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THE LOGIC OF HIS LOVE

A transcription of a teaching by Francois given in Benoni in Jan 1990

The word theology means the Logic of God. God does not expect us to respond in an unintelligent way to the greatest revelation of knowledge and of excellence that man could ever perceive. Nor to remain in a haze of confusion concerning our origin, our identity, our eternal destiny and our present standing before Him. He has made it possible for us to come into the same understanding, to enjoy an equal appreciation of that which He Himself enjoys. “To know, even as we have always been known.”  1Cor.13:12.

 

The Greek word in Romans 6:11, “logizomai” literally means to make a calculation to which there can only be one logical conclusion. In the context of the gospel this conclusion means that God included man in Christ, we co-died and were co-raised with Him, we co-exist in union with Him. This is the essence of the message of Christ.

 

In our study this morning we want to concentrate on the logic of His love. We are going to allow the logic of His love to overwhelm us afresh. Nothing causes our hearts to respond with greater spontaneity and greater liberty than the acknowledging of His love initiative; what it was that caused God to redeem mankind and reconcile us to Himself, what it was that caused Him to go to the expense of the cross. 

 

I believe that the reference to our redemption and our value goes beyond the cross.  Eph.1:4 and Gen.1:26 defines the greatest expression, the grandest demonstration of the love of God. How God associated us in Christ from before the fall, before the foundation of the earth. God saw in man enough of Himself to see in man eternal companionship. That alone explains the cross. That alone can explain the price that God was prepared to pay to ransom and redeem mankind.  We have become familiar with the terminology of the blood of Christ. The precious blood of Christ; the fact that there is power in the blood of Christ, but the power and the preciousness of the blood can only be understood in relation to the value of what the blood redeems.

 

Buying power and market value are two related terms. What establishes the value of the Dollar or the Rand? Jean-Marie challenged me this morning with this question: “Does a diamond know its own value?” What else determines the value of the blood of Christ, but what God saw in His eternal thought, in His eternal dream, a union with humanity eternally.  I believe that the least that we can see in redemption, the least that we can say of the gospel, is that the gospel communicates a redemption that matches God’s original thought in His love dream. God successfully redeemed His image and likeness in the flesh! If we were to say anything less than that, it would be an insult to the Person and purpose of God. It would no longer be good news – it would become bad news. But how wonderful it is to come to an understanding of the impact of God’s thought, revealed in His word, revealed in his logic, revealed in the personal conclusion that God has come to, before time was, before there was any record of history to contradict or challenge Him.

 

Time records an event in the historic realm, but the thoughts of God expressed in His Word records truth in the eternal realm. There is a greater reality to man’s existence than what time can communicate or history can document.  There is an eternal truth that concerns you that deserves your undivided attention. The origin of humanity in the heart of God, gives substance and ground to our faith and our experiencing the now in the moment-by-moment enjoyment of the best that God has to offer.

 

I want to draw your attention to a verse of scripture that startled me in the middle of last night.  It is in Jeremiah 13:23. “Can a leopard change its spots? Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil.” The most distinct trademark feature, which identifies the leopard, is challenged, as a comparison to man’s inability to free himself from a foreign force that captured his identity. It is impossible for man to redeem himself from the captivity of a foreign nature that dominated him since the fall.  “How long will it be before you will be made clean?” Jer.13:27.

 

The very nature that identified man as a sinner and a fallen creature is challenged in the gospel. If the gospel does not have what it takes to challenge that nature, then the gospel will remain a weak philosophy, no matter how positive it sounds. It would remain wishful thinking; a wonderful dream, a cleverly devised myth that man entertains in his mind.  We must discover an ingredient within the gospel that secures and reveals the ability of God to perform on man’s behalf, in order to release him from an identity that kept him captive all his life. A gospel that is infinitely more than a positive dream of what you could become, if you would follow the next ten moral steps. It must be a gospel that leaves God’s heart satisfied concerning you, totally content in the achievement of His Son. The question comes to Job in 4:17 – “Can a man be righteous before God? Can a man be pure before his Maker?” Come on, can a leopard change his spots?  I tell you what we do – we just hypnotise the leopard into believing that it has no spots. Let’s hypnotise the believer into believing a fantasy about his true identity. God’s faith is not faking it! 

Hosea echoes the cry of God in Hosea 11:7-9. “Their hearts are bent on turning away, but how can I execute my fierce anger, says the Lord for my heart grows warm with compassion, I am God and not man”. You see God has an eternal reference concerning man’s identity that cannot be interfered with. That reference gives substance to salvation, explains the ingredients of the gospel, and removes the risk from redemption. God never engaged in some gamble concerning man’s release. He had an eternal secure knowledge, confirmed in His Spirit, engraved upon His eternal thought concerning man. So when history, time and contradiction begin to challenge man’s purity before his Maker, man’s innocence before God still remains the same. You see there was a realm of innocence that secured man’s fellowship with God before the fall.  Within the consciousness of Adam and Eve there existed only one knowledge – the knowledge of perfect innocence. There was no reference to the knowledge of evil or the comparison between the good and the bad. They found their innocence established in God’s declaration, God’s “well done”, and God’s approval. God recognized in man all that His thoughts knew. God did not say – let us make man after our likeness, carrying our image, having our inscription engraved upon him, and then on the seventh day God had to somehow apologize to Himself and creation that He failed to exactly and accurately express His image, having to apologize for the dust bit. As if the physical body was flawed by an inferior quality and weakness that interfered with the expression of His original thought. 

