Who do men say that the son of man is?” Flesh and blood reduces man’s opinion of himself to the flesh, “Simon, son of Jona, flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my father!” The Father of Jesus is the true father of man. Math.16:13-19. Satan is only the father of lies. John 8:44. Man’s unbelief empowers the enemy to blind their minds in ignorance. 2Cor.4:4. The ecclesia carries the keys of the kingdom and the gates of hades shall not prevail against the voice of the church. (Gr. hades from ha+ideis, not to see.) 

“You were unmindful of the Rock that begot you and you forgot the God who gave you birth.” Deut.32:18. God is the Everlasting Father! Nothing in time will cancel His original Fatherhood! Is.9:6,7. “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord.” Ps.22:27,30,31. He is the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. (Identified) Eph.3:15. Because we share the same origin, Jesus is not ashamed to call us His brothers. Heb.2:11. Our true genesis is preserved and revealed in Him! “Hear me, you who pursue righteousness, who seek God, Look to the Rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.“ Is.51:1. 

THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY

Deity has found display and definition in humanity! Gen.1:26, Col.2:9,10. Being persuaded about your true identity inspires expression of the highest integrity; this takes doing beyond duty. 

To act right simply because it is ones duty is proper; but a good action which is the result of no law of obligation shines more than any. Thomas Hardy.

In the New Testament, James, the younger brother of Jesus, writes about a dynamic concept, which he calls ‘the perfect law of liberty’. Js.1:17,18,23-25. This law dramatically challenges the way we think and feel about others and ourselves. James speaks about the word of truth that reflects the face of man’s birth (genesis) as in a mirror. He calls this word, which proclaims God as our true origin, the perfect law of liberty. The law of perfect liberty in the Greek, nomon teleion eleutherias, means the following: nomon, law, order, teleios, complete or perfect, eleutherias, unrestrained, exempt from obligation or liability. ‘He ain’t heavy, he’s my brother’ takes doing beyond mere obligation.

What does it mean to be a doer of the word? There is a big difference between doing in order to, and doing because of. James says that anyone may hear the Word of truth (the true testimony of his spirit identity) but if what he hears does not impact his doing and spontaneous lifestyle beyond the next contradiction, he deceives himself. If James were merely promoting a moral obligation towards good conduct, his contribution would be out of context. Then we might as well continue with our efforts to succeed under the law of Moses. But James makes it very clear what not doing the word means: the one who goes away from what he heard (the word of truth, 1:17,18) is the one who immediately forgets what manner of man he is. (:22-24) To go away means to slip back into an old routine-pattern of thinking and speaking about yourself and others, to be lured away from the impact of the Word of truth. When the temptation and contradiction comes the vessel is without rudder and is swept away by the storm to be tossed about and shipwrecked by double mindedness. The doer of the Word is the one who sees with such focus and insight the truth about his origin in God as the basis of his true identity that any contradiction is nullified. The doing of the Word is the action and conversation inspired by the truth of man’s spirit identity revealed and realised. Js.1:19,25, Js.3:2. Jesus says the same thing, that unless one hears and digs deep in order to lay the foundation upon the Rock, the structure of the house one builds will be swept away by the storms of life.         Luke 6:47-49. 

THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH VS THE OBEDIENCE OF THE LAW

Are your actions and reactions law-inspired or faith-inspired? Many sincere Christians as well as their leaders do not know the difference. They would teach commitment, discipline and obedience with great enthusiasm and miss the point! Legalism only results in suspicion, disappointment, guilt, condemnation, distance and death! Paul defines his ministry and mission in Rom.1:5, “We have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of His Name in all the nations including yourselves.”  He sees every nation included in the revelation of grace. In Eph.3:9 he puts it this way, “to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly realm. This was according to the eternal purpose, which He realised in Christ Jesus our Lord.” What God was able to communicate in Christ, is now made visible in man to be communicated in spirit realm. The mystery is ”Christ in you” Col.1:25-27. Law-inspired behaviour reduces the impact of your life to the natural realm, while faith realities has an immediate impact in spirit realm.   

The Greek word for obedience, upo+akoo, literally means to be under the influence of hearing. Paul understands that hearing inspires faith. Rom.10:17. In Acts 14:1 Luke says, “Paul preached in such a way that many believed.” Any action inspired by guilt, inferiority or vanity, results in more of the same, guilt, inferiority and vanity. 

