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THE MYSTERY REVEALED

WHERE SHALL WISDOM BE FOUND?

God did not hide anything from man, only for man. The mineral wealth was deposited in the earth for our benefit and for us to discover. Man possesses an amazing talent to search beyond any obstruction and horizon; he is in essence a value conscious being, attracted to beauty and driven to explore. Job, the oldest book in the Bible, records one of the most striking pieces of scripture in chapter 28: ‘Surely there is a vein for silver, and a place for gold, which they refine. Men put an end to darkness, and search out the farthest bound, the ore in gloom and deep darkness. They open shafts in the valley, (going deeper than what the natural contour of the horizon allows them to go) away from where men live; travellers forget them; they hang afar from where men live, they swing to and fro. (The standard routine of social life, the applause, the gossip, the backbiting, the games people play, has lost its attraction and appeal. Their quest to find value in a different context has taken them beyond bungi jumping and the search for the mere adventure rush; beyond the ‘been there, done it, got the T-shirt’ tourist type of mentality.) As for the earth, (the visible horizon, or topsoil) out of it comes bread; (This is the reason for man’s search: because man is in essence spirit, the feeding and stimulating of the flesh and the senses could never satisfy and fulfil him completely or permanently. ‘Man shall not live by bread alone…’ Now that he has eaten his fill from the harvest of the earth, his craving continues to drive him to search beyond his daily sustenance, even at the risk of losing his life.) Underneath, the earth is turned up as by fire. Its stones are the places of sapphires, and it has dust of gold. (If there is dust, there must be more!) This hunger in man distinguishes him from the animal world; no bird of prey knows an appetite beyond his daily diet, the incredible eye of the falcon has never seen any attraction in gold. Even the most violent and aggressive beasts do not compete with man for this prize. Yet man puts his hand to the flinty rock, and overturns mountains by the roots; he cuts out channels in the rocks, and his eye sees every precious thing. (My dad had an Italian friend who worked in the Tsumeb mine in Namibia for 21 years. He often told us of the indescribable beauty of colour display beyond description, from one chamber to another of crystals of every variety! Stalactites and stalagmites, red, green and blue Tourmaline, transparent pink Rose quartz, giant nests of Amethysts, fine threats of copper woven like cobwebs!) Man has found a way to bind up the underground streams so that they do not trickle, (no natural obstacle would deter his search.) Everything that is hidden, he brings forth to light. But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? He does not know the way to it. The deep says, ‘It is not in me!’ (Man’s best attempt to trade his effort for lasting substance, leaves him with the hollow echo of failure.) It cannot be gotten for gold, and silver cannot be weighed as its price. It cannot be valued in gold of Ophir, neither in precious onyx or sapphire. Gold and glass cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels or fine gold. The price of wisdom is above pearls, coral or crystal. Man’s ultimate search is to discover his Maker as his exceeding great reward. The fear of the Lord, (the awesomeness of God.) is wisdom.’ Man’s quest is to discover a value that will equal his sense of value and worth, a value that would accurately reflect the detail of his eternal origin and make-up. 

THE ROCK - THE BLUEPRINT OF OUR DESIGN

The Rock-reference in scripture simulates the hard drive in the computer; it holds the detailed blueprint of our origin and design. God’s awesome greatness is revealed in His workmanship and the eternal association of mankind in Christ. Ephesians 1:4, 2:10. Paul speaks about ‘the full wealth of conviction which understanding brings, and the knowledge of God’s mystery, of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’ Col. 1:15,16,17, 26,27+ 2:2,3. 