 

Look at Job 4:19 – “How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, who are crushed before a moth”. I was asked to take a funeral recently and was challenged by the thought that is often quoted at funerals, “from dust to dust”, and the deception of the thought – “how much more those who dwell in houses of clay whose foundation is in the dust”. Dust is not your origin, neither is dust your identity or your destiny! There is a greater reality. There is a greater opinion that secures your identity – the logic of His love. When you begin to see the love of God unveiled in your origin you cannot but respond in love, because love awakens love. Religion is such a weak expression of man’s dream to somehow please and ultimately touch his Creator. 

How Paul’s heart stirred within him in Athens when he saw the guesswork man had to engage in, exploiting his every imagination, his best work of art, to communicate his cry for his Maker, his cry towards his origin. They have finally built another altar, to the unknown God. Paul declares to them, “He is not far from each one of us, we are indeed His offspring. God has overlooked the times of ignorance”

 

You see there is such contrast between darkness and light, yet darkness for so many years dominated man’s experience and reference. The people who dwelt in darkness have seen a great light. The people who only knew darkness have seen a greater reality than the darkness that captured them to a lower identity, to a lower opinion. An opinion that reduced a being who stood equal in the sight of God, equal to His likeness and His image, to a man who saw dust as his origin and destiny. How we have in modern day theology exploited the doctrine of man’s fallen nature to be the dominant one, until we have so far stretched our imagination to somehow accommodate failure and human experience that contradict the Word, that we finally came up with a dual nature doctrine. What a ridiculous conclusion! Jesus says, not even trees have a double nature.  Math. 7:16 – “You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns”? 

I love these questions that challenge our intelligence. Come on it is not so complicated after all. Paul came to Athens in Acts 17 and addressed a gathering of philosophers. They were always ready to listen to something new, because the old didn’t satisfy anymore. He says, “Your own poets said, in Him we live and move and have our being”. That is coming rather close to your origin, isn’t it? He says “being then God’s offspring, how can we see God as equal to images that resemble birds and creepy-crawly-creatures, even gold or silver-plated they’re still inferior to us!”  How can we possibly reduce our thought of God, our Creator in our imagination to anything less than He was able to express in His offspring, in His personal workmanship. Oh but can a leopard change his spots, and to this the law agrees. The good that I want to do, I cannot do. Are grapes gathered from thorns or figs from thistles? Now don’t be ridiculous, how can one who is accustomed to do evil, suddenly change and start doing well? His best intention soon leaves him disqualified and condemned yet again. Are grapes gathered from thorns or figs from thistles?

 

Turn with me to Is. 55:8 – The result of the fall is so clearly displayed here – “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways.” Man has now drawn his reference, his thinking from an experience that leaves him judged, condemned and feeling inferior. Man has reduced his thinking to an identity that has no resemblance of his origin. “The heavens are higher than the earth (dust) so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”  Jesus gave the impression that He walked on this earth motivated by a higher opinion of Himself to that which man had of himself.  But what is the purpose of the Word that proceeds from His mouth? (The original undiluted thought of God) Look at the context of chapter 55: It is to impact the wilderness again with the reality of man’s true identity. Instead of the thorn tree – notice, not the thorn tree that is now educated through a lifelong process to start imitating grapes, not a thistle that is now subjected to a religious regulation and formula that only leaves him more condemned at the end of the days, than before the seminar – but instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle! The old things have passed away, behold the new has come! Note, not behold the old, but behold the new!

 

Let’s go to Deut. 32:1-4  -  “Give ear, O heaves, and I will speak; and hear O earth, the words of my mouth. Let My teaching drop as the rain, My speech distil as the dew, as raindrops on the tender herb, and as showers on the grass. For I will proclaim the name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He”. I love the bold declaration of the truth. Truth stands in it’s own unique authority. Never end up in fruitless debate when you know the truth. Allow the truth to speak for itself.  There was an advertisement on TV the other night about the ventriloquist (buikspreker) that said rhubarb and the puppet would repeat, rhubarb, rhubarb.  The add said, “now there is a newspaper that speaks for itself.”  God had in mind so much more than a rhubarb, rhubarb- repetition of scripture, He sees a living epistle that speaks from within for itself!  God does not remote control my conversation and then, oops, you know, you shouldn’t have said that. God is expressing in us His own conversation, exhibiting and displaying in bold splendour His workmanship, the trophy of His design and of His excellence. “If you say that which is precious and not that which is worthless, you shall be as My mouth.” Your life is God’s language. There is such a bold declaration when truth reigns in your heart. The righteous is as bold as a lion says Prov. 28:1. 