Digging beyond the surface in order to build your foundation upon the Rock, or as James puts it, “looking deeply into the perfect law of liberty,” is summed up in 2Cor.13:5,8, “Examine yourselves to see whether you are holding to your faith, test yourselves, do you not realise that Jesus Christ is in you? For we cannot do anything against the truth, only for the truth!” Note that the appeal is not to examine conduct but faith! The New Testament does not reveal a new, revised set of rules in order to compromise the Ten Commandments; it is the revelation of mankind’s redeemed identity!   

The gospel is first a ‘seeing’ before it is a ‘doing’, not even your dying is a doing it is seeing that you have died in His death; He actually died your death! Rom.6:11, 1Cor.1:30. So much of religious energy is wasted on useless attempts to do things that are already done; to become something you already are! Because of ignorance, Christianity has become much like Buddhism; people have become totally engaged in a fruitless but constant effort to die to self.

The law of grace equals the law of faith; it is the law of association or the law of identification. Paul also calls it the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Rom.8:1-4.  Faith links man to a greater reality than what is his due reward or punishment. ‘Now to one who works, his wages are not reckoned as a gift but as his due.’ Rom.4:4. The law of identification reveals that what happened to Jesus at the same time happened to mankind. “One died for all, therefore all have died.” We were associated in Him before the foundation of the world! Ep.1:4. We were co-crucified and co-raised, He was wounded for our transgressions, the chastisement that brought us peace was upon Him and by His stripes we were healed. 

This explains how we could win without competing in the race; how we could conquer without entering the battle; how we can gain a harvest that we did not labour for and how to cease from our own labours! 1Cor.9:24-27, Ex.14:13,14, Ps.44:3.  You say there are yet four months then comes the harvest; yet that harvest will only produce more bread, more of that which does not satisfy. Jesus has a harvest in mind for us that we did not labour for! The harvest of our own effort and labour will always disappoint, for man is not designed to live by bread alone. Man’s ultimate quest is for so much more than that which appeals only to the senses while it leaves his spirit starving.

EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.

We are designed to live by the original expression of God’s opinion of us. The Word that comes out of God’s mouth is the eye of the fountain, the first- hand original thought, in sharp contrast to the second-hand kind, diluted by tradition and popular interpretation, or translation. The Word that was from the beginning, is the original fountain fresh thought of God. Paul says, “we use no hocus-pocus, no clever tricks, no dishonest manipulation of the word of God. We have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways, we refuse to tamper with the Word. It is by making the truth publicly known for what it really is that we recommend ourselves to the honest judgement and conscience of mankind.” 2Cor.4:2.

A renewed mind is the fruit of spirit revelation and not diligent study. You cannot renew your mind but you can be renewed in the spirit of your mind. “Beholding Him as in a mirror, we are being changed into His likeness.” To behold Him in any other way brings no change, only more guilt, inferiority and condemnation. Nothing impacts our thought processes and mindsets more than what truth does. Truth appeals to every man’s conscience.

Isaiah says that the weary that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, (not just so that they can continue doing what they’ve always been doing, but that they may enter a new dimension of life) they shall mount up with wings as eagles! There awaits a new horizon for those who intertwine with the thoughts of God!  The Hebrew word, kawva, translated, to wait upon, literally means to be intertwined with or platted together; just like when two strings are twisted together in order to multiply its strength! This is not a luxury option; it is our life and our daily walk! Religion reduces God to a mere convenience: “When in trouble dust God off and call upon Him!” O, to truly discover that in Him we live and move and have our being! To enter into His rest is to walk in the light as He is in the light, to see what God sees, is to say what He says! His eternal thought becomes our meditation and our spontaneous conversation!

The first word was “Let there be light” - and there was light. So the word was “Let there be!” That was no word of striving effort to obtain something. “The same God who said, ’Let light shine out of darkness!’ has kindled a light in our hearts, whose shining is to make known His glory (opinion) as He has revealed it in the features of Jesus Christ.” 2Cor.4:6. Knox.
God preserved an inheritance for us which is imperishable, undefiled and unfading and beyond all dispute.

“Already you are filled! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! Our desire for you is to realise the reality of your dominion! “ 1Cor.4:8.