‘Whoever draws near unto God must believe that He is, and that He is the reward of them that diligently seek Him.’ Hebrews 11:6. ‘You who pursue righteousness, who seek God, look to the Rock from which you were hewn, and the quarry from which you were dug’ Isaiah 51:1. God is not lost, neither is He playing hide and seek; mankind simply lost sight of God in their own being. To look for God outside of man, is to look in vain! His image and likeness is preserved in His workmanship. ‘Ascribe greatness to our God the Rock! His work is perfect! But you have forgotten the Rock that begot you, the God who gave you birth.’ Deuteronomy 32:3,4,18. ‘Every good and perfect gift comes from above, from the Father of lights, with Whom there is no shadow of variableness or change. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth; for anyone to hear this word, is to see the face of his birth as in a mirror.’ The mirror is the enigma that holds the secret of the face of God in the face of man! ‘When I was an infant, I vaguely recognised my own face reflected in the face of my mother, almost like looking into a mystery-mirror, but now, having gazed into the perfect law of liberty, I see face to face; now I know fully, even as I have always been known.’ (The infant represents the prophetic dispensation before Christ was revealed in the flesh, a time, where mankind was trapped in infancy, and sustained by the milk of prophetic fragments and utterances. Heb.1:1,2. Becoming a man is the fulfilment of prophesy; the full mature stature of the Christ, revealed in ordinary human lives!) James 1:17,18,23-25, 1Cor. 13:10-12. God has always known me this way! ‘In past generations He allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways; yet He did not leave Himself without witness, for He did good and gave you from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.’ Acts 14:16,17. Good bears witness to God! 

EQUAL VALUE

Jesus says in Mathew 5:44-48, that the most accurate and perfect way in which we can represent the revelation of God in man (the perfect sons of a perfect Father) would be for us to love our enemies, and to pray for those who persecute us. ‘For God makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.’ (Without the sun and rain, no life on earth could be sustained.) ‘For if we only love those who love us back, what reward have we? Or if we only salute our brethren, (the ones who agree with us on every point of doctrine) what are we doing that distinguishes us from others?’ Paul writes to Titus and encourages him ‘to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all men. For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another; but when God’s goodness and fondness for mankind appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy.’ Titus 3:2-5. It is no wonder that Jesus had the reputation of being the friend of sinners; they never felt condemned, judged unworthy or excluded in His company. ‘The tax collectors and sinners were all attracted to Him to hear Him preach.’ Luke 15:1. When the religious leaders complained about this, He told them three parables to emphasise the same truth: the lost sheep, the lost coin and the prodigal son, represent the same person. Their lost condition did not cancel their value or their original identity. God is the only true Father and Origin of mankind; He is the Father from whom every family in heaven and earth is named. Ephesians 3:14,15. Satan is not man’s true father; he is the father of lies. John 8:44. The body of Jesus on the cross was the document of guilt that represented the whole human race, and in His death God reconciled the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them. Col.2:14,15. Mankind’s acquittal was vindicated and the powers of darkness were disarmed. In Romans 2:4 Paul says: ‘Do not take the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience for granted; do you not realise that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?’ The word translated, repentance, is the Greek word metanoia, which means a positive change of mind and perception. God is the most attractive Being in the universe and yet many have a twisted perception of God because of the way religion presented Him. Jesus did not live a life, or preached a gospel of compromise; the attraction of His life to the masses was the fact that He made the invisible God visible and at the same time reflected the original blueprint of every individual. The sinner heard enough in His word and saw enough in His life, to feel totally identified and included in Him. In Him they saw the display of the character of their true design and make-up; they recognised the life that they were meant to live: a totally fulfilled, unselfish life of love and moral integrity. They witnessed the impact of unconditional forgiveness, which restored more than a mere cancellation of a sinful past, but released a new quality of life and integrity of expression. He was not an example for us but an example of us! The prostitute felt the cleansing of His love and the release of a new ability within her to go free and sin no more. The thief felt the urge to no longer steal, but instead to find honest work and give to others. Ephesians 4:28. ‘The thirsty land shall become springs of water!’ Isaiah 35:6. 

THE MYSTERY IS IN THE SEED

The secret of the complex genetic detail of spontaneous life lies concealed within the seed. The seed is in fact the mirror reflection of the tree that bears the fruit. The word mystery, musterion in Greek, is only used three times in the gospels. Mathew, Mark and Luke use this word every time in the context of the mystery of the seed. An enormous harvest, beyond any possible calculation lies hidden within one seed. The mystery that was hidden for ages and generations was about to break through the soil of the invisible realm of Spirit-realities, and forever transform the life-expression and destiny of mankind. ‘Unless the grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone’ The destiny of the single grain of wheat, was to release its secret and become the harvest of life, multiplied according to its own kind, in mankind; the bread of life that would feed the hunger of the nations. He was never meant to become a mere doctrine of religious sentiment and tradition, but a life of the highest expression of virtue and integrity, to be revealed in every man. For this Paul labours, striving with all the energy that God mightily inspires within him, to present every man in the full stature of Christ! Col. 1:27-29. We have always maintained that perfect beauty is rare, like an Absalom who was without blemish from the soul of his foot to the crown of his head, (2Samuel 14:25) yet God preserved the perfection of beauty, the blueprint of our original design, in Christ and through the gospel now reveals it as our life! 