 

Isaiah 40:9 – “Get up to a high mountain and lift up your voice with strength.” What shall I say? Moses had something to say in Deut. 32. He said “Give ear O heavens and I will speak”. Moses had a word from God, like Jesus had one for Nicodemus in the middle of the night, but he knew that in addressing the individual it was impossible to exclude the multitude. In addressing man how could mankind stand outside? Our life is a word large enough for the eternal heavens and the eternal universe to be our audience, to witness God’s workmanship.  He says I will speak and let the earth hear the words of my mouth.  It sounds like Is. 55:10-11, “as the rain comes down from the heaven, so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth. It shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish what I please. My Word cannot disappoint My expectation. It shall indeed prosper in the thing whereunto I have sent it.” God’s Word reveals His intelligent purpose for man. It is no longer a mystery that leaves the theologians guessing about God. Who can know the limit of the Almighty? Who can fathom God? In our clumsy calculations we have sought to compare Him to the material values of this world. “Lord you are more precious than silver, more costly than gold.”  But when the Son of God stood face to face with the son of man He said,  “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father You have seen your true origin”  - John 14:9.  God is no longer a mystery; He is no longer invisible! “May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distil as the dew.“

 

Joel 2:23  -  “Be glad then, you children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God; for He has given you the former rain faithfully, and He will cause the rain to come down for you  - the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month”.  The former rain is the teaching of God’s favour, according to Prov.16:15, and the latter rain is righteousness by faith. As gentle rain upon the tender grass, God knows how to communicate effectively to man, because there is something called the eternal echo, the conscience, the joint-knowledge in every man. In 2 Cor.4:2 Paul says  “By the open statement of the truth, I commend myself to every man’s conscience”  anticipating the amen in every man, ‘this is the Gospel we were waiting for, this is the God of our origin, the One who begot us and gave us birth.’  We proclaim the name of the Lord.  What is proclaimed in the Name of the Lord  - the sum total of God’s identity. I will proclaim the name of the Lord so that the Lord remains no mystery to the universe, that they may know their Creator in His Name. ”I bow my knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.”

 

Ascribe greatness to our God. How Moses calls the universe to stand to attention, to salute the greatness of their God revealed in His name. He is the Rock, His work is perfect and all His ways are just, a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He. Deut. 32:9  - The Lord’s portion is His people.  Verse 18 says – “Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who fathered you”. What did darkness succeed to do?  Darkness robbed man of his perception of his true identity. Darkness joined man to a lie, to the father of lies. Darkness joined man to reasoning contrary to the truth of his design and embracing a foreign identity. Should that identity be such a powerful influence upon the human race, that it could equal the spots on the leopard’s skin? How can God expect that the woman caught in the act of adultery to go on and sin no more? Come on she is accustomed to do evil! How can the gospel suggest freedom, which is freedom indeed, if the nature of fallen Adam had such dominance over the human race? “They were unmindful of the rock that begot them…” You who pursue righteousness consider the rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which you were hewn  - Is. 51:1.

 

Jeremiah 18:14-15 – “Does the snow of Lebanon ever vanish from its rocky slopes? Do its cool waters from distant sources ever cease to flow? Yet my people have forgotten me; they burn incense to worthless idols, which made them stumble in their ways and in the ancient paths”. They forgot the rock of their origin. Let us consider God’s initiative.  Is. 49:14 – “But Zion said the Lord has forsaken me, He has forgotten me”.  You remember Is. 40:27 – “Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, my way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God?”   Is 49:15  - “Can a woman forget her suckling child” (One of the names of God, El Shaddai in Hebrew means the breasted one).  Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! There is a greater reality to the sentiment of Calvary.  There is an eternal origin that associates mankind to the heart of God that explains Calvary, which explains the price He paid for your release.  He ransomed us with the precious blood of His Son from the futile ways inherited from the fallen Adamic race. He released us from our futile ways – our vanity of thinking. He lifted us from the dust that imprisoned us in a lesser identity, to bring us to the knowledge of how we have always been known.  Behold I have engraved you on the palms of My hands.  You are God’s workmanship – His handiwork, (Greek, poema, His poem!”  God has an eternal memory, an eternal testimony, and eternal trophy that secure our release. Can a mother forget her suckling child?

