THE INCARNATION CODE

MIRROR WORD – The Key to understanding the Bible
The Bible has confused and divided more people than any other book. 

Yet its profound and simple message continues to appeal and overwhelm multitudes of men and women of any age or culture.
Diligent research and study is not the key to understanding the scriptures; Jesus says “you study and search the scriptures thinking that in them you will find eternal life, but if 
you miss me, you miss the point. The Message translation reads, “You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you'll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about me!” John 5:39. 

This startling statement suggests that we can be busy with the right book but extract the wrong message. The great question is, “do you understand what you are reading? And he said, how can I unless someone guides me.” Acts 8:30,31.
The Bible is a record of God in conversation with man.
The theme of scripture is the image and likeness of God made visible in a human body

Man is God’s audience, Jesus, the Incarnation (from the Latin, incarne, in flesh) is God’s language.

The true context of scripture is so much more than its historic and prophetic setting; it is a drama of redemption where the maker of man succeeds to redeem His likeness and image and thus reconcile Himself with hostile humanity. 
God rescues the authentic and original blueprint of His likeness in man, and presents fallen man again blameless and innocent before Him in love.
Jesus is infinitely more than a historic hero; He is both the mirror image of the invisible God, and at the same time the reflection and blueprint of every person’s original design; the image and likeness of God as it was in Genesis 1:27. Religion would want to commemorate and celebrate Jesus after the flesh; the devil has no problem with that. That would leave Him on par with any great Guru or ancient Philosopher.
But His life, death and resurrection represent the human race, preserved and revealed in the most documented ancient record, and confirmed in the present tense resonance of our faith. God has the individual’s original design on record. Neither time nor event could distort or destroy the original intent!

God never compromised His original thought. The word became flesh and has taken up residence (tabernacled) in us, and we gazed with wonder and amazement upon the mystery of our inclusion in Him; (theaomai to gaze upon, to perceive) We saw His glory (Greek, doxa, the display of His opinion), the glory as of the original, authentic begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (The original mind, or opinion of God, preserved and now revealed in Christ. He is both the ‘only begotten’, monogenes, as in the authentic original mould, as well as the first born from the dead. Col.1:18, 1Pet.1:3) He is the revelation of our completeness. ‘And of His fullness have we all received, grace against grace.’ (Gr.garin anti garitos, grace undeserved) ‘For the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. He who is in the bosom of the Father, the only (original, authentic) begotten of the Father, He is our guide who accurately declares and interprets the invisible God within us.’ Jn.1:1-5, 9-14,16-18. “The Word that was from the beginning, what initial reports concerning Him have reached our ears, what we indeed bore witness to with our own eyes to the point that we became irresistibly attracted to Him; what it was that met our gaze and the touch of our hands, yes, life dawned! (Gr.psallo, to touch the string of a musical instrument, thus resonance) The same life that was with the Father from the beginning, now dawned on us! The infinite life of the Father became visible before our eyes in a human person! This life now finds expression in a fellowship union with the Father and the son that is without limit or interruption. In all these years since the ascension of Jesus, John continues to enjoy unhindered friendship with God and desires to include and extend this same fellowship through his writing to every believer, “so that joy may be yours in full measure.”      1 John 1:1,2,4. 

John understands that the Word has both an eternal origin and destiny that could never be confined to an isolated island or experience; neither could the Word be trapped in human doctrine or tradition. No inferior translation or interpretation could reduce God’s original thought.  

The authentic integrity of God’s thought would forever be preserved and celebrated in the incarnation; human life would be the accurate display and uninterrupted future of the Word. John 1:1,14.

The true context of scripture is not its historic or even traditional setting, but a reality of far greater implication, our sonship! Heb.1:1,2. All of scripture finds its relevance only in its relation to the revelation of Christ as truly representing mankind; He is our true identity! “You search and ponder the scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me.” Jn.5:39. Scripture points to Christ and Christ reveals us! “…and we all, with new understanding, see ourselves in Him as in a mirror; thus we are changed from an inferior mindset to the revealed opinion of our true Origin. 2Cor.3:18. When we read Scripture in the light of redemption, the Bible becomes a new Book. “The letter kills, but the spirit gives life, My words are spirit and life.” Jn.6:63. The Bible-message remains eternally intact in one man, the Word that became flesh, He reveals every man! “If you continue in My Word (The Word that was from the beginning, the Word that is God, the Word that became flesh and dwells in us) you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free, whom the son makes free is free indeed.” John 8:31,32,36. Mankind’s freedom is in discovering their true identity in sonship! This is the truth as it is in Christ. Ep.4:21. “As He is so are we in this world.” 1Jn.4:17. To know the truth about ourselves as it is revealed in Christ is what frees us to be who we are. He is not an example for us but of us! The only faith that is worth pursuing is the faith of God; what God believes concerning us concerns us, and deserves our undivided attention. God’s faith is on display in the Person, the life, death and resurrection of Christ. God believes in our inclusion in Him! ‘Faith comes by hearing; the kind of hearing that imparts the revelation of Christ.’ Rom. 10:17. (See RSV)  