THE LAW OF REPRESENTATION
‘None of the rulers of this world understood the mystery and secret of God’s Plan; if they had, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory!’ They failed to comprehend that the death of this Jesus was not the death of an individual but the death of mankind! 1Cor.2:7-8. ‘One died for all, therefore all have died!’   2 Cor.5:14. He was not the second Adam but the last of the Adamic race! 1Cor.15:22,45. His resurrection was indeed the birth of a new species! 2Cor.5:17, 1Pet.1:3. ‘Who has heard of such a thing? Shall a land be born in one day, and a nation be brought forth in one moment?’ Isaiah 66:8. The rulers of darkness did not understand that the child that was born unto us was indeed the Eternal Father! The Almighty, Eternal God in camouflage of frail flesh! Is.9:6. ‘In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The true light that enlightens every man has come! The light shines in the darkness and the darkness could not comprehend it!’ John 1:4,5,9. ‘Arise and shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you! For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. The nations shall come to your light, and Kings to the brightness of your rising!’ Isaiah 60:1-3. The nations will be irresistibly attracted to you because the true light that enlightens every man is the light that reveals their inclusion. The ignorance that robbed the forces of darkness of their power over mankind is now their only weapon against man; as long as man remains ignorant of the fact of redemption, namely his true identity and inclusion in Christ, his unbelief empowers darkness to continue to sway its sceptre of deception over him. Christ, who is the image of God, is also the mirror reflection  of man; this is the light of the gospel. He is the exact description of the glory (opinion) of God. 2 Cor. 3:18+4:4,6, 2 Tim. 1:9,10. The knowledge of truth liberates as surely as light dispels darkness. Darkness in its every form, whether it be addiction to drugs, lust or alcohol, any form of emotional hurts, brokenness or depression, whatever the cause, poverty, fear and inferiority, also every sickness and disease, loses its claim and dominion over man. Truth brings persuasion; faith’s conviction comes through the hearing of truth. It is within this context that the relevance of the Good News becomes dynamic. Romans 1:16,17, 10:17. ‘Paul preached in such a way, that many believed!’ Acts 14:1,9,10. Paul said that the revelation of the Son of God in him separated him from the restricted definition of his life through his natural birth. His mission now is to proclaim Christ in every man! Gal.1:15-17. He was so awe-struck by the revelation of God in the flesh, the fullness of deity in a human body, dwelling in him, that he felt no urgency to defend this revelation against any popular traditional belief.

MANKIND IS GOD’S OFFSPRING
In Athens, Paul addresses a very interesting audience of Greek and foreign philosophers; he mentions the fact that they seem to accommodate a wide and universal expression of Deity, displayed in their many objects of worship. Just to make sure that no religion or god would feel offended or excluded, they also erected an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ This triggers Paul’s message to them: ‘Whom therefore you worship as unknown, Him I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all men life and breath and everything. (This God is not another attractive or convenient alternative to our many pet-doctrines. He is not competing with any other religious ‘shot in the dark’ definition or expression!) He made from one mould, every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted seasons and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, in the expectation to feel after Him and find Him’ He then says these remarkable words; ‘Yet He is not far from each one of us, for “in Him we live and move and have our being, for we are indeed His offspring!” As even some of your poets have said. (Aratus, a Greek countryman of the apostle, and his predecessor by about three centuries; also the thoughts of Cleanthes a Stoic philosopher) Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the Deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, a representation by the art and imagination of man. God has overlooked the times of ignorance.’ (In the essence of our make-up, we are the God-kind! We could never wish to discover God in any other context outside of our being) God overlooked the times of ignorance and now appeals to all men everywhere to radically change their minds about themselves. (Greek, metanoia, a complete change of mind due to a new reference) ‘For in one pre-appointed man and moment God judged the entire world in righteousness, and of this (mankind's acquittal) He has given assurance by raising Him from the dead.’ Acts 17:22-31. The fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the final testimony of God’s vindication of mankind. Romans 4:25, 1Cor.15:17. God succeeded to restore man in blameless innocence before Him. The appeal of the Gospel is for man to discover himself included in Christ! The resurrection of Jesus from the dead, challenges everyone to a new perspective, to see the harvest that God anticipated when the corn of wheat fell into the earth and died!  John 12:24. Peter says, ‘By His great mercy, we have been born anew, through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead! 1Peter 1:3. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