Simon, Son of Jona, you are Peter the rock, cut from Petra.  No wonder Peter writes in 1Pet.2:5 about us being living stones built into a living Temple.  Peter’s name declared his new nature, his new identity in Christ. Is. 28:16-17 says you’ve made lies your refuge; you have made a covenant with death so to ensure your life.  Built larger barns to secure tomorrow, taken shelter in deception, but behold thus says the Lord “I laid in Zion a stone for a foundation, a tried stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation”.  He was tested for eternity in the spirit and for 33 years in the flesh, and he who believes in Him will not be put to shame! (Rom 10:11) Hallelujah! God cannot afford the risk of a redemption that would fail His expectation. God cannot afford the risk of a weak gospel – a gospel that leaves man in darkness concerning his identity, that leaves man having to grope about, having to find his next excuse for tomorrow’s sin.  Can a leopard escape his spots? How can fallen man stand pure and innocent before His Maker? There is a knowledge that is greater than the knowledge of good and evil. The tree of life communicates its fruit. Prov.11:30 says the fruit of the righteous is a tree of life. I am not writing to you a new word, says John. It has been the old one that was from the beginning, yet it is new because it is true in Him and in you.  Whatever the word said to be true in Christ is equally true you. 1.Joh.2:7-8. 

Malachai 2:10,15 – “Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us?”  Malachai sees something of man’s origin that excludes the father of lies, which does not take into consideration the spots on the leopard’s skin. Isaiah sees Him as the everlasting Father! Is.9:6. Regardless of the geographic and cultural boundaries that identify the individual nations, they would continue to seek after God, in the hope that they might touch Him and find reflected in Him the blueprint of their original design. Acts 17:26,27. Have we not all one Father?  Has not one God created us?  Look at verse 15 – what does He desire – Godly offspring!  

Religion would want to attach value to you in terms of your title and formal position in the church. The world system wants to attach its applause in terms of your noble birth, your job description or achievement. God reveals only one value – the value of sonship. You see the slave does not continue in the house forever, but the son does.  John 8:36 says, “If the Son sets you free you will be free indeed.”  There is nothing that liberates us more than sonship. Sonship sets you free! That is the order of Melchizedek.

 

The Lord so arrested my heart yesterday morning with this in Heb. 7:3 – “He is without father or mother or genealogy.  He has neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling (made like) the Son of God he continues to be a priest forever”.  There is only one thing that secures priesthood – that is sonship.  It is no longer the priests’ daily performing the ritual duty to sustain the system, but it is the spirit of adoption that cries Abba Father. According to Hebrews 7:6 Melchizedek’s genealogy is not derived from that of Abraham and Levi. Verse 8 classifies Abraham and Levi as mortal men, but Melchizedek as living forever.  That’s why the new priestly order is according to the power of an endless life – Heb. 7:16. There is an eternal genealogy that you partake of. I am so glad that John saw it. There is such a large difference between Math.1 and John 1 concerning the genealogy of Jesus. When John says in John 1 “In the beginning was the Word” God has recorded your design; He has recorded your origin in His eternal thought.  You are partaking of a new order.  Melchizedek did not have a genealogy that related him to the Adamic race. Our original identity is not reflected in Adam, but in God! God separated me from my mother’s womb; God separated me from the hold of my natural identity upon my life. There is now neither Jew nor Greek nor Gentile nor slave or free man but one new man in Christ, one new creation!! (Gal. 1:15,16, 3:28).

 

Can a leopard escape it’s spots? Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, instead of the briar, the myrtle. Do not forget the Rock that begot you. Why do you say, O Israel, the Lord has forsaken me? Do you not know? Have you not heard? Can a mother forget her suckling child? She may forget but I have engraved you on the palms of My hands. Look at Heb.7:9-10 – “Even Levi himself who received tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his father when Mechizedek met him”. Your life is larger than your birthday. Your life is larger than the rib. There is a measure to you that exceeds time, which extends beyond season. Turn to Jer.1:5 – “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you”. A man asked me last week about evolution and I was so glad to refer him to a very clear, very accurate, very distinct reference to his origin. A reference that is larger than any speculation that science can dream of, any guess that philosophy could gamble with. A reference of the knowledge of God, knowing you intimately before your conception in the womb. Before you were born I consecrated you, the God who separated me from my mother’s womb. The God who separated me from a lesser identity, from an inferior likeness. Show me a coin, whose inscription, whose likeness does it bear?  Is it not Caesars? Then return to Caesar what belongs to him and return to God what belongs to Him. The Lord’s portion is His people. Show me a man. Whose inscription, whose likeness does He bear? Jeremiah what do you see? What a question? We said that sonship reveals your value. I am so glad that mankind was designed for oneness with God – John 14:20. We have an existence, an identity, which is bigger than our natural birth. I and the Father are one! John 10:30.