The eyes of our understanding is enlightened to know the immeasurable greatness of His power in us who believe, according to the working of His great might which He accomplished in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and made Him sit at His right hand in the heavenly places far above all rule and authority, and power and dominion, and above every name that is named (its power influence goes off the scales) No authority of any definition can equal or challenge His position. Eph.1:17-21. Now for the good news: when we were still grovelling in sin, dead in our trespasses, He made us alive together with Christ (this is what grace means: something happened to mankind when He was made alive!!!) and He raised us up with Him and made us sit with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might display the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus! Eph.2.

To embrace the gift is to reign in life Rm. 5:17. The awakening of your spirit is registered in spirit dimension. Truth realised ignites spirit-dominion. Since you are co-raised with Christ, occupy your minds with throne room realities Cl.3:1-16.

TEMPTATION

Temptation is only temptation when your faith (spirit identity) is challenged, to again accept an inferior identity. Jesus fasted for forty days; when He became hungry, (aware of His natural needs) the enemy immediately challenged His spirit identity, “if you are the Son of God!” He sat at the well weary, hungry and thirsty, but was not thereby reduced to forget what manner of man He was. “If you knew who I am!” Jn 4. God does not tempt; He is not in the teasing business, neither is He experimenting with our design! Jm.1:13. God cannot be both the source of light and darkness. Every temptation is an attempt of darkness to intercept light. Every good and perfect gift comes from above, (If it is good it cannot be bad at the same time, if it is perfect, it cannot be improved upon, if it is a gift it cannot be earned!) The Father of lights is the source of this gift of perfection; with Him there is no degree of variableness and no interception of light that would cause a shadow due to change or compromise. God cannot be inconsistent with His character; He cannot deny Himself. The life Jesus lived was never a compromise or distraction from the Father of light. He is the true light that enlightens every man. The perfect law of liberty corresponds with the word of truth, the face of man’s origin, mirror-reflected in Christ. Jm.1:17.

Counting contradiction pure bliss only makes any sense in the light of the truth that nothing can reduce completeness to lack! “Knowing that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness, and let steadfastness have its full effect so that you may be perfect and complete and lacking in nothing.” Jam.1:2-4. Joy is not something we do; it is the fruit of something we know! “Of His fullness have we all received” (John 1:16) and “we are complete in Him!” It is in Him that we realise our completeness. Col.2:10. These are statements that cannot be underestimated. Knowing the integrity of your identity is the key to overcoming temptation. Temptation wants to convince you of shortcoming, lack and imperfection.  The wisdom that comes from above persuades you of fullness and completeness. Steadfastness is so much more than an endurance marathon; it is the triumphant environment that sustains the conviction of faith with joy. “In a severe test of affliction under circumstances of extreme poverty, their abundance of joy overflowed in a wealth of liberality.” 2Cor.8:2. Their giving was an expression of seeing, doing and going beyond the law of prescription and tithing. Instead of anger, frustration and shame, contradiction now triggers exuberant joy! Peter speaks of joy that gushes out of you like an artesian well. 1Pet.1:6. James employs the word hegeomai in Jm.1:2, which literally means to appoint joy in an official place of authority! Joy is a dominant force that dispels fear, frustration, regret and anger! Righteousness by faith rejoices when things seem to go wrong! Hab.2:4, and 3:17-19. Hinds’ feet turn slippery places into a highway of adventure! Living beyond disappointment is Paul’s testimony in Rom.5:3-5. “Joyfully accepting the plundering of your goods” seems to be in total contrast to reason, until one discovers a place of completeness that cannot be interfered with! “For you have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Heb.10:34, Phil.4:12, Col.3:3.