This new quality of life is referred to in scripture as, ‘Righteousness by faith.’ The word righteousness implies a legal basis of relationship of absolute integrity, where there exists no reference or hint of inferiority, guilt, suspicion, accusation or condemnation. The initiative of God, to restore man to Himself independent of any worthy contribution of man, is the theme of the Gospel. 1Cor.1:30, 2 Cor.5:18, 21. The proclamation of mankind’s inclusion in Christ is the basis of faith. This association exists in the mind of God for all eternity! Ephesians1:4, Rom.1:16,17. The mirror-mystery reflects and reveals the complete inclusion of man in Christ’s achievement. 2 Corinthians 3:18. Christ remains the eternal testimony of the blueprint of our original design. It is sadly possible to study with the utmost diligence and scrutiny, the historic integrity and evidence of the life, the message, the miracles, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, without touching the life changing impact or power impartation of the gospel. It is only in the revelation of our inclusion, confirmed through the witness of our spirit that we share our origin in Him, that the Son of God is revealed in man. Gal.1:15,16. The Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are born from above. Rom.8:16. In 1995, one man scored the points in the dying seconds of the match, which made South Africa the Rugby World Cup champions. All of South Africa were included in the victory, whether we watched, played or ignored the game. The fact that some did not share in the thrill of the moment did not make the victory invalid. Outside the concept of association, not even sport makes any sense! 

TANGIBLE LIFE

Man is designed with the capacity to ‘feel after God and find Him! He is not far from each one of us.’ God does not want to remain a mystery to man, He desires to reveal Himself in a tangible way to every individual! ‘That which was from the beginning, (this is not a new or recent revelation) which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have gazed upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life; and the life was made manifest in us! Now we are in fellowship and joint partnership with the Father and His Son, we are convinced of your inclusion in this fellowship; I am writing this so that your joy might be complete.’ 1 John 1:1-4. Even though it has been nearly sixty years since John last saw his best friend, Jesus, in the flesh, he speaks of a very present tense encounter. The fact that he writes from an isolated island does not diminish his joy of fellowship at all. The revelation of God in the flesh, is so much more than just another religious doctrine, it is realised, tangible life! ‘Great indeed is the mystery of godliness: God was made manifest in the flesh!’ 1 Timothy 3:16. ‘No one has ever seen God, the only Son who was in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known.’ John 1:18. God, the first-born of all creation. ‘He is the image of the invisible God. (The original mould and blueprint of our design.) For in Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, all things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things and all things share their common identity in Him.’ Colossians 1:15-17. John the disciple of Jesus spent most of the latter part of his life (about 30 years) living in Asia Minor and more specifically at Ephesus, much of Paul’s emphasis in teaching is revealed in John’s writing. He wrote the Gospel of John when he was already about 96 years old! This happened either from Ephesus or from the Isle of Pathmos where he spent a few years in exile. (Compare Col.1:15-17 to John 1:1-3,16-17,1John 5:20.) ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things came into being through Him; and nothing has any authentic existence outside of their origin in Him. In Him was life and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness could not comprehend it. (Greek: katalambano, to seize upon, to grasp) The true light that enlightens every man has come into the world. The world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not; He came to His own, and His own received Him not.  But to everyone who by faith, comprehends Him to be their true origin, (Greek, lambano, comprehend, grasp, identify with) in them He confirms the integrity of their son-ship, the fact that they are His own, born from above, they have their being in Him!’ (Greek, eksousia, legality, authority, legal grounds.) In Him we discover that we are not here by chance or accident, or by the desire of an earthly parent, neither are we the product of a mere physical conception; we exist by the expression of God’s desire to reveal Himself in the flesh. His eternal, invisible Word, His Spirit-thought, became flesh. (James says: ‘Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth…if any man hears this word, he sees the face of his birth as in a mirror.’ James 1:17,18,23.) The word became flesh and has taken up permanent residence (tabernacled) in us, and we gazed with wonder and amazement upon the mystery of our inclusion in Him; (theaomai to gaze upon, to perceive) We saw His glory (Greek, doxa, the display of His opinion), the glory as of the original, authentic begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (The original mind, or opinion of God, preserved and perceived in Christ.) We have grasped that He is the revelation of our completeness. ‘And of His fullness have we all received, grace against grace.’ (Grace undeserved) ‘For the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. He who is in the bosom of the Father, the only (original, authentic) begotten of the Father, He is our guide who accurately declares and interprets the invisible God within us.’ John 1:1-5, 9-14,16-18. 

THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL

The conclusion of grace is the revelation of our inclusion in Christ. ‘For in Him all the fullness of Deity is revealed in a human body, and we are complete in Him.’ Our union with Him reveals our perfection. Col.2:9,10. The fact that Christ reveals us is the essence of the gospel! This is the word of Christ that indwells us in a wealth of abundance. Col.3:1-16. ‘And we all with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are being changed into His likeness from one degree of glory to another.’ (From an inferior opinion of ourselves, based upon external features and performance, to the opinion of faith, based upon our original design and the grace of God displayed in Christ.) This is the light of the gospel! ‘Unbelief empowers the god of this world to blind your mind and to keep you from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God. But the God who said, ”Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone into our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the opinion (doxa, glory) of God in the face (the mirror reflection) of Christ.’                 2 Cor.3:18,4:1-7. The only things that could possibly separate us from God are our ignorance and unbelief! Neither satan nor sin can separate man from God, if what Christ did in His death and resurrection was a success; ‘He disarmed principalities and powers.‘ Colossians 2:15. Jesus declares with conviction: ‘If you continue in My word, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free; and if the son sets you free, you will be free indeed.’ John 8:32,36. Son-ship sets you free! The revelation that the son of man is in fact the Son of God is fundamental to the message of the gospel. Mathew 16:13, 16-19, Luke 15, Malachi 2:10, Psalm 82:6, Deut.32:18, Is.51:1, Ps. 22:27,30,31, Eph.3:14,15. The key to discover God is preserved in the secret of the incarnation, the revelation of Christ as our origin; God in the flesh, the mirror image of man; ‘we are indeed His offspring.’ Acts 17:28. The word of truth reflects the face of your birth as in a mirror; you cannot fault the image or flaw the likeness even at close scrutiny, every detail of your original design confirms that you are complete and perfect and without lack. This fuels your faith to produce a joy that overcomes all contradiction. James 1:4,17,18,23-25. 