To give prominence to any scripture outside of its true context, the revelation of Christ in you, is to wander into distraction and error. “See to it that no one makes prey of you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to worldly principles (popular and accepted rules and regulations) and not according to Christ, for in Him there is all of God in a human body. He alone defines our completeness!!” Col.2:8-10. See also v 16-23, all the types and shadows of the Old covenant are now superseded by the greater reality, the new creation in Christ! “The law is but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities.” Heb.10:1. “We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. He created in Himself one new man!” Eph.2:10,15, Also 2 Cor.5:14,16,17. 

In the time of the early church no written Bible existed for decades and the majority of the people were illiterate, yet the Word increased and the number of disciples multiplied greatly. Acts 6:7. Paul sees with conviction the future of the Word documented not on tablets of stone written and interpreted by human opinion, neither preserved in millions of copies of Bibles and libraries of literature in every translation and language, not even in Christian broadcast and television, but the image and likeness of God engraved by the Spirit of God on tablets of human hearts; lives reflecting the same distinct quality of spirit character that was displayed in the life of Christ; “known and read by all men!” Wow! What an audience, what an impact! I like that, not confusing the masses, but including them! The true light that enlightens every man has come. 2Cor.3:2,3,18, John 1:9. “With the open statement of the truth, we appeal to every man’s conscience!” 2Cor.4:2. All of our Christian effort through the media and through organised church regardless of how many people we involve, only carry as much impact as the next person we present mature in the full stature of Christ! 

The eternal Word, the Word that was from the beginning is now also the final Word, all the imagination of God’s sacred thought, culminating in one man, Jesus, now multiplied beyond count to reveal every man as fully included in God’s love dream.
John 1:1 (The Weymouth translation, Wey) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2He was in the beginning with God.

3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing that exists came into being.

4In Him was Life, and that Life was the Light of men.

5The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overpowered it.

9The true Light was that which illumines every man by its coming into the world. (See 2Cor.4:6)
10He was in the world, and the world came into existence through Him, and the world did not recognize Him. 
11He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt in us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only (original) Son from the Father.
Gen 1:26  (Msg) God spoke: "Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature “ 

:27  God created human beings; he created them godlike, reflecting God's nature. He created them male and female. 

:28  God blessed them: "Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! 

Psalm 82:6 “I say, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;” 
In John 10, Jesus quotes this scripture to the same religious leaders He called sons of the devil, the father of lies, two chapters earlier in John 8. Here they are about to try and stone Him for blasphemy because He said, “I and the Father are one”
Deut 32:1  (Msg) “Listen, Heavens, I have something to tell you. Attention, Earth, I've got a mouth full of words. 

:2  My teaching, let it fall like a gentle rain, my words arrive like morning dew, Like the soft rain upon the tender grass, like spring showers on the garden. 

:3  (RSV) I will proclaim the name (ID) of the LORD. Ascribe greatness to our God!

:4 “The Rock, his work is perfect; 
:5  (Msg) His messed-up, mixed-up children, throw mud at him but none of it sticks. 

:6  This is crazy; don't you have any sense of reference? Isn't this your father who created you, who made you and gave you a place on Earth? 

:18  You walked out on the Rock who gave you your life, forgot the birth-God who brought you into the world.

 RSV 5They have dealt corruptly with him, they are no longer behave like his children because of their blemish; they are a perverse and crooked generation. (Phil.2: 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, a people twisted out of their true pattern, among whom you shine as lights in the world,

16holding fast the word of life,)

6Do you thus requite the LORD, you foolish and senseless people? Is not he your father, who created you, who made you and established you?

 18You were unmindful of the Rock that begot you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth.