 

In Isaiah 40:18, God asks the question – “To whom will you liken God, or what likeness will you compare to Him?”  According to verse 19-20, they were busy moulding graven images and overspreading it with gold.  They made their images and even worshiped them, because they somehow saw their own and even a greater image of a god hiding in them. That is why Ps.106:20 says – “Thus they changed their glory into the image of an ox that eats grass”. Is. 40:21 is taking the matter further – “Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told to you from the beginning?  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? What is it that man need to know and understand?  - that according to Gen. 1:26 man was created according to the image and likeness of God! Man is the only person or being with whom God can liken Himself without feeling at all intimidated as if it were a lesser representation of Him! Man is the bearer of God’s image, likeness and glory!  Is. 40:5 – “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.” God’s glory was revealed in Christ Jesus, who is the mirror of man’s identity – 2 Cor.3:18. He associated us in Christ before the foundation of the world! Eph.1:3.

 

Therefore Is.46:13 is saying – “I bring My righteousness near, it shall not be far off:  My salvation shall not linger (delay).  And I will place salvation in Zion, for Israel My glory”. Have you not heard, do you not know? Has it not been told to you Israel, that from the beginning you are my glory!  Again in Is. 40:25 we hear this heart cry of God– “To whom then will you liken Me, or to whom shall I be equal, says the Holy One”. God is repeating the same in Is. 46:5. Man is so overwhelmed by the consequences of the fall in his circumstances, that he has forgotten that even the fall was not great enough to delete the image and likeness of God in man! Yes, the law of sin took man captive and resisted any manifestation of God’s image, but that could not take away the fact that it was still there. The law of sin only allowed the flesh to manifest, but the greatest manifestation of the flesh could not change the creation design of God.  However great sin’s claim could be upon man, that could not take away that man’s heart was still crying out for his Creator, in whose image alone he could find his fulfilment, his identity and his true expression!

 

In Math.16:13 Jesus asks His disciples – “Who do men say the Son of man is?”  By revelation Simon knew, that the Son of man, as far as Jesus was concerned, is the Son of God.  Jesus if you mean YOU, then You are the Son of God. And you know theology would stop there. ‘It is a correct answer Simon, sit down.’ Like a little Sunday school lesson, you know.  Yes, we know every fact and historic detail about the life of Jesus correctly, but fail to understand that Jesus reveals us! How we sought to educate and entertain the minds of our children with religious facts and ruined their experience with God. The historic facts of the letter are not wrong, but that alone is history, dead and exclusive concerning your life. The Holy Spirit reveals the inclusiveness of the gospel, how you are included in the life of Jesus, how you were associated in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world. Eph.1:4. As able ministers of the new covenant, we are not ministering the letter, but the Spirit, because the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life – 2Cor.3:6.  The deep things of Jesus, as the revealed identity of man, are the full revelation of the deep things of God. Jesus says “Simon, Son of Jona, flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father. “But Jesus, show us the Father and that will be enough. Phillip have I been with you so long and have you not known me?  If you have seen Me you have seen the Father” – John 14:7.

 

Jesus had one exclusive commission and that was to reveal man’s true sonship.  Not to become a historic hero for religion to celebrate through the ages, but a living testimony to reveal to man the Rock that begot him. Ascribe greatness to our God. How redemption gives substance to our praise of Him, our evaluation of His Glory, of His opinion. It becomes impossible to discover the church, or any individual outside of the identity of the Son of man. From now on therefore we no longer know any man from a human point of view. Even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view. Even though we once had our personal opinion concerning Him, we know Him thus no longer. For of God are you in Christ, a brand new creation, the old things have passed away – 2Cor.5:16-17, 1Cor.1:30.  Instead of the thorn, the cypress.  Behold the new has come. Behold – set your mind upon – look and keep on looking till you come to the right understanding of what you are seeing.  Metanoia – repent is what that word means – come to your right mind concerning your identity. No longer remain in darkness. You are not a leopard trying to escape its spots. The biggest lie the enemy could sell you, was to think that to sin was to act according to your true nature.

 

“Can an Ethiopian change the colour of his skin?” The New Testament reveals that it is not the colour of your skin or the label of your tradition or the language you speak that defines you, but what gives definition to you is the incarnation of the word as it is revealed in Christ. All of mankind is represented there in one man! “Here there can no longer be Greek or Jew, slave or free, Schythian or Barbarian, male or female, but Christ is all and in all.” What a bold message to a South Africa that so desperately seeks to define boundaries that no longer exist. Every wall of hostility was broken down in His death – Eph. 2:14. The allotted periods for man to seek after God have arrived. God has overlooked the times of ignorance and now commands all men everywhere to repent – metanoia – Acts. 17:30. Men everywhere, why? Because he has appointed a day by which He would judge the whole of mankind in righteousness, by a Man whom He has appointed. He has given assurance of this to all by raising him from the dead. The judgement that was man’s due, fell upon Him. He was wounded for our transgressions, He died for our trespasses, He was raised because we were justified. Rom. 4:25. The resurrection of Jesus is the eternal testimony of man’s innocence. Mankind now faces God’s verdict of acquittal. If through one man’s trespass mankind had to face the verdict of condemnation, much more through one man’s act of righteousness for all men resulting in justification of life. Rom. 5:18.  The one who died for the many. Mankind faces what the gospel announces as their personal acquittal and innocence. How shall we escape? There is no other escape if we neglect such a great salvation.  