Whenever temptation registers in our minds, its mission is to win our voice in order to win our vote. Its aim is to entice us to agree that its appeal is irresistible. Its desire is to blind our minds to spirit reality, so that what is ours in Christ and who we are in Him seem vague and irrelevant! (Gr.exelko, to lure as in hunting or fishing, and deleatzo from the word dolos, to deceive by bait.) Jm1:14. When passion conceives, it becomes the parent of sin. “Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger!” Jm.1:19. Intertwining with the temptation, agreeing or acknowledging it, ignites its poison whether it be sickness, sin, disappointment or frustration! One of the biggest lies any contradiction could sell you is the idea that you are going through something quite unique and that there is no way out. “No temptation is so unique to man that you cannot resist it. God has given us a way of escape, not to flee as in running from, but to confront and overcome by being fully persuaded and identified with the victory of Christ on our behalf. 1Cor.10:13. The voice of joyful faith is the strongest confrontation to contradiction. We operate in the opposite spirit to what the situation dictates or demands. “We do not have a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and a saved mind.” 2Tim.1:7. “Submit yourself to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you!” James 4:7. Notice who is doing the fleeing and from whom! “He will flee from YOU!” We are not called to run and hide, but to arise and shine! Submitting to God is the secret of overcoming temptation. (Gr. upotasso, to submit, to appoint by mutual agreement) Intertwine with God in your conversation because in your innermost conviction you are fully persuaded in truth. The reality of your conviction will inspire your conversation; your words are strategy and power for war. Is.36:5. Light always confronts and dispels darkness. If there were no enemy, there would be no need for defence; yet we are not called to a life of constant confrontation and warfare. Embrace the truth of your spirit identity revealed in Christ; this is the cleft of the Rock that shelters you from the storm and tempest, it is also your armour and weaponry. The revelation of the obedience of Christ is the sharp edge of the spear-point with which we arrest every thought and thus demolish every stronghold. 2Cor.10:4-5. KJV or New KJV. To know the truth is to overcome a defeated foe. The anti-virus protection on your PC is a good example of the filter-effect of the word of truth. There exists no sin or evil that can escape the scrutiny of the consequence of His obedience in my confession and conscience. Heb.10:1-3,19-25.  

“The one who endures temptation receives the crown of life.” Jm.1:12. The Greek word for crown is the word stephanos, which means a mark of royal rank, or a wreath or garland, which was given as a prize to victors in public games. Yet life as God sees it is a gift, not a reward. Jm.1:17. Thus even our reward is a gift, because our enduring and steadfastness is not something we engage in with our diligence and willpower, but the energy ignited within us by the revelation of the Word of truth. We are the fruit and trophy of the travail of His soul. “Work out your own salvation because God is at work within you both to will and to do according to His good pleasure. Phil.2:12,13.

We are not called to argue, debate and defend a doctrine, we are anointed to enjoy and manifest God!

CHOOSING A CHURCH

Considering the 30 to 40 different churches in your local community, to which one’s authority do you submit yourself to? Who do you compete with, tolerate, distance yourself from, or associate with? The truth is there is only ONE church! That makes choice irrelevant!

Unity in His body can never be forced through compromise or negotiations. Unity is received just like healing or any other aspect of redemption; it is the realising of something that has already happened when God reconciled the world to Himself in Christ. This happened while we were still hostile and full of sin. God brought an end to hostility, distance, division, sin and disease. The truth and power of the Gospel always reveals something that has already happened in the spirit. This Gospel is announced with conviction and bold confidence. “We are not ashamed of the Gospel; it is the power of God unto salvation, for therein is the righteousness of God revealed, from faith to faith”. Rom.1:16,17. “Having this ministry by the mercy of God we do not lose heart, we refuse to compromise the content of the Gospel because of what we see in the natural. We look not at what is seen but we see the unseen! We have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believe and so I speak,” we too believe and so we speak!” 2Cor.4:1,2,13,18. Faith is to agree with God, it is to walk in the light as He is in the light. Faith is the grace to see redemption and all its implication exclusively from God’s point of view! Faith sees the harvest as ripe and ready! The seed in the fruit already matches the seed that was sown! “God calls things which are not as though they were!”  In His light do we see the light, now we can be of one mind and speak the same language! His light sets the pace! The love of Christ constrains us, we are persuaded about mankind, we see everyone included, sanctified and restored to fullness of life through the obedience and achievement of Christ! God’s light unites! Man’s opinion, doctrine and tradition divides. Any group or organisation that isolate or separate themselves from the truth of the Gospel of mankind’s inclusion in Christ deceive themselves and neutralise their impact. 