Psalm 22:27 “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. :30 Posterity shall serve him; men shall tell of the Lord to the coming generation, :31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, that he has wrought it.”
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the LORD’s and the fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein;”
Heb.1:3 “The Son perfectly mirrors God, and is stamped with God's nature.” The Message
Col 1:15  We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son and see God's original purpose in everything created. Msg 

     He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation; RSV 

Rom.8:29 Msg. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. 
Heb1:1 In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets;

2but in these last days he has spoken to us in a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.

3He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

(Ruach Translation, F du Toit) We have our beginning and our being in Him! He is the force of the universe that sustains everything that is by His eternal utterance, the INCARNATION!

Heb.1:1 (RSV) In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets;

2but in these last days he has spoken to us in a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

We believe that the church, ekklesia, is so much more than a building or an organisation. It is the voice of God that echoes in man and reveals man's true spiritual origin and identity (Greek, ek, a preposition denoting origin, and kaleo, to identify by name). Jesus introduces Simon, the son of Jonah to his true identity, a stone hewn out of the Rock; the son of man is the son of God. It is in this context that Jesus says he will build His ekklesia. Math.16:13, 16-18. Isa.51:1, Deut.32:18, 1Peter 2:5. 

They suddenly recognize that God is a living, personal presence, not a piece of chiselled stone. And when God is personally present, a living Spirit, that old, constricting legislation is recognized as obsolete. We're free of it! All of us! Nothing between us and God, our faces shining with the brightness of his face.' 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18 Msg
(Rob Lacey, Street Bible) “We’ve got our masks off and God’s brilliance is bouncing off our faces…we’re glowing from knowing”

Ps 34:5 Look Him in the face, you’ll glisten with God. You’ll gleam, your face’ll scream, ‘GOD!’

2Co 3:2  You yourselves are all the endorsement we need. Your very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking at you. 

2Co 3:3  Christ himself wrote it--not with ink, but with God's living Spirit; not chiseled into stone, but carved into human lives--and we publish it. 

The most important verse in the Bible 2Cor.3:18 answers the most important question: “who am I?” (Math. 16:13)
2Cor 3:8 But we all, with open face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
But1161 we2249 all,3956 with open343 face4383 beholding as in a glass2734 the3588 glory1391 of the Lord,2962 are changed3339 into the3588 same846 image1504 from575 glory1391 to1519 glory,1391 even as2509 by575 the Spirit4151 of the Lord.2962 

G2734

κατοπτρίζομαι

katoptrizomai

Thayer Definition:

1) to show in a mirror, to make to reflect, to mirror

2) to look at one’s self in a mirror

3) to behold one’s self in a mirror

G2734  Strongs
κατοπτρίζομαι

katoptrizomai

kat-op-trid'-zom-ahee

Middle voice from a compound of G2596 and a derivative of G3700 (compare G2072); to mirror oneself, that is, to see reflected (figuratively): - behold as in a glass.

G3700

ὀπτάνομαι, ὄπτομαι

optanomai  optomai

op-tan'-om-ahee, op'-tom-ahee

The first a (middle voice) prolonged form of the second (primary) which is used for it in certain tenses; and both as alternates of G3708; to gaze (that is, with wide open eyes, as at something remarkable; and thus differing from G991, which denotes simply voluntary observation; and from G1492, which expresses merely mechanical, passive or casual vision; while G2300, and still more emphatically its intensive G2334, signifies an earnest but more continued inspection; and G4648 a watching from a distance): - appear, look, see, shew self.

G3700

ὀπτάνομαι  /  ὄπτομαι

optanomai  /  optomai

Thayer Definition:

1) to look at, behold

2) to allow one’s self to be seen, to appear

James 1:23,24 “like unto1503 a man435 beholding2657 his846 birth1078 face4383 in1722 a glass:2072  

For1063 he beholdeth2657 himself,1438

G2072

ἔσοπτρον

esoptron

Thayer Definition:

1) a mirror

1a) the mirrors of the ancients were made, not of glass, but steel

G2072

ἔσοπτρον

esoptron

es'-op-tron

From G1519 and a presumed derivative of G3700; a mirror (for looking into): - glass. Compare G2734.

G2734

κατοπτρίζομαι

katoptrizomai

Thayer Definition:

1) to show in a mirror, to make to reflect, to mirror

2) to look at one’s self in a mirror

3) to behold one’s self in a mirror

Heb.1:3 Who3739 being5607 the brightness541 of his glory,1391 and2532 the express image5481 of his848 person,5287

G541

ἀπαύγασμα

apaugasma

ap-ow'-gas-mah

From a compound of G575 and G826; an off flash, that is, effulgence: - brightness.