 

We are not here to compete with man’s opinion. God’s opinion is not under threat– 2Cor.10:12. While men compare themselves amongst themselves, they are without understanding. But you know what Jesus said about Peter’s identity. He said: “upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” – Math. 16:18.  What does Hades mean?  It is derived from the words “ha + ideis, not to see”. Hades means to fail to perceive. The people who are in Hades are those who do not see their spirit identity. Darkness blinded their minds to an inferior identity, to a foreign reference, a reference limited to the senses. The god of this world blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel. Unbelief empowers a defeated enemy. 2Cor.4:4.

 What is the purpose and the exclusive commission of the church – to reveal man’s true identity in the face of Christ, as in a mirror. Of His own will He brought us forth by the Word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures. James.1:18. Can a woman forget her suckling child? Do not be a man who sees the face of his birth as in a mirror and then go away and submit yourself again to a lesser identity and forget and reason contrary to the truth. The Amplified Bible says in Jam.1:22 – to reason contrary to the word of truth that brought you forth, that birthed you in His likeness and in His image. To gather and consider any information that questions the integrity of God’s opinion is deception. What a fool man becomes. Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous his thoughts. Let Him turn to the Lord who has abundantly pardoned. How the perfect law of liberty speaks with its own authority concerning you. The Word separates you unto Him. I council you to cast off every weight that would seek to cling to you, cast off religion from your minds. Refuse restriction in your encounter with God.

 

We travelled to Natal last week and it struck me how man succeeded to build highways to speed and interlink cities to his benefit, so that man’s trade can flow unhindered. How man succeeded in fax machine development and how he succeeded to build a highway in the wilderness. Exactly as Isaiah saw it in Is. 35:8 – “A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.” Redemption cannot be anything less than what Isaiah saw in Is. 40:3-4. Every mountain, every hill shall be brought low. Every obstruction, every excuse to have a lesser experience in God’s presence, every valley shall be filled up, every crooked place shall be made straight, every rough place smooth. Doesn’t that become attractive enough? Every rough place – no excuse for broken fellowship – No excuse for inferior fellowship. God is faithful, He has called us into fellowship of His Son – I Cor.1:9. God does not see any inferior fellowship for you than what His Son enjoys, a perfect innocence – unhindered, unbroken innocence before the Father.

 

Rom.6:17 – “Thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching (form of doctrine or mould) to which you were entrusted (delivered, moulded)”.  The word obedient in the Greek means literally “to hear accurately”, to discover your mould, your origin, in the standard of teaching that is being preached to you. The Greek word, tupos means mould. The Dodridge translation says – “The model of doctrine for instruction into which you were delivered as into a mould”. I loved what Machiel said about his father’s business in concrete: how the mould would carry the exact impression, and determines the exact definition of the shape and size of the cast. “You who pursue righteousness, you who seek to discover your true identity – look to the Rock from which you were cut” – Is.51:1. The model of instruction into which you were delivered as into a mould. The Hudson translation says, “the regulative force of teaching you were taught.” The new creation was moulded in the mould of Christ. It is easy, automatic and natural for our hearts to respond to preaching that preach the right mould to the person, namely the truth of our lives as it is revealed in Christ Jesus. Obedience is a natural outflow out of the heart of man, when he gets persuaded that he is standing complete in the obedience of Christ. 2Cor.10:6. Paul says, the open statement of the truth in our lives, appeals to every man’s conscience!” 2Cor.4:2. This is the living Epistle that is known and read by all men! 2Cor.3:2. 

 Let’s go to Gal. 3:8 – “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the Gospel beforehand to Abraham saying – In you shall all the nations be blessed”.  In you all the nations will discover the truth about their identity.  Look at Is. 51:1-2.  “Consider the Rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which you were dug, consider Abraham, your father.” – but Abraham was only the father of the Jews, wasn’t he?  “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” The word blessed, in the Greek means to discover the logic definition of God’s “well done.” Ascribe greatness to our God, His work is perfect. You do not need to apologise for His workmanship. You are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. He is the mould and you were associated in Him from before the fall of the world.  