The ecclesia He builds and reveals never feels threatened by misrepresentation or different opinions and viewpoints. Through the attraction of the revelation of His character in us He appeals through us to every man’s conscience! We are a living Epistle, a document of proof; the incarnation and eternal purpose of God is declared through our lives, to be known and read by all men! 2Cor.3:2,3,18. The gates of Hades cannot prevail and succeed to imprison or blind men to the brightness of our rising! Kings and leaders will magnetically and irresistibly be drawn to the revelation of His image, presence and purpose in the flesh. Is.60:1-3. Your life is God’s strategy and message of hope to a desperate world. “You give them something to eat! How shall we feed such a multitude? What do you have?” Mark 6:35-44.

“But I urge and entreat you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in perfect harmony and full agreement in what you say, and that there be no dissensions or factions or divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in your common understanding and in your opinions and judgments.” 1Cor. 1:10 Amplified. If God says the same thing He spoke in Christ to the world, in us, we can afford to say the same thing to and about mankind to one another. There is only one truth, one light, one fountain, one faith, one foundation, one Spirit, one Head, one body, one Temple, one Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all! Eph.4:3-6. He desires no other sanctuary for His habitation, but the human body. Your person to Him is not a prison but a palace! No palace of gold becomes or reveals Him more! You are Tailor-made! You fit God like a glove! Our love and respect for our fellow man equals our love, worship and respect for our Maker. Js.3:9, 1Jn.4:19,20, Gal.5:14. 

Ignorance, fear and hostility have separated and robbed us for centuries from one another. Now we are called to discover one another. Every wall of division is broken down! Eph.2:14,15, Philemon :6, Tit. 3:2, Gal.3:28, Col.3:11. No brand name or label can distinguish you more or give your life more definition or attraction than the Father from whom every family in heaven and earth is named. Our life celebrates the fact that God reconciled the world to Himself. He brought hostility to an end. We are entrusted with a commission to bring about world peace! War has ended! The challenge, “to love your enemies and to do good to those who hate and abuse you” is no longer a far-fetched sentiment; it is the reality of our lives! We understand that “we wrestle NOT against flesh and blood” which means that a fellow man can never again be our target! God is man’s friend and not his foe. The symptoms of imperfection, sin or sickness in a person do not make of the person the enemy.

Our conversation confirms our persuasion. God lavished His grace upon us, and His love is shed abroad in our hearts; we have no excuse ever to feel differently about man again. Man is God’s love-dream. 

We also need never again replace the Law of Liberty with a set of rules!  Intimacy is not influenced by willpower!

THE SIMPLICITY OF THE GOSPEL

Paul responds in horror to the Galatian believers, exhorting them not to dilute the power of the Gospel with man-made formulas and religious prescriptions that again require the contribution of the flesh, as if what happened to mankind in Christ was insufficient. Any accent on something man still has to do in order to qualify him to be approved, loved or receive anything from God is a blatant insult to the cross. Not that God is offended, but it leaves man neutralised and confused.

A little ’reward-consciousness’ nullifies the Gift! Its effect is like leaven that leavens the whole lump of dough! Even the gifts of the Spirit are like any other gift; it cannot be earned. It is not a reward for spiritual diligence or achievement; it can only exclusively be received by faith and with gratitude! Anything you can earn you might as well buy! How can you buy something with perishable currency that has already been bought with the Blood-life of the Lamb of God? It is like attempting to buy priceless treasure with ‘Monopoly’ money.

Every aspect of true Christianity, including all levels of spiritual growth and experience, is communicated in God’s final word to mankind, and is received by faith. Jesus in His person is the exact expression and accurate image of the invisible God revealed in a human body. He is the mirror reflection of every man. He declares man’s true sonship; the son of man is in truth the son of God. How can the father of lies contend or compete with that! No wonder the sinners were irresistibly attracted to Jesus! This revelation-reality is the only truth that sets man free; the Word of grace is the fountain of faith. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the revelation of Christ” Rom.10:17. RSV.

The Latin translation of the Greek text introduced a lie about repentance that kept multitudes of believers in darkness and bondage for centuries. The word, metanoia, which means a radical change of mind, has been wrongly translated to mean penance!  Religion cultivated and then exploited and milked man’s sin consciousness for years! The gospel reveals the ground for man’s innocence. To proclaim the Gospel means to proclaim man’s innocence! The light of the eternal Word of truth, revealed to mankind in Christ as in a mirror, gives final definition and conclusion to man’s salvation, healing and restored relationship.