TO MAKE ALL MEN SEE

‘The true light that enlightens every man has come into the world.’ John 1:9. ‘The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him that is weary. Morning by morning He wakens, He wakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.’ Isaiah 50:4. ‘Pray for us that God may open for us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, that I may make it clear, as I ought to speak.’ Colossians 4:3,4. ‘For He has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of His will, according to His purpose which He set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.’ In Him we… in Him you also, who have heard the word of truth…’ Ephesians 1:9-. ‘We are stewards of the mysteries of God.’ 1Corinthians 4:1. Paul knew that the knowledge of the mystery of God’s eternal purpose was entrusted to him: ‘When you read this, you will perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ.’ Ephesians 3:4. ‘This grace was given, to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made manifest through us(!) to the principalities and powers in heavenly places. (The spiritual realm.) This was according to the original purpose of God which He realised in Christ Jesus.’ Eph.3: 8-11, 14-21. The ekklesia, the echo call of God in every stone, hewn out of the Rock, is now the display of God’s eternal purpose. Math.16:16-19, Is. 51:1. ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is a profound one, I am saying that it refers to Christ and the ecclesia.’ (A new union, a new name, a new identity beyond natural birth.) Eph. 5:31,32. ‘We impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification! (Christ is revealed as the accurate definition and measure of the life that God intended for us before the fall. Greek, prohoritso, means to pre-design, to establish the exact horizon, while the word, doxa, translated, glory, means opinion, which suggests the quality of life God had in mind for us.) None of these dark forces understood this, if they did, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory!’ 1Corinthians 2:7,8. The secret is out! All of mankind was included in Christ! ‘One died for all, therefore all have died! All this is from God who in Christ reconciled the world to Himself; He made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.’ 2 Cor. 5:14-21. ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love Him, God has revealed to us through the Spirit. We impart this in words, not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit.’ (Spirit words impart truth beyond intellectual argument.) 1Corinthians 2:9-13. ‘I became a minister according to the divine office which was given to me for you; that is to make the word of God known in it’s full implication; the mystery hidden for ages, but now made manifest. What is the glorious wealth of this sacred secret in the heathen? It is Christ in you! This is the anticipation of God’s opinion of you! (The hope of glory.) Him we proclaim, reminding every man and teaching every man in all wisdom in order that we may present every man in the fullness of Christ. For this I toil, striving with all the energy, which He mightily inspires within me.’ Col.1:25-29. ‘I greatly strive for you, that your hearts may be encouraged as you are knitted together in love, to have all the riches of assured understanding in the knowledge of God’s mystery in Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’ Colossians 2:2,3. ‘And we all with unveiled face, beholding the glory of God in the face of Christ as in a mirror, are being changed into His likeness, from glory to glory.’ This is the light of the gospel, our inclusion in Christ, who is the likeness of God. The likeness of God is again restored in the flesh. ‘In Him God gives full expression of Himself in a human body, and in you, God sees the exact same capacity!’ Col. 2:9,10. ‘It is the same God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness!” who has shone into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. And we now have this treasure in earthen vessels.’ 2 Cor. 3:18-4:1-7. 

CO-RAISED TO CO-REIGN

‘On the third day He will raise us up.’ Hosea 6:2. ‘From now on the son of man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.’ Luke 22:69. ‘He raised us up with Him, and made us sit with Him in heavenly places.’ Eph.2:6. ‘Since you were included in the resurrection of Christ, explore the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. (This is the domain of dominion that He has prepared for you, so that you may be where He is. John 14:3) Occupy your mind with this new order of life; you have died, your new life is hid in oneness with Christ in God. The secret of your life is your oneness with Christ in God.’ Col. 3:1-4. (You and the glorified Christ as one are the divine manifestation of God. Come up to the throne, dear ones. Let the throne life and the throne love and the throne power and the throne spirit possess you, and your tread will be the march of the conqueror, your crown the crown of glory, and your power the power of God. Not a saved man and a glorious God. But man fused into God and God fused into man, one divine creation. One in heart, one in mind, one in soul, you and God as one. ‘You have all there is of Me and I have all there is of you. We are one and indivisible.’ John G. Lake.)  You are now the revelation of Christ in the flesh; your compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, joy, your forgiving one another, your love for one another and the peace of Christ in charge of your mind, is now the manifestation of the life of Christ in you; having put on the new man, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Now there cannot be Greek and Jew, foreigner or savage, slave or freeman, but Christ is all and in all! (Christ is in all, in every one, even in the savage!) Colossians 3:1-16. ‘From now on, we no longer consider any man from a human point of view!’  Man’s inferior opinion of himself and his fellow, becomes totally overshadowed by the revelation of the integrity of God’s persuasion concerning us. 2 Cor. 5:16. (We co-died with Him, we were co-raised with Him, we are co-seated with Him in the Throne Room of God, and we now also co-appear with Him, every time He appears! Col.3:4. In the book of Acts, chapter 3, Christ shows up in the lives of two ordinary, uneducated fishermen, and heals a man who was cripple from birth! They could have said, ‘Sir, we knew a man that could have given you so much more than what you expect to receive from us, but unfortunately you missed Him by two months!’ But thank God for the revelation of the resurrection; they understood with conviction, that what they had, what God achieved on man’s behalf in Christ, included this man’s miracle!  Acts 3:26, 4:13.
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