 

Let’s go to Gal.3:26 – “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” Through whose faith?  Who could believe such a thing? “From faith to faith” – Rom.1:17. Your faith has its origin in God’s conviction concerning you. God is persuaded about you! According to Luke 3:38 Adam was created as a son of God. It could be nothing else, because Col. 1:16 states the fact that all things were created in Christ Jesus. All things were created through Him and for Him. After the fall, man was living as a slave of sin, a servant of the of devil, but that couldn’t change the fact that in God’s heart He was still looking to man and treating him as a son. The reason for this was because sin couldn’t change the fact that man in his inner being, was still bearing the image and likeness of God. “For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self.” Rom.7:22. Even though he became a slave of sin, man still knows in his inmost self the distant voice of his original design. In Luk.15:11-32 we see in the parable of the lost son that the father was always addressing his sons as sons, in spite of the actual state they were living in. (See also Gen. 5:1-3; Deut. 32:6, 18-19; “I say, "You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;” Ps. 82:6; (Jesus quotes this psalm to the Pharisees who are ready to stone Him! Jhn.10:30-35) Is. 45:9-13; Mal. 2:10 and Luke 2:14) God was never pleased with sin and although the rightful claim of sin changed man’s experience of himself, it couldn’t change the position man always accommodated in the heart of God, namely that of a son.

 

With the coming of Christ, Emanuel, God again gathered together everything and everyone into Himself! – Eph.1:10. Of God, of His faith we are in Christ Jesus! – I Cor.1:30 and 2Cor.5:18.  In the Beloved we were all made accepted and received the adoption as sons by Christ Jesus Himself – Eph. 1:5-6.  God redeemed in Christ Jesus all those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons – Gal.4:5. In Christ Jesus, the rightful claim of sin upon man was condemned in the flesh (Rom.8:3) and the sonship relationship of man towards God as his Father was fully restored.  Everything such as enmity, guilt and the dividing wall of hostility, that could hinder a hundred percent sonship relationship, was taken away in Christ Jesus. Eph.2:14-16. As Jesus is now, so are we in this world. 1Jn.4:17.

 

Through the cross of Calvary the whole world died in Christ Jesus, (2Cor.5:14) and through the resurrection of Christ, the whole world was birthed as one new creation in Christ Jesus – Rom.4:25, 1Pet.1:3; 2 Cor.5:17-19; Eph.2:5,6,15. Out of His will He brought us forth – Jam.1:18.  From faith, to faith! From God’s faith initiative in Christ Jesus, leading to man’s experience of faith. Nothing can change the truth of our standing in Christ. “For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth”. 2Cor.13:8. According to Gal.3:15 no one annuls or adds to what God has done for us in Christ Jesus in the new covenant. Eccl.3:14 confirms this clearly – “I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.  God does it, that men should fear before Him”.

 

People are asking – “what about John 8.44 where Jesus said that the Pharisees have the devil as their father?”  One thing is clear; and that is that God created man through Jesus Christ, and because of that, man has the image and likeness of God. With the fall of man in Gen.3, man came totally under the dominion of sin, because the devil legally got all the rights to rule him. Despite of all this, God remained the unchallenged Author and Creator, and man and the universe are still his property. With the creation of man, God gave all the rights to reign on earth, to man, and through the fall of man, it fell into the hands of the devil. Luke 4:6. This also didn’t change the fact that God was still actively involved in His creation, and above all He was still for man and his good. “If God be for us, who can be against us!” The fall of man had everything to do with the rights to reign, but because of that man was not now suddenly born out of the devil. He was totally under his control. The devil reigned over man through the law of sin. Whether sin was a nature living in man, or a law oppressing him from the outside, is not the most important question. The state of man in the Old Testament under the rule of a foreign force, cannot change the truth about God’s eternal purpose. The fact was that man was living in total depravity because of the fall, although he was still bearing the image and likeness of God. In the death and resurrection of Christ all the rights that the devil had upon the human race, was bought back, and the whole human race was born again, from above through Jesus Christ – James 1:18 and I.Pet.1:3. Jesus said that they have the devil as father, because their ignorance about Christ showed that they were living under the control of the devil, the father of lies. It is to these same Pharisees that Jesus says 2 chapters later in John 10, “I say you are gods, all of you are sons of the Most High!” Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. The devil claimed father rights from the outside, but God is claiming today Father rights from the inside, because of our birth through Him. Satan is only the father of lies.

 

Turn with me to Col.1:6. I love this gospel. It speaks here of the Word of truth, the Gospel, which comes to you. It says that you bear fruit from the day you UNDERSTOOD the grace of God in truth. Such a lie has been told about God’s grace. God’s grace has been pictured as a weak excuse for sin. Let us say that we will continue in sin so that grace may abound and next Sunday we make sure that we really mean it when we say “ons het o Heer u wet weerstrewe, genade is al wat ons om pleit.” (Oh God we transgressed your law and now plead for mercy yet again!) It is all we ask God. Just be merciful for one more week, at least. This is not asking too much, is it God?  But from the day you hear and understand the grace of God in truth, you bear fruit. Verse 15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God.” You are in Him, secured in Him. Col. 1:19-20 says, “For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things.” (RSV)  Praise God for verse 20. If the scriptures were to stop at verse 19, it would exclude Jesus again yet one more time from man so that Simon could say – “Well you are the Christ the Son of the living God, but who am I?” Verse 20 is saying that God has reconciled all things through Christ to Himself. God has brought everything near to Himself and cancelled every definition of distance between God and man. That is why John 14.20 states – “In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you!”