“God calls things which are not as though they were!” This is the mystery: eternity is past tense! “He was wounded for mankind’s transgressions, bruised for humanity’s iniquities. By His stripes the human race was healed!” We read in the book of Hebrews that in Christ man’s original design was vindicated, Jesus is not ashamed to call us His brethren. He sanctified us in order to reveal our common origin! Man is restored to a place of dominance; everything is subject to him. Not to see everything immediately subject to man does not make God a liar; we clearly see Jesus as the triumphant One. Rom.3:3,4, Heb.2:8,9. He represents mankind as in a mirror! For this reason we proclaim the Gospel with urgency and persuasion; we appeal to every man’s conscience, we plead with humanity to believe the truth of the Good News about themselves. There exists no other ground for faith or permanent change! “While we behold and gaze upon Him without distraction, AS IN A MIRROR, we are being changed into His likeness. “And we all, with new understanding, see ourselves in Him as in a mirror; thus we are changed from an inferior mindset to the revealed opinion of our true Origin.” 2Cor.3:18. It is in discovering the truth about ourselves as it is revealed in Christ that faith is ignited. Eph.4:21-24. No other point of view can effect true change, least of all considering the size and history of the problem. A problem- and sin-consciousness only breeds guilt and defeat. Light begets light! “Paul preached IN SUCH A WAY that many believed!” Acts 14:1,9. 

No other recipe or attempt to change conduct, character, symptoms of disease or depression, thought patterns, circumstances or relationships can compare or compete with salvation as it is revealed in the Gospel. It is the power of God at work in man! To first have to wait until the symptoms disappear before faith is communicated and confessed is foolish. That would make faith, salvation and healing not only unnecessary but also irrelevant. 

Outside of this Gospel humanity’s case seems hopeless! But the Good News reveals that SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED TO MANKIND WHEN JESUS DIED, WENT TO HELL AND WAS RAISED AND ASCENDED TO THE THRONE ROOM! If one died for all it can only mean that all indeed died! From now on therefore it is impossible to view any individual in a different light! 2Cor.5:14-21. The way we knew ourselves and the rest of mankind before is exceeded by a greater reality. “If we have received the testimony of man, the testimony of God is greater!” 1Jn.5:9. God shows Peter in a most radical way that in the light of what Jesus accomplished on humanity’s behalf, no man can be called common or unclean! Acts 10:15,28. God announced mankind clean, delivered, healed and restored! Paul encourages Titus to speak evil of no man, but to show perfect courtesy towards all men! Titus 3:2-4. It was not just the believers that Jesus died for; He took the sorrow, sickness and sinfulness of the whole human race upon Himself. This is the very essence and ingredient of the Gospel of Grace and what gives faith its substance! Understanding this is what gives man faith. Man cannot be truly known in any other way any more! It is not a luxury optional viewpoint; it is not man’s philosophy, doctrine, or cleverly devised myth! This is the Gospel as God sees it and reveals it in Christ and scripture! 

The merit of the truth of the Gospel is established in the obedience of Christ and has nothing to do with the history of the symptom or the degree of the darkness. To scrutinize and diligently study the problem is to be distracted from the cross. “I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified!” What happened to mankind there is what matters now!

The Holy Spirit convicts the world of only one sin, the sin of not believing the revelation of Christ. Every other sin has been dealt with in His death. He also convicts the world of righteousness, because Jesus went to be with His Father. Jn.16:7-11. He did not leave the world to rob us of His presence and abandon us like orphans, this happened for our benefit and to our advantage! Righteousness reveals that God redeemed man’s true identity and succeeded to restore man’s innocence. The image and likeness of God is again revealed in the human body. Man’s body and person is now God’s dwelling and sanctuary. The grain of wheat did not abide alone, it fell into the earth and died, and is resurrected in a harvest of multitudes of people whose lives and bodies and presence multiplies the presence and purpose of God in the world. The incarnation did not stop with Jesus; that same Word that is God, is now multiplied in us! We have come to fullness of life in Him. John 1:14,16, Col.2:9,10. “As He is, so are we in this world.” 1Jn.4:17. “That which is true in Him is true in us” 1Jn.2:8. That is why righteousness that is of faith says, “Do not say in your heart, who will ascend into heaven, that is to persuade God to send Christ back to earth, neither does it say, who will go down into the depths, that is to raise Christ from the dead. But what does it say? Righteousness that is the fruit of faith says, the Word is near you, it is in your mouth and in your heart!” Righteousness reveals and understands that we are co-raised with Him and co-seated with Him in heavenly places! We are His presence on earth! Distance has been cancelled! His word is not nearer in heaven or of greater authority there than what it is in our mouths and in our hearts here and now on planet earth! Rom.10:2-8.