G541

ἀπαύγασμα

apaugasma

Thayer Definition:

1) reflected brightness

2) effulgence

2a) shining forth, of a light coming from a luminous body (Vine)

2b) out-raying (Vincent)

from a compound of G575 and G826

Psalm23: 1-3
King James Version: 
‘The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul.’ 

The Word on the Street :
(verse)’You’re my guide and my guard, my minder, my mentor.
What more do I need? What’s better at the centre?
You sit me down, put my best CD on,
And my soul remembers who I am again.’

At the waters of reflection, my soul remembers who I am again (Douai 1609 and Rob Lacey, 2003)
BIBLE FACTS

The theme and inspired thought of scripture continues uninterrupted.

It took 1500 years to compile the Bible, involving 40 different authors. Moses, who wrote the first 5 books was raised in the Egyptian thought and culture (Acts 7:22) yet his books do not reflect any of this.

Absence of mythical stories: Compare creation accounts in the Middle East, Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America, Mythical scenarios, gods feuding and cutting up other gods to form the heavens and the earth. Greeks see Atlas carrying the earth on his shoulders; in India, Hindus believe 8 elephants carry the earth on their backs; Job, the oldest book in the Bible, declares that God suspends the earth ’on nothing.’ Job 26:7 This was said millennia before Isaac Newton discovered the invisible laws of gravity that delicately balances every planet and sun in its individual circuit.

In contrast to every other ancient creation account, the Bible pictures the creation of the earth in a very scientific manner. In Gen 1, the continents are lifted from the seas, then vegetation is created and later, animal life; all reproducing ‘according to its own kind’, thus recognising the fixed genetic laws.  Finally we have the creation of man and woman, all done in dignified and godly manner, without mythological adornments.  The rest of the Bible follows suite.  The narratives are historical, faithfully reflecting society and culture as history and archaeology would discover them thousands of years later.  While many have doubted the accuracy of the Bible, time and continued research have consistently demonstrated that the Word of God is better informed than its critics.  Not only is the Bible historically accurate, but when it deals with scientific subjects it is also reliable.  It was not written as a textbook on history, science, mathematics or medicine, yet, when its writers touch on these subjects, they often state facts that scientific advancement would not reveal or even consider until thousands of years later.

The Bible is in tact.  Of all the ancient works of substantial size, the Bible against all odds and expectations survives in tact.  Compared to William Shakespeare’s plays written about four hundred years ago, and after the invention of the printing press, many of his original words have been lost in numerous sections.  The Bible’s uncanny preservation has weathered thousands of years of wars, contradictions, persecutions, fires and invasions.  Compared with other ancient writings, the Bible has more manuscripts evidence to support it that any ten pieces of classical literature combined!  Old testament text was preserved by Jewish scribes through centuries like no other manuscript has ever been preserved.  They kept tabs on every letter, syllable, word and paragraph.  They continued from generation to generation to conduct special classes of men within their culture whose sole duty it was to preserve and transmit these documents with perfect accuracy and fidelity.  Who ever bothered to count the letters and syllables and words of Plato or Aristotle or Seneca?

When it comes to the New Testament, the actual number of preserved manuscripts is so great that it becomes overwhelming. There are more than 5680 Greek manuscripts, more than 10 000 Latin Vulgate and at least 9300 other versions;  there exist a further 25 000 manuscript copies of portions of the New Testament – No other document of antiquity even begins to approach such numbers. In comparison, Homer’s lliad is second with only 643 manuscripts. The first complete work of Homer dates from the 13th century.

There are billions of Bibles in more than 2 000 languages.

Dealing with time, the Bible accurately foretells what will happen ahead of time; with unmatched results. No other ancient work even begins to attempt this. Other books claim divine inspiration, such as the Koran, The Book of Mormon, and parts of the Veda. But none of these books contains predictive foretelling. 

Historian, Philip Schaff wrote: ‘Without money and weapons, Jesus conquered more millions, than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed and Napoleon. Without science and learning, He shed more light on things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined. Without the eloquence of schools, He spoke such words of life as was never spoken before or since and produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet. Without writing a single line, He set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned volumes, works of art, and songs of praise, than the whole army of great men of ancient and modern times combined.’ (The person of Christ, p33. 1913)

While microscopic scrutiny would show up the imperfections, blemishes and defects of any work of man, it magnifies the beauties and perfection of God when the word of truth is scrutinised. Every flower displays in accurate detail, the reflection and perfection of beauty.
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