 

Hallelujah! You see verse 20 again links you with Col.1:21 – “And you He reconciled, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds” what a description of that fallen nature forcing its will upon my life. “The good that I want to do I cannot do.” Rom.7:19,23. My mind and willpower were trapped in the dominion of sin. The law of sin and death had me in its clutches, the dominion of sin revealed itself in my conduct. You who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, you He has now reconciled. Not because you were cute or the brightest one in town, you who were estranged from God, hostile in your mind, in rebellion to your Maker, you He reconciled. He had you in mind while you were still a sinner! He reconciled you in the body of His flesh by His death in order to present you holy, blameless and irreproachable before Him – Eph.5:27. He did all of this while you were still shaking your fists at God, or just ignoring Him. That is exactly how He saw you, even before the foundation of the earth – holy blameless and irreproachable before Him – Eph.1:4 and I.Cor.1:8. There is nothing that can hinder His approval of you, because you are standing in perfect innocence! 

 

And now Col.1:27-28 – “To them God chose to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery in the Gentiles which is Christ in you the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus!”  Noutheteo – to put in mind, or to remind, is the Greek word translated here as warning every man. Awakening every man’s mind to the fact that the Gentiles are included in one man’s death and now God commands all men everywhere to come to their right mind and sin no more. Because He has fixed a day by which He would judge the world in righteousness and of this He has given assurance to all men by raising Jesus from the dead. Acts 17:31. The fact that He was able to raise Jesus from the dead means that all men stand acquitted before Him. If there is a sentence upon a criminal to serve at least 10 years imprisonment and the prisoner escapes after 5 years, the guilt cannot be lifted. He remains guilty. But if he serves his full term, he can walk out of those prison doors a free man. Jesus served humanity’s full sentence; He was raised because we were declared righteous. Rom.4:25. “If then you have been raised together with Him, occupy your mind with the things that are above.” Col.3:1-3. We only have to awaken every man and teach every man, in order to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

This gospel can only be measured in terms of every man. As much as all men came under guilt and all men came under the dominion of condemnation, the same mass of humanity came under the dominion of righteousness through one man’s obedience, through one man’s achievement upon the cross. There is no distinction. Rom.3:21-24. We are teaching every man in all insight, so that we may present every man in the full stature of Christ.

 

Col.2:9-10 says – “In Him there is all of God in a human body.” Deity does not feel embarrassed about, or confined and restricted in the human body. The earthen vessel is no hindrance to the treasure that it carries. You are in Him and in Him you enjoy the same fullness of life. You have come to fullness of life in Him. Presenting every man, not through religious ritual or teaching or education, to try to perhaps change the conduct of the thorn tree and to try and remove the spots from the leopard’s skin, but through the revelation of the rain that has come.  The highway was built in the wilderness. Now He commands all men everywhere to come to their right mind, because He has given assurance, He has given guarantee to your innocence when He raised Jesus from the dead.  And now the testimony of Christ is confirmed in you, for you have received full knowledge – 1Cor.1:5-6. John G. Lake said, “The only difference between Christ and us was His understanding of who He was”. There is no other difference! Man’s only reference was that the God of His origin, who is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient, caused all things to come into existence through the inherent power of His utterances.  He had brought all things to perfection because He had declared it through the Word of His power. Man’s perfection was sealed in the utterance of God. When He spoke He created. The Word became flesh and we beheld His glory. We can scrutinize, we can judge, we can seek to condemn and every time come to one conclusion – “Christ is all and in all” – Col.3:11. You condemn Paul!  Why don’t you examine yourselves? Do you not realize that Christ is in you!  2Cor.13:5,8. Christ in you is the expectation of the nations fulfilled in one final Word – in an eternal day that dawned.

 

Father I thank you that while history could only record the death of one man, eternity recorded the death of the whole human race. The death of the last Adam and the resurrection of a new creation. We know that Jesus has come and that He has given us understanding to know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true. 1John 5:20.  For on the second day He revived us, and on the third day He raised us up together with him – Hos. 6:2-3. Therefore let us know and press on to know the Lord who is true and we are in Him who is true. Who has heard of such a thing; can a nation be born in one day; can a people be brought forth in a moment? – Is.66:8. Yet I will not forget you, says the Lord. How precious to me are your thoughts of me. How vast is the sum of them. If I could count them they are more than the sand. Ps.139.

We bless you Father in amazement of your glorious gospel. We thank you for the liberty that your Word announces. Our time spent in the flesh is to make all men see, whether from the pulpit or from the page or through personal contact, to display the fragrance of the knowledge of You everywhere. We see our lives in only one light, God making His appeal through us. For God was in Christ when He reconciled the world to Himself not counting their trespasses against them. 2Cor. 5:14-21. Now God touches mankind through me! 
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