The third thing the Holy Spirit convicts the world of is judgement, “Because the ruler of this world has been judged!” When Jesus hung on the cross, the human body hung there as a document of guilt. The just requirement of the law was thus fulfilled. All grounds of accusation were dealt with in His death. The Gospel declares that man’s accuser was stripped of his weapons. The Greek word, satanos means accuser. His weapon was humanity’s guilt. Col.2:14,15. It is clear then, that to still see man as unclean and an unredeemed sinner is to ignore the cross and to continue to empower an already defeated foe. 

“Let us know, let us press on to know Him in the light of mankind’s inclusion in His death and resurrection” Hos.4:6, Hos.6:2,3.

NEW AGE?

Truth as it is in Christ is never threatened by any lie of any shape or size. Eph.4:20,21, 2Cor 13:5,8. You are designed to know the truth. Truth in itself cannot set you free, but "you will KNOW the truth and the truth will set you free!" The Spirit of God is the Spirit of truth, and He bears witness in our hearts with our spirits, that we are children of God. He cries within us, Abba Father! "We know that the Son of God has come, and He has given us understanding to know Him who is true and WE ARE IN HIM who is true!” 1Jn.5:20. This is not a new doctrine but the Word that was from the beginning. Yet it is new in that we now understand that what is true in Him is equally true in us! 1Jn2:7,8

.


New Age is a philosophy-label that Christians often attach to anything that sounds foreign to traditional teaching that supports condemnation and the sinful state of mankind! Most Christians say the amen to the fact that man is corrupt and sinful, but frown upon the Good News of the consequence of man's inclusion in Christ. They struggle to believe something they cannot yet see! Man still looks sinful and sick, so how dare we declare him innocent and healed? As if what happened to mankind in Adam carries more weight, authority and influence over man than what happened to us in Christ! Rom.5:14-21. They agree that the thief comes only to steal kill and destroy, but fail to read or believe that the second part of that verse in John 10:10, is what the New Testament is all about! It says, BUT I have come, that YOU might have life and have it more abundantly!! The Good News is the most positive announcement about man that can ever be declared.

New Age and Buddhism are very positive sounding philosophies, but they fail to see and understand the significance of Jesus. Jesus is not just another Philosopher; He is the very Creator-God in the camouflage of frail flesh! He is the eternal Word made flesh. He has made the invisible God visible! He is also the blueprint of our original design, when God said, “let us make man in our image and in our likeness!”  He is the only Being that qualifies to represent Deity and humanity in one Person! Col.2:9,10. The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus and mankind’s inclusion in Him is not taught in the New Age doctrine. But the sad thing is that even where the historic record of the death and resurrection of Jesus is taught in traditional Christian circles, it is just as powerless as any Eastern Philosophy until the revelation of man’s inclusion in Christ is seen and declared. Faith and true deliverance only comes through the revelation of Christ! Rom.10:17. RSV. 1Cor.2:6-8.

The Word is near unto you, even in your mouth and in your heart. That Word is the rudder of your life. Truth is not measured by the presence or lack of emotional feelings, neither is truth challenged by contradictions or the sense of distance. God is not sometimes near and sometimes far, He cannot be Emmanuel on specific days, but some days not. He is the eternal Emmanuel! God is with us and for us and in us! In Him we live and move and have our being! You are not breathing on occasion, or just when you are really aware of it! You breathe all the time, even in your sleep. “He gives life to all men and breath and everything, He is not far from each one of us!” Acts 17:24-28.Let the communication of your faith promote the knowledge of every good thing that is in us in Christ. Philemon v 6. This focus alone is true fellowship! We are safe there! Beyond the reach of gossip or ill repute! We can afford ourselves the luxury to think and speak His thoughts concerning us exclusively!
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(Scriptures quoted: RSV Bible unless otherwise indicated, as well as a free translation from the original text by the author.